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What similarities can be found in the material cultures used in the burial practices of the elite Ancient Egyptian and Ancient Celtic peoples?
Report
My dissertation is based around the material culture of the ancient world which was used in burial practices. Due to personal preference and the fact I have not been able to find any similar comparative studies, I have chosen to compare Late period Egypt with Hallstatt period Celtic. I chose these periods because the late period date 664-332 BC[footnoteRef:1] and Hallstatt period is c.750-480 BC[footnoteRef:2] are around the same time to have one similarity to keep the study fair. More accurate dates will be something I need to investigate further because I will be using the Princess of Vix tomb as the Celtic example and have yet to decide on the Egyptian example. The similar dates do not mean that both civilisations were at the same point of development. Late Period Egypt is the last dynastic period, having dynasties 26-31 before and during which foreign cultures conquered Egypt[footnoteRef:3] meaning that their civilisation which has developed in the 3000 years before was starting to ebb and fade with foreign influences. Comparatively the Hallstatt period is the general name for the similar material culture in middle and western Europe. The ‘Celtic’ civilization is fragmented and more like a gathering of like-minded cultures with similar art and language.[footnoteRef:4] Both civilisations have a unified language and use art to commemorate places and people of great influence. I need to continue to investigate each period generally but as this not the focus of my dissertation I have limited how much I research this point. [1:  Shaw. 2014]  [2:  Cunliffe. 2018]  [3:  Taylor. 2001]  [4:  Cunliffe. 2018] 

My dissertation is going to be made up of 4 chapters with subtitles to structure it, so that the reader has an easier time following my thought and research process. The 1st chapter is the introduction; this will include background information on each civilization along with why I chose them, a map will be used to show the distance between and the landscape of both areas. It will discuss my aims and what I will cover in my dissertation.
The 2nd chapter will be an analysis of a Late period Egyptian tomb; this will include dates and general overview of similar tombs of the time before focusing on one, this one will have images found of the material culture and decorations of the tomb. Each image will help with the comparison later because I work better with objects. It is doubtful that I can cover all the material culture in the tomb, and I will have to limit it to three areas; personal items of deceased, raw materials used (gems, gold, etc.) and gender associated with the material. 
The 3rd chapter will be an analysis of the Princess of Vix tomb in modern Burgundy[footnoteRef:5]; this will include dates and a general view of where other similar tombs have been found before I focus on this one. I will attempt to give the same level of analysis and interpretation as the Egyptian tomb using images to help, because I intent to visit this site to learn more. I can not do this for both sites due to how expensive it is. [5:  Elure. 1993.] 

My final chapter will be the comparison and conclusion. This will be the chapter where I focus on what elements of the tombs are the same and why this might be. Images from earlier may come up again but next to one another to help the reader fully compare them. My conclusion should completely answer my research question “What similarities can be found in the material culture used in the burial practices of elite ancient Egyptians and ancient Celtic peoples?”
To help separated the 2 civilizations and the chapters I am going to use either different colour paper, a Papyrus colour for Egypt and a clay colour for the Celts before mixing them in the chapter on comparison and introduction. I may also or instead use Hieroglyphics and Ogham at the corners, sides or tops of pages to show which civilization I am talking about. 
Chapters 2 and 3 is where I am going to be going into detail analysing what and why material culture was used in each tomb. I will not be looking at the geographic location of the tomb past a history of discovery and where objects have gone because I more interested in what is inside the tomb. It may be mentioned in the comparative chapter if it holds influence on the material culture within. The material culture will be interpreted and compared in 4 categories: grave goods, location relevant to each other, raw materials and gender focus. 
The main archaeological theory I am going to take influence from is materiality and how each of the civilisations associated artefacts and materials with death. Furthermore, do both cultures associate the same colours, materials or symbols despite difference in location, development and were they used for the same purpose. If so, does this mean contact between peoples directly or indirectly from the Mediterranean cultures between. 
I have defined a civilisation from David Wengrows ‘What makes a civilisation?’[footnoteRef:6] Using this definition shows the Celts and Egyptians are at different points, both because of how long they have been a civilisation and how much area their civilisation has been said to include. With this definition Egypt is more civilised than the Celts because they have a working centralised government, a high level of craft specialisation and multiple levels of written language[footnoteRef:7]. Barry Cunliffe’s ‘The Ancient Celts’[footnoteRef:8] is one of the books I have found very useful in giving facts on what is included in the Celtic world than others because the last 100 years of Celtic revival mean that a lot of fictious ideas have been put forward as fact[footnoteRef:9]. John H. Taylors ‘Death and the afterlife in ancient Egypt’[footnoteRef:10] is the book I am going through for information on what material is expected to be included in the burial practices in Egypt and why. Whether it was due to the religious purpose of the material culture or another reason is another possible point of comparison I can include in my dissertation. [6:  Wengrow. 2010]  [7:  Wengrow. 2010]  [8:  Cunliffe. 2018]  [9:  Maier. Windle. 2003]  [10:  Taylor. 2001] 
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