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Reflection
This research has been both of personal interest as well as academic growth for my future studies. It required me to research into different methods, step out of my comfort zone and on top of that work extremely hard to make sure that I could complete and compile all of my work together. In this essay, I will be reflecting upon the research process that I undertook for this project on the struggles and problems that UK Pubs and hospitality face. I looked at how these establishments and businesses are expected to stay open over the next five years. The whole research process had many components. These included identifying a problem, formulating a question, deciding on what research approach I should take, collecting all of the data together and finally analysing my findings all together. With this essay I will be able to examine the challenges that I encountered, the important learning I did and knowledge I gained, and how what work I have done here can impact not only my future studies, but on top of that my future career.
The creation of the idea I had come up with has come up from former jobs that I have worked and on top of that the people that I have worked with. On top of that noticing the declining amount of pubs in the UK and with that, the declining amount of jobs that are available for people of all ages and all backgrounds. I know that, especially of recent times people within this sector have voiced their concerns about viability. I recognised through this that I feel as though not enough work or research is being compiled within this sector and that it needed further investigation. Not only for the people working in these sectors but also for customers who might see these places as a nice social hub. This is especially in light of the COVID 19 pandemic and the ongoing economic pressures that are placing an additional strain upon these businesses. 
Formulating my research question “How are pubs in the UK going to struggle to stay open in the next five years?” stemmed from a desire to be able to understand the future trajectory for this industry, which I felt was important as it includes preserving an integral part of British culture, but also for economic reasons. The strengths that this idea comes with is the fact that it is relevant to current challenges that are being faced by many businesses within the world. The setbacks to this question however is the fact that it is quite a broad topic with a lot to discuss. I could of improved my question by making it even more specific focusing on a singular problem as I then could of done more in depth research. For example I could of narrowed it down to just smaller establishments, and how government regulations are having an impact on them. I feel this would of definitely of been a more focused question which would of made my research become more manageable. On top of that while I was preparing this question I was considering using only qualitative data, however I decided to switch to a hybrid approach. Including quantitative data allowed me to enhance the reliability scope of my findings. This was clear and showed as I was able to both cover statistical trends within this topic as well as personal experience. As a result I felt like it helped the conclusions that I came up with more meaningful because of my decisions.
The research process of my idea faced many challenges, one of the most significant was being able to interview and gather information from different pub owners and managers. Not only that with people going there to enjoy themselves it was difficult to engage with people who had a minute to spare to participate within this research. This took longer then expected unfortunately and required additional time to be able to follow up with respondents. On top of that the COVID pandemic presented an unforeseen challenge to gather data as a few pubs that we had tried to go to had closed since.
Another challenge I had was being able to accommodate for primary and secondary data. Secondary data was able to provide me with valuable context around certain scenarios, the primary data however, was more complex to collect.  
Another complication had arose from the diversity of pubs that I had aimed to target, with a wide range in our sight. Let again this led to valuable insight within these industries however as a result of this, it led to inconsistencies within our data that we had collected. The inconsistency, in the end was able to highlight the importance of considering contextual factors when analysing the data which I did not expect at the start of this project.
Despite all of the challenges that I have faced throughout I remained committed to my research goals. Regular communication and thoughts helped me through these challenges. I also was able to develop a clear understanding of the nuances within the pub industry
Throughout my research I was able to develop many different skills that will enchance both my academic and professional abilities. I would say that the key skill that I learned was the ability to both use primary and secondary data and synthesise them together. I used them to build a comprehensive understanding of in my opinion quite a complex issue. With that I was able to learn about various data collection methods effectively and how to balance them to create a well balanced research project. Not only that, to be able to work with both qualitative and quantitative data was benefitical as I was able to gain and interpret information from multiple angles. I feel as though this was able to provide a more in depth look at what challenges pubs had to face. Not only that I feel as though this research helped me build a resilience and to try and keep on going. I had to adjust my methods at times, adjust time lines as well as reconsider the scope of my research all together. 
In conclusion, the research process for investigating into the struggles that UK pubs had faced and will be facing was not only challenging, but also rewarding. My idea of my research question was based upon personal feedback I had received but also personal interest. I feel as though throughout my research, the skills I have learned will help me through many stages in my professional life but also my personal life as well. Not only that I feel as though this has given me a deeper understanding of complexities in the pub industries overall and the research outcomes that I have given will hopefully contribute to ongoing debates about pubs in the UK and the local area.
