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Dissertation Reflective Report
My dissertation will be focused on how the British Museum in London presents Native American culture through their exhibitions and what potential ethical issues this may pose for the museum. In my dissertation, I am aiming to have three or four chapters (not including the introduction and conclusion). The first chapter will have a focus on the legal aspects of museums having Native American objects in their collections, this will include a very detailed discussion of NAGPRA and other laws related. There is also potential to discuss museum ethics and the problems that arise from this in this chapter but I am unsure if this belongs in this chapter or a later one as I feel that the ethics of museums must be discussed in detail in this dissertation to fully grasp the rights and representations that Native American peoples fight for. This chapter will hopefully discuss in full why these laws are important for the rights of Native American peoples and how much they do help their rights and how this reflects in museum exhibitions. The second chapter will be my first-hand experience (methodology) about my visit to the British Museum. I am hoping to discuss in detail what objects are on display and how are they displayed, what sort of language and imagery are used in these exhibitions and if these exhibitions can be considered culturally insensitive or offensive to Native American peoples. I am hoping to use my own photographs to clearly show how certain objects are displayed and if this poses any potential problems to the examiner. The final chapter will be focused on comparing how the British Museum presents Native American culture to other museums, although I am still unsure if these other museums will be national or international. It is my intention to compare the British Museums to museums or cultural centres in America to show the difference in how they decide to present Native objects and what objects they choose to show. By doing this, I aim to demonstrate the difference, if any, in the laws and how this reflects the repatriation of remains and culturally significant Native American objects. I also wish to discuss Native American culturally run centres and compare these to the British Museum in terms of how they present their culture.
In the dissertation proposal form, I stated that I wanted to focus on two Indigenous cultures, both Native American and Australian Aboriginals and how different museums around the world present these cultures. However, over summer I decided to change the direction of my dissertation and to just focus on Native American culture rather than both Native American and Australian Aboriginal cultures. The reasoning behind this was that it was too broad for a dissertation topic as there would be too much information for me to put into it. As well as this, I have also decided to have a greater focus on the law and legislation surrounding Native American rights than I previously thought of doing. I came to this conclusion after researching Native American rights more thoroughly and discovered that it perhaps one of the most important aspect to research when thinking about Native American representation in museums. I would also like to have some focus on Native American spirituality and the implications this has for museums who decide to display religious or spiritual objects, but I uncertain where this should be discussed in my dissertation.
One main part of my research has been focused on the relationships that Native American peoples have with museums/archaeologists and if these relationships are considered good or not. The books that I have used include Who’s Culture?  The promise of museums and the debate over antiquities edited by James Cuno (Cuno 2009) which has given me a great deal of information about the conflicts over the representation of Indigenous culture and the importance of wording and language in museum exhibitions. I believe that this book will be quite useful for my discussion of the language of museums exhibitions. Another book that I have found extremely interesting and beneficial for my research is Native American and archaeologist: Stepping stones to common ground (Swidler et al 1997). This book has provided me with information about the historical aspect of Native American conflicts with museums and archaeologists and an in-depth description of the legal framework surrounding Native American rights. I have found this piece of literature the most useful for my dissertation so far and I will not doubt refer to this book many times in my dissertation.
As for the theoretical aspect, I have not looked at this part in detail so far but I know that I want to discuss and imbed Postcolonialism in my discussion as my main theory. I have briefly taken notes from Archaeological theory today by Ian Hodder (Hodder 2012) which discusses post-colonial archaeology but I have much more in-depth reading to do for this theory so that I can discuss fully and clearly how postcolonialism relates to my dissertation topic. Another theory that I considering using is the concept of objects and the agency that objects have. I have come to this conclusion by reading Christina F. Kreps (Kreps 2003) book Liberating Cultural, cross-cultural perspectives on museums, curation and heritage preservation where she discusses in one of her chapters the idea that many Native American objects are ‘living’ and for museums to publicly display these can be disrespectful to their cultural and spiritual beliefs (Kreps 2003). I am unsure at this moment what other theories I can use in my dissertation and this is something that I need to discuss further with my dissertation supervisor. 
In terms of my progress for my research I have so far read a fair number of books and online articles that are relevant to my dissertation topic but I still need to research my topics further. Although I previously visited the British Museum in the summer to look at how the British Museum presents Native American culture, I am going to visit it again in December as I feel I have not got enough information to put into and analyse for my discussion. It is also my intention to gather more material for my theories that I will be using. I believe I have made progress in planning my dissertation as I have done a brief outline of what chapters I want include and what will go in them, but this is only brief and will no doubt change the more research and reading I do over the coming months. I have not yet started to write up anything for my dissertation but am working on starting this soon.
Recently I have spoken to my dissertation supervisor with whom I discussed in detail which direction I wanted my dissertation to go in. During this meeting, I decided to change the focus of my dissertation to solely emphasise how the British museum presents Native American culture rather than two or three museums. Myself and my supervisor concluded that this was too broad. I have also decided to focus heavily on the legislation (NAGPRA for example) as both me and my supervisor feel as if this is a very important and vital aspect when discussing Native American rights and representation in relation to museums and people similar. Another aspect that I will be adding to my dissertation is discussing how different or how similar other museums, both nationally and internationally, present Native American culture.  By discussing this with my supervisor, I have realised that this is a crucial part of my dissertation as this can show to us the problems of certain museums and how they present objects compared to other museums who perhaps have a better grasp of how to exhibit Native American objects or who even choose not to present these objects to the public at all. The last part of my feedback was the idea to have a greater focus on the language and imagery that the British Museums use when they present their exhibition(s) on Native American peoples. Overall, I have found the feedback from my supervisor extremely useful as it has helped me narrow my discussion and given me many ideas of what I can put into my dissertation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]So far, I do not think I have encountered any major problems for my dissertation. Before speaking with my supervisor, I had an issue of what direction to take my dissertation in and setting out the chapters and what to put in them, but I feel now that this issue has been resolved after speaking to my them.
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