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Introduction
This essay looks at the history and the current policy and provision throughout society to safeguard children and young people, It provides a chronological timeline which is discussed and evaluated. It looks at how the legislation is carried out today by Health police and social services when dealing with children and young people in Wales and concludes by discussing ideology and realism of multiagency working. 	Comment by Paula Ley (1803172): Make sure you rewrite the task description more 
This essay shall provide an understanding of what a child is, A child has been described as any person under the age of 18 (NSPCC 2018; Unicef 2019).The essay now looks to  gain an understanding of what “Safeguarding Children” means the Welsh Government (2017) describe it as, keeping children safe from “Abuse and Neglect” which requires all practitioners to be aware of recognising the indicators which point to the danger of abuse and neglect of children (Welsh Government 2017).	Comment by Paula Ley (1803172): Signpost

This essay shall now
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This essay now 
Child abuse has been described by the Children Act,(Steven 2019; NSPCC 2018) that when a person under the age of 18 suffers harm and becomes a victim of violence. That may be physical, emotional, or sexual. Neglect is also a form of abuse which can have lasting damaging effects on a child which involves lacking care, time, attention love and comfort for a child. 
[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Hlk24143164][bookmark: _Hlk24147753][bookmark: _Hlk23805128][bookmark: _Hlk24150654]The essay begins by defining legislation within the UK and looks at a time prior to legislation being created and passed by Westminster Government NSPCC Learning (2019), that history and research shows that orphaned children in the 1600s were the responsibility of the church. It wasn’t until 1802 that working conditions and lengthy hours were improved for children by the factory acts. Sixty eight years later in 1870 Education and school attendance became compulsory for children aged between five and twelve ( A History of Child Protection 2017). The Guardian. (2005)(NSPCC 2012). It wasn’t until the year 1884 that Great Britain and Ireland saw the many divisions of the London Society for the prevention of cruelty to children create the first safeguarding piece of legislation which would later become recognised today as the NSPCC The Guardian(2005)(NSPCC 2012). From this point many more laws were passed to protect children including, raising the age of consent from thirteen to sixteen under the criminal law amendment act. Therefore this could show that laws to protect children has only become of importance since 1884 and prior to that time there was nothing in place to safeguard children in many ways of exploitation including that of sexual exploitation of minors and unacceptable lengthy working conditions.  It was in 1889 that police were granted the authority to arrest any person found to be mistreating a child including the ability to enter their homes to prevent any danger to children, this authority was under the Prevention of cruelty to, and protection of children act which was also known as the “children’s charter” ( A History of Child Protection 2017) (The Guardian 2005).The “Children’s Charter Act expanded allowing the child to have a voice, enabling them to speak in court proceedings. Also It wasn’t untill  this time that mental abuse became recognised. There is some research that suggests that emotional and mental abuse of children has come from their care givers within their own home, this could suggest that prior to this act being actioned that those trusted to care for children, parents /care givers within the safety of their own home environment were being abused. The Act is important because it now provides safety for children in their own home environment . In 1908 foster parents were put on a safeguarding register, later sadly in 1948 a child passed away at the hands of his foster parents and so a children’s committee and officer was selected in each local council under the Children Act. The Guardian (2005)(College,V. (2017). It was in In 1933 that all previous child protection acts were amalgamated into one piece of safeguarding legislation The Guardian( 2005). This is important because the safeguarding register has guided a pathway currently for professionals working with children who now require a disclosure and barring check (DBS) to ensure that an individual does not have any criminal convictions allowing them to safely work with children. Over 30 years later local authorities became responsible for investigating child abuse cases. In 1970 the local authority united services and provisions with other social service departments forming multi agency teams. The Guardian(2005) (College,V. (2017).However In 1974 After the serious case of a child who passed away at the hands of her step father an investigation emphasised the lack of coordination between multiagency services in charge of children’s welfare. This led to developing Area Child Protection Committees (ACPC’s) in Wales and England to organise combined effort of protection for vulnerable children. The Guardian. (2005) (College,V. (2017). Therefore this act is of huge importance to ensure that intra agency working is effective so that lives of children have positive outcomes. The act didn’t become actioned until 1991 and its aim was that children were best cared for by their own family relatives. The Guardian. (2005) (College,V. (2017) (NSPCC 2012).In 1991 ACPC’s were obliged to work collaboratively to determine if child protection policies were being adhered to when a child is suspected of suffering abuse or the cause of a childs death, It was later modernised in 1999. The Guardian. (2005) (College,V. (2017). It was in the year 1995 that The UK ratified to the United Nations Convention On the Rights Of  A Child (UNCRC)  The Children Act combined all the main values of the Convention On UNCRC) into law within Scotland. These key areas as set out by the UNCRC were, organisations  inability to discriminate, Providing the child rights, ensuring that children’s welfare is paramount and giving and hearing the child’s voice. The Guardian. (2005) (College,V. (2017) (NSPCC 2012)..In 1999 organisations in England were required to inform the Department of Health of any potential concern of putting children at risk or danger, Later on Scotland passed a comparable Act in the year 2003.  