LUKE MORGAN - 2124732 – COHORT 1/22 - Assignment 1
Essay one: How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing? Support your answer with relevant evidence drawn from academic sources. 
Word limit: 1000 words.
This essay will discuss instances of Police malpractice and Misconduct and use various research to detail and underpin its influence on Modern Professional Policing.
Misconduct is defined under the Police Conduct Regulations 2020 as a breach of the Standards of professional behaviour that is so serious as to justify disciplinary action and malpractice relates to daily failings of officers in the execution of their duties. (UK Government, 2020) 
We associate the actions and duties of the Police to be performed to the highest of standards with due diligence to those the Police engage with.  The Police introduced Policies and Code of practices to ensure this, one namely the Code of Ethics which is a professional framework which aims to support and inform officers for each and every decision they make to ensure professional, correct behaviour and judgment (College Of Policing, 2023). However, even with such framework, it is recognised that the Code of Ethics alone is not enough to combat Unprofessionalism or Misconduct (College Of Policing, 2023). 
A notable and recent instance of Police Malpractice and Misconduct is the Murder of Sarah Everard in 2021 by Former Police Constable Wayne Couzens. Couzens used his Authority as a Police Constable to facilitate the engagement and subsequent murder of EVERARD. (Metropolitan Police, 2023). 
Couzens’ actions have been broadcasted in the mainstream media, with intense scrutiny from various sources now on the Police force as a whole. Thus, policies that the Police have introduced are now at the topic of conversation when instances such as this are discussed. And this can be seen as a positive effect on Modern professional Policing as more effective analysis and enforcement around values, ideals and ethics which underpin the Police will result in the Public viewing the Police as more disciplined transparent Organisation, in turn improving relations.  
This instance has undoubtedly changed the perception which the public has on the Police and created a need for change and reform within the Police force throughout the United Kingdom to address the issues of Violence against Women as well as the issues of Police misuse of powers and Police misconduct going forward. (Rusk, 2021). With this, Modern Professional Policing now has to become more understanding, adaptive and has to ensure that effective changes are made. 
In response to the Everard Murder, The Metropolitan Police introduced a policy which alters how plain clothed officers interact with lone persons. The Police officer can now ring a number for the member of the public, who can speak to the officers Sergeant or the Police Control room to make certain of their identity as a Police officer (Cooke, 2021). Here we see a change directly correlated to Modern Professional Policing. This is something that will affect not only all current officers, but any future officers who come into the role. Training will need to reflect and incorporate this and standards will need to be set out to ensure compliance and understanding. Deep scrutiny of this and other rules is also expected. 
The Independent Office for Police Conduct,  are an independent organisation who investigate matters surrounding Police Complaints and set the standards and precedent for how matters should be dealt with. They also make changes when necessary to the ways in which forces operate (Independant Office for Police Conduct, 2020).  What can be seen as good influence on Modern Professional Policing is that investigations such as the ones from the IOPC help to uncover issues that are widespread and those that are not reported. For example, An IOPC investigation was conducted into allegations of misconduct into two Police constables. The investigation unearthed further evidence implicating six further constables, all were placed under investigation. (Independant Office for Police Conduct, 2020).   
Past instances of malpractice and misconduct have brought on a change that Police forces are using to ensure a transparent modern professional policing, this being the release of Statistics. The release of these statistics enable the Police to be completely transparent with the public, giving them a deeper understanding and base of knowledge for what happens to complaints, how they are dealt with and what the outcomes are. It also demonstrates a sense of open and honesty from the police which is what the police strive to maintain (College of Policing, 2021). For many members of the public, this can be a way of forming a better relation with the police as it shows them that the police recognise that there are certain issues at hand and it ensures that they are dealt with appropriately (GOV.UK, 2023). The influence that these past instances have had mean that Modern professional Policing is based around statistics which in turn puts greater emphasis on accountability and honesty within the Police, hopefully building Public relations. 
Another example of Police Misconduct and Malpractice that have influenced Modern Professional Policing is The Murder of Stephen Lawrence. The Macpherson Inquiry which came from this investigation changed the Polices’ attitudes to race relations and also enabled changes to practices and Law such as the Double Jeopardy Law. (Rocks, 2022) . The Lawrence Murder is a driving factor in the way in which Modern Professional Policing tackle Issues or race, discrimination within the Police force and it will continue to shape the way Policing is at present and how it changes in the coming years.  
In conclusion, Modern professional Policing has been evidently influenced by previous misconduct and malpractice instances. Noticeable changes are being made to different areas of the police, namely, the use of Statistics has made the Modern Police officer more accountable, but has also meant the role is more scrutinised and analytically reviewed. This in turn will help to restore public faith and confidence in the police. Modern Professional Policing has had to adapt and change to be the most transparent and trusting profession it can be, and continued improvements in the way Rules and policies are enforced alongside recognition of failure and improvement from failure will allow Modern professional Policing to take steps to become the best it can be.
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Essay two: How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents?
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words.

