 CREATIVE WRITING PART TWO
LESSON NINE:

Bedtime reading:

Short Stories:

English Usage and Grammar point::


(From Longman’s Guide to English Usage)


genetic, congenital


Inherited conditions are genetic; congenital ones date from one’s birth


(Congenital brain damage). 

What defines a short story?

In the first place, the length, of course. And then an emphasis on story as opposed to plot. By story I mean the emotional journey of the characters. You might say of a short story that it deals primarily with the detail of how characters live their lives emotionally and for that reason it tends to be set very specifically around one happening or event or at one specific time. It’s about specifics and particulars and not at all about contingencies (a chance occurrence, something that happens in a subordinate way).

The American writer Richard Ford says that the short story requires “great deftness, drastic economy, even sleight of hand” in its writing. The greatest short stories appear simple but possess significant depth.

I live in a small town. If I stand at my end of the town, I can see right along the main street to the other end of town. If I were to write a short story about someone making a journey from one end of the town to the other it would simply be a journey along that main street where maybe one thing would happen which would change, say, the expectation in the character of what reaching the other end might mean. If I was to write a novel about the same journey, I would have the character making diversions down side streets and alley ways and becoming involved in the stories of other people’s lives which would inform the account of my character’s journey. The novel would be a quest which might involve overcoming contingencies, while the short story would be an account of the journey affected by, at most, one particular thing.

The great American short story writer Raymond Carver wrote:



“I love the swift leap of a good story, the excitement that often



commences in the first sentence, the sense of beauty and mystery



found in the best of them and the fact..that the story can be written



and read in one sitting. (Like a poem).”

This is important. There is a distillation of purpose in the writing of a short story, similar to that involved with writing poetry. To such an extent, in fact, that, as Carver says of writing his own stories, he wanted to: line up the right words, the precise image, as well the exact and correct punctuation so that the reader gets pulled in…” Exact and correct punctuation! Your full stop is a weapon. You should use it. It gives you authority!

Exercise: 

I’m going to give you the beginning of a Raymond Carver short story. I just want you to write your version of where you think the story goes.

Dic Edwards