The Guardian. (2005) (College,V. (2017).In 2003  A report that was published by Lord Laming into the passing away of a west Indian child who was a victim of abuse and neglect found that there were 12 missed opportunities by authorities to safeguard and potentially save her life by frontline services including the social services team medical health care providers and police. Every Child Matters green paper was submitted to the government suggested an electronic track system for children in England. It proposed  150 childrens trusts be implemented merging health, education and social services, A Director to supervise children’s services, A local safeguarding board to substitute ACPC’s for LSCB’s (Local statutory childrens safeguarding boards) and a children’s Official for England.  The Guardian. (2005) (College,V. (2017). (NSPCC 2012)..In 2004 the Children Act Green Paper is passed within Westminster, including children’s electronic files, Directors and a commissioner. The Guardian. (2005) (College,V. (2017).2010 see’s statutory guidance working together to safeguard announce the requirement for multiagency collaborative working to safeguard and promote the wellbeing of cyp. The Guardian. (2005) (College,V. (2017).  Vulnerable children became more protected in 2014 after the children and families Act became Law after gaining royal assent The Guardian 2005) (College,V. (2017).   	Comment by Paula Ley (1803172): Try to put ‘therefore’ sentences at the end of your paragraphs
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When considering this history timeline while there is some research that shows an increase in age of children’s labour and ensuring that children had an education were of some importance in the past, It also suggests that Prior to 1884 only a hundred and thirty five  years ago there was no legislation at all in place regarding keeping children safe and protecting them. Safeguarding children began when the initial piece of legislation was established in 1889 with the formation of the NSPCC, the first Banardos and The Children’s Act. This piece of legislation gave a level of protection for children against abuse and harm and the government were focusing on keeping children safe for the first time. However according to, The Guardian(2005) College,V (2017) NSPCC (2012) research states that the act revised in 1989 and its aims, did not become implemented until 1991 and the act had it flaws, within the act its shared, children were considered best cared for and to remain within their families, however research shows that some children were ill treated and sadly in some serios cases passed away at the hands of their caregivers.
It is this policy that has contributed to current legislation today. Since the 1889 children’s act, there has been a significant change in protecting children with a combination of new laws to safeguard them. Current legislation according to HM Gov (2018) shows that children’s welfare is of the utmost importance. legislation  is combined of, the human rights act 1998, the UNCRC 1992, the education act 2002, the children act 2004, the equality act 2010 the children and families act 2014, the children and social work act 2017, every child matters and working together to safeguard children 2017 Johnson (2019 ) It has been continuously improving having been shaped by social, political and economic changes Ferguson, (2004); Parton,( 2005), specifically within wales the it is social service and wellbeing act 2014 who are responsible for protecting children. 	Comment by Paula Ley (1803172): Good 
One of the most important improvements to the children’s act today is that of the UK ratifying to the 54 articles in the United Nations Convention On the Rights Of  A Child (UNCRC)in 1995 which combines all of the main values of the Convention On UNCRC) into law within the UK. This is important because it has given children rights including a voice so that they are able to communicate and feel listened too. Article 12 within the UNCRC convention state that children’s welfare is paramount. Where as research in the Victorian times, suggests their view of children were that they would be “Seen and not heard”.  Carey, Prynallt-Jones, and Doherty (2018) The Guardian. (2005) (College,V. (2017) (NSPCC 2012)( Unicef (2019).	Comment by Paula Ley (1803172): This is important because 
In 2004 the Children Act Green Paper is passed within Westminster, (DfES, 2003) Townsley,  Watson, and Abbott (2004), And the childrens bill, (DfES 2004) who classify intragrated work of high priority seeking to improving and safeguard the well-being of ‘vulnerable children’ and their families. After a child who suffered abuse and neglect and later passed away at the hands of a family member, who had been known to authorities who failed several times to protect her through the aim of collaborative multi agency work Johnson(2019). 
