         ‘Keep your motivation’--- Critically review Lightbown, P.M. and Spada, N (2000) ‘Factors Affecting Second Language Learning'.  In Candlin, C. N and Mercer, N (2000) English Language Teaching in its Social Context, Routledge London.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Second Language learning refers to individuals and groups who are learning an additional language besides their mother tongue; it involves informal second language learning and formal second language learning. Colloquial second language takes place in the naturalistic context, while formal second language learning takes place in the classroom (Muriel Saville-Troike, 2008). Usually, it covers the four competencies: listening, speaking, reading and writing, which means second language learning include the receptive and productive skills, and second language learners should have the ability of oracy and literacy.
According to Factors Affecting Second Language learning, written by Lightbown, P.M. and Spada, N (2000), there are many factors which can affect second language learning, such as the intelligence, aptitude, personality, motivation and attitudes, learner preferences, learner beliefs and the age of acquisition. First, from the viewpoint of the Lightbown, P.M. and Spada, N, the intelligence may be having a strong influence in language analysis and rule learning. At the same time, it plays a less critical role in the classroom, where the primary purpose of learning the second language is communication and interaction. More importantly, intelligence is sophisticated, different people have different kinds of abilities and strength. At present, there are two methods to test the aptitude of an individua. One is MLAT, the other is PLAB. Both of them are designed to test the different aspects of second language learning, for example, the ability to identify and memorize new sounds, understand the function of particular words in a sentence, figure out grammatical rules from language samples and the memory for new words. Successful language learners may not be very well in all of the components of aptitude. Most of us believed that extroverts have an advantage in second language learning. Nevertheless, not all researches support this conclusion, and there is no substantial evidence to demonstrate the relationship between personality and second language learning. Furthermore, there is no uniform standard for identification and measurement of the personality.
Another problem is that the variation of the personality may be a significant factor only in the acquisition of conversation skills, not in the acquisition of literacy skills. About motivation and attitudes, the authors cannot conclude that the second language learners achieve success just because they have high motivation. However, positive attitudes and motivation are related to success in second language learning, just because we do not know whether the motivation produced successful learning, or successful learning heightened motivation, or both are affected by other factors. Moreover, there are two kinds of motivation, the integrative motivation and the instrumental motivation, different kind of motivation may lead to a different result. Just as the authors’ words, “learning a second language can be a source of enrichment or a source of resentment”. There are other factors which can affect the motivation and attitudes of the second language learners, such as the social dynamic or power relationship between language. People may have different attitudes and motivation when they learn a majority language or a minority language. Learner preferences and learner beliefs also are the factors which can affect the second language learning, according to the authors, there are three learning styles, which are the perceptually based learning style, cognitive learning style and individual’s temperament or personality. The learner beliefs can be influential mediating factors which can influence the learners’ strategies. The last factor the authors mention in this article is the age of acquisition, and for many pieces of research, people believed that the critical period hypothesis exist, that is to say, there is a time in human development when the brain is predisposed for success in language learning. However, the CPH has been challenged in recent years; Mark Piatkowski’s study answered some questions such as what of other linguistic features? Is syntax as dependent on age acquisition as phonological development? And what about morphology? 
In terms of the above factors as mentioned, from my standpoint, I think the most important factor is the motivation and attitudes which can affect second language learning. Motivation and attitudes have a great influence on second language learners’ learning process and learning effect. Whether it can effectively stimulate and improve second language learners’ learning motivation plays a critical role in second language learning. Just like money is not everything, but without money, people can do nothing, second language learners cannot learn a second language well without motivation and positive attitudes. However, “the term ‘motivation’ is a convenient way of talking about a concept which is generally seen as a very important human characteristic, but which is also immensely complex.” (Zoltan Dornyei 2001) It means that the motivation it a rather complex issue, we cannot simply use the term ‘motivation’ to describe all phenomenon during the process of learning second language. This because people use the term ‘motivation’ to explain the reason why people have desire to do a particular thing and why they work hard to pursuing an aim. That is to say, we use the term ‘motivation’ to clarify a series of behavior or activities, however, these kind behavior or activities can be changed because people may change their mind at any time. Different people may have different kind of motivation and attitudes at their different life stage. Even for children, although most people believed that children can pick up a second language easily and quickly, their motivation and attitudes still vary to adapt to different environment, the motivation and attitudes would be changeable due to the outside environment, such as the attitude of their parents, teachers, their life situation or just because their age.  