This essay will discuss the media’s coverage and its effects on policing strategies and focus on incidents which fall under the nature of PUBLIC PROTECTION.  I will use research and case studies to assist in detailing this. 

To gain a better understanding, Public protection incidents are policing incidents which are of a certain nature that may affect the communities we live in if not dealt with appropriately. These incidents range from Domestic related, missing persons or incidents involving sexual offenders. Officers known as PUBLIC PROTECTION OFFICERS are trained to deal with such incidents and their roles also extend to the risk assessment and management of possibly dangerous or known to be dangerous offenders as well vulnerable or intimidated witnesses and victims.  (Police Superintendents' Association, 2023)	

There are various forms of policing strategies that are implemented on a daily basis both explicitly and illicitly. These range from formulating risk management plans, risk assessments and interventions. All these strategies play a big role in protecting vulnerable victims and witnesses as well as legally and ethically restricting dangerous or potentially dangerous offenders from going about their day to day lives. This causes issues surrounding Human rights to be thought about. Such as Article 8 the right to Respect for your private and family life. (College of Policing, 2017)

These strategies are at risk from media coverage. Public protections incidents more often than not draw a lot of attention form media sources. However if an incident which needs public attention is not worthy of presenting or showing on media sources then it may not receive as much coverage as it should. (Colbran, 2022). There is also more of emphasis from media coverage of the negatives that happens within the police, this directly impacts policing strategies as time and effort is taken away from these strategies and placed on focusing on negatives. Whereas the policing strategies that work day to day are not reported on and do not get the public attention it needs. (Colbran, 2022).

It is of no surprise that today’s media have a major influence on peoples ideologies, preferences but also on their viewpoints and this ultimately affects the Police Force as a whole. The Media is very much a part of our day to day life’s whether this be via newspaper, social media or on television. The media is there for us to see at any given time allowing them to be the first point of contact for information, stories. Thus meaning that if media coverage of the police and such strategies is negative or conflated, then these strategies may become less effective or efficient in situations such as gathering information and ensuring public safety.    (Morey, 2015)

Despite this, there are positives that can be drawn from media coverage that impact policing strategies.  Efficient and effective media coverage of policing strategies such as missing person’s reports, media appeals and information posts can make the difference between an effective or non-effective strategy. The Polices use of media coverage can be broken down into forms. Providing information, Engagement, and intelligence and investigation. All these forms are effective uses of media coverage and have a positive knock on effect in relation to policing strategies surrounding Public protection incidents. Such as disseminating information regarding road closures, investigations, persons to look out for and to not approach. All information which is key to public protection. (The Police Foundation, 2014)



In very recent times there have been issues surrounding media coverage of policing incidents and the way certain information has been reported. When looking at the unfortunate events surrounding Nicola Bulley, a female who went missing and was recovered from a river. Various issues arose from the media’s coverage of the police’s strategies but also issues with how the police went about certain decisions relating to media coverage. Let’s discuss these and how it has affected police strategies. (Daniel, 2023)

The disappearance of NICOLE BULLEY caused widespread alarm and panic. Police conducted numerous enquiries into her disappearance however they were unable to gain any definitive answers for BULLEYs family or the wider public. At some point the decision was made to release information regarding BULLEYs private life specifically about struggles she faced. This detailed her issues with Alcohol dependency and Menopause. This private and sensitive information release was caught on to by the media instantaneously. This release of information gave way to the downfall of trust in the police and their strategies relating to such Public protection incidents. It also created the want and need for investigations independently into policing strategies such as this one. (MATTHEWS & CARR, 2023)

This incident and the media coverage received has highlighted the massive backlash In relation to policing strategies. There is serious scrutiny of the actions taken by the Police and this has resulted in numerous effects on these strategies. Such as lack of trust from the public and a lesser sense of willingness to report incidents with the fear of themselves or others having to go through what BULLEY went through. (Daniel, 2023)

In conclusion, Media coverage is something that the Police must adapt to