To summarise the distance that safeguarding has come since the 1600’s and look at how the above legislation has contributed to protecting children today, A key aspect of this being actioned is within effective multiagency working between the three frontline services who deal in protecting children , Health, Social Services and the Police, For Multi agency work to be effective in safeguarding and protecting children, these agencies must be committed to,“The tripod of care” where they come together to co ordinate as one team. The Leeds Action Health Zone (2002) describe multiagency working as, intra agency working between more than one person or organisation who are aiming to achieve the same goal The Leeds Action Health Zone (2002).	Comment by Paula Ley (1803172): Avoid direct quotes

[bookmark: _Hlk25606764]To work effectively in this way each contributing person must share the overall vision and be committed to achieving it and trusting and respecting that its fellow colleagues are cooperating to that same outcome, and that all practitioners are responsible for helping to keep a child safe, It is fundamental that each person is clear on what their role is and that they adhere to the regulations as set out by the safeguarding legislation HM Government 2018; Townsley,  Watson, and Abbott 2004). As legislation and policy has grown these organisations will have developed their own individual policies, procedures, practice and staff training accordingly. An example of this is shown through the multiagency work by the western bay safeguarding board which is the collaboration of local safeguarding authorities coming together under a regional service where each organisation agree together how they will effectively collaborate to keep children safe, it covers the areas of Swansea, Neath Port Talbot and Bridgend. The combination of regions was in reply to the proposed Social Services (Wales) Bill. Western Bay Safeguarding Boards. (2019).  The Western Bay are committed to the UNCRC and its values including the seven core aims. WBSCB’s primary focus of the role Is protecting children whilst in partnerships committing to the social services wellbeing wales act 2014, and relevant safeguarding legislation such as the future generations act. This is aimed to be achieved by, forming rapports of trust and understanding amongst the individuals involved on the board. Co operating with each other and outside bodies. Making clear the roles and responsibilities of team members and a shared commitment of the work. Communicating effectively. However research suggests that while this idealistic goal is desirable in reality there have been barriers to effective multiagency working which have contributed to failings by these authorities. Research shows that despite these policies procedures and legislation being in place that children have passed away due to missed partnering work of children who have been abused and neglected . Contributing factors of these failings by authorities are, The uncertainty and blurring of roles and responsibilities where there has been confusion and children have “slipped through the net”. (Moran et al., 2007).Lacking effective Communication where staff have not effectively  kept in touch with each other.  Sharing of information specifically is the biggest cause of confusion and research suggests it is this which contributes most to serious case failures with individuals being uncertain on what information is authorised to be shared within the confines of Data Protection and confidentiality laws (Cheminas 2009; Weinberg; Lois and Smith 2019). Furthermore It has been found that, while there has been an optimistic idea that combining agencies will contribute to combining resources and funds, in reality it has been found that the sharing of resource during a time of extreme budget cuts has placed further pressures on agencies which has contributed to further barriers in partnering work causing areas of strain such as power struggles and whom is the person of contact between the sectors. When things have gone wrong who is the accountable service (Peckover; Golding 2017).	Comment by Paula Ley (1803172): Check the writing and spelling of this 
While legislation has improved dramatically over time it could be argued that there is still room for improvement, this is shown through serious failings in intra agency working through authorities failing to protect children where sadly they have slipped through the net and passed away through abuse and neglect, as shown by the laming report 2003. It is also noted that currently there is no legislation in place to state how old a child can be allowed to remain at home without an adults supervision or how old a babysitter should be.   
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No legislation in place for the minimum age at which a child may be left alone  how old a babysitter should be.  
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