ESSAY 1 (PLAN) – 

ESSAY 1 
 
Police misconduct is considered improper, unethical, dishonest or illegal activity carried out by an employee of a police force (ref.). Acts of Police misconduct are often highly publicised and scrutinised and such incidents have negative impacts on not only the potential victims, but the public perceptions of the forces involved. (ref.) Such failings change the way in which a force operates in order to ensure such incidents are avoided in the future. (ref.) This essay will examine how prominent cases of police misconduct and malpractice have influenced professional policing policies in line with the code of ethics and further evaluate how the public and communities confidence in police has been regained or increased when changes in policies are made. 
 
Cases - 
 
· Reffering to 'The Cardiff three'. Wrongful interview techniques leading to the arrest and imprisonment of innocent. How this ties in with policies on disclosure, recorded interviews code of ethics. 
· Reffering to Bijan Ebrahimi case and ASB policies now in place and use of BWV 
· Following on from above, discuss the IOPC and how police complaints are dealt with. Topics of discussing as follows: 
- Vetting
- Counter corruption 
- Complaints and misconduct 
- Governance 
 
Community confidence - 
 
· Statistics on community confidence in the police 
· Public reactions to police misconduct investigations and the new policies 
 
 
Conclusion - 
· Historically, there have been a number of cases of police misconduct that has effected policies and procedures and future policing.
· The public can have confidence that we do in fact police the police. 
· Drawing upon the positive outcomes from policies and procedures. 
· Police are expected to follow a code of ethics, act professionally etc. 



ESSAY 2 (DRAFT) 

Serious and organised crime groups, notoriously described in the UK as 'County Lines' have become more prominent than ever. They infiltrate communities, habitually target and abuse the vulnerable, take over their homes and devastate lives in order to operate. The vulnerable populations who are engaged are at the greatest risk of modern slavery, child sexual exploitation, drug addiction, violence and criminal conviction. (Williams and Finlay 2018). Firstly this essay will examine why particular groups are vulnerable to being targeted and further analyse the effectiveness of police practices used to investigate such matters. 
 
Organised crime groups are renowned for recruiting children and young adults as street level 'drug runners' and 'commuters' (Windle and Briggs 2015). This population often coming from impoverished areas, being socially excluded or subject to historic or current abuse are seen as impressionable, easy to manipulate and control. They are groomed with the promise of a luxury lifestyle, expensive gifts and quantities of money they would not usually be able to earn legally. In addition, children are also less likely to raise suspicion or have a criminal record, referred to as 'clean skins' they will not typically be subject to police charge or prosecution due to being minors. (SPACE 2019). By virtue, these collective attributes make them highly vulnerable to being prime candidates of exploitation. 
 
'Cuckooing' is when a gang or drug dealer invades a vulnerable adults home in order to use it as a base to supply drugs through fostering relationships with them. These victims are usually vulnerable due to learning difficulties, physical disabilities, mental health and drug addiction and less likely to report victimisation to the police (Coomber and Moyle 2017). Moyle 2019 stated that several drug users struggling to fund their addictions found themselves effortlessly and sometimes willingly drawn into 'running' and granting organised crime groups access to their homes. Their lack of income options and dependencies allowed them to be vulnerable to entering a 'mutually beneficial' relationship and even actively seeking them on occasions. Furthermore, these vulnerable adults may live a very isolated lifestyle having experienced abuse or neglect. For instance, a common tactic is to target vulnerable females by presenting themselves as a potential love interest. These females who have commonly been subjected to domestic violence are sometimes seeking someone to trust but are unable to protect themselves from violence, coercion and sexual exploitation when the relationship becomes abusive due to fear and intimidation, therefore making them a sought after target (Moyles 2019).  
 
--------------
 
All UK police forces have a strategy in place in order to investigate into county lines activity, including the safeguarding and protection of the vulnerable. The National County Lines Co-ordination Centre (NCLCC) work with UK police in order to 'Prepare, Prevent, Pursue and Protect' (CPS.GOV 2022). Although a large portion of vulnerable people engaged with serious and organised crime groups are trapped between being a victim and committing offences, the real aim is to 'protect, not punish'. The police force aim to achieve this through means such as raising awareness, identify vulnerable targets at the earliest point, consistent information and intelligence sharing with partner agencies and other forces (Oliver and Cockbain 2021). 
 
· Continue on from above, finding supporting evidence/statistics of the effectiveness of at least 3 practices (early intervention, 4p's model etc.).
· Showing at least one renowned example of successful police investigation/safeguarding of the vulnerable 
· On the other hand, discuss where improvements need to be made or where police can be more effective (in order to present both the positives and negative) 
 
Overall, a large population of people can be considered vulnerable to being targeted and there is no specific or definite type due to the consistent expansion of serious organised crime groups. However, most are considered 'vulnerable' by police definition. These groups strategically target and recruit the vulnerable for criminal labour and many aspects of the diverse population make them prime targets. The UK police force work, collaboratively and tirelessly to continue to improve their knowledge, awareness and practices in order to protecting the vulnerable. Research shows that a number of practices currently in use are mostly effective, however there is definitely more work to be done in order to become more effectiveness. 