According to the Guerrero, Mario（2015）, second language learners’ learning motivation is a changing social, familiar, global social and professional characteristic, which may affect the motivation of second language learners during the learning process. More and more researchers come to realize that the nurture of motivation is a dynamical process. It is very important for second language learners keep the sustain motivation and attitudes during the second language learning. From the numerous studies, we can discover that the source of motivation is very complex, there are so many factors which can influence the motivation and attitudes. For example, the learners’ communicative needs, their attitudes toward the second language, the curiosity to the outside world, the instinct to explore the world, the sense of accomplishment in second language learning, the social contextual, the cultural and environmental elements, and so on. According to Noels(2002), factors that can influence motivation are divided into two categories: one is intrinsic orientation that refers to satisfaction whether due to the development of knowledge, self-achievement, or gaining exciting experiences; second is extrinsic orientation that happens due to external returns such as getting a degree, occupation, rewards, and others. And from Muhammad SHAHBAZ, Liu Yongbing	(2017), different social, psychological, cultural, contextual, and environmental factors affect second language learning. Moreover, some of these factors, such like the physical atmosphere of the college, the subject of study, teachers and teaching methodologies, the socio-economic status of students as well as peers, the competitive scenario, manageria1issues, and the number of students in the classroom play an important role in second language learning. As a result, when we study the motivation and attitudes for second language learning, on the one hand, we should pay attention to the outer elements such as the role of second language teachers, the governments’ effort, the whole social environment. On the other hand, we also need to find ways to stimulate the second language learners’ inner world, find proper ways to help them sustain their inner motivation and attitudes toward the second language learning. This is because at the beginning of the second language learning, different learners have different motivation, how can second language teachers help second language learners sustain these motivations is one of the biggest challenges in present second language teaching. Why are so many second language learners had strong motivation at the beginning of learning a second language, but the outcomes are not very satisfied? We can account for from various perspectives, from the perspective of motivation and attitude, at the beginning of learning the second language, the second language learners’ motivation may be the curiosity to the outside world or the instinct to explore the outside world, as time pass by, it may become the sense of accomplishment in second language learning. Therefore, the initial motivation of second language has the sensitivity, origination and instabilities, if the second learners want to sustain the dynamic motivation and attitudes, external help is involved, especially for those younger learners, teachers, parents, schools, governments and the whole social environment should work together to stimulate them to sustain the initial motivation and attitudes. It means, first, for second language learners, they should have a clear goal. To a great extent, efficient learning depends on whether students’ learning objectives are clear. Clear and firm goals will play a positive role in the process of learning, such as encouragement and supervision, to guide us to the ultimate success. Specifically, second language learners need strong learning perseverance to ensure sustained motivation. Second, for second language teachers, on the one hand, we should use appropriate teacher behaviours to maintain a pleasant and supportive atmosphere in the classroom and generate the students’ initial motivation, on the other hand, second language teachers should use appropriate teaching materials. Teaching materials play an important role in the process of second language learning. Teachers can enrich teaching content and means by adding other teaching forms such as movies, songs, poems, plays and other forms of expression, to make students feel the charm of the language as much as possible and strengthen students’ motivation. Third, schools, government as well as the whole society should give the second language a more comfortable language environment. Such as protect the second language learners’ self-esteem, provide enough opportunities and suitable sites for second language learners to promote cooperation among the learners, provide sufficient financial support for research and development of second language learning, and so on. In Ushida, Eiko’s(2005) study, students who had positive motivation and attitudes toward second language learning tend to take every opportunity to perfect their language skills and take advantage of the instruction as well as teachers can be influential in affecting students’ motivation and attitudes and reduce the second language learners’ anxious by creating a learning community. Furthermore, in the research of Mario Guerrero(2015), the author uses a high school in Colombia as an instrument to analyze the motivation and its relevance at normal high school in the social context, language policy and teaching context, and personal context. The author found that many variables are involved in the learning process. Hence, it is difficult to give the second language motivation a single definition. When studying the motivation of second language learning, the researchers need to take the social, political, financial, and personal aspects into account. 
  All in all, motivation is one of the most critical factors that affect the effect of second language learning, and it is also the motivation for learners to make continuous efforts. Often, the stronger the motivation is, the better the performance is. High motivation level has a massive role in promoting learning and learning progress can strengthen motivation. The influence of motivation on learning effect cannot be ignored. Moreover, we should pay attention to its’ dynamic process when emphases the significance of the motivation, because motivation is a very complex issue, and it always changes during the process of second language learning. Not only the second language learners should maintain their initial learning motivation and attitudes, but also the school, the government, as well as the whole society, should work together to provide a comfortable environment for the second language learners.  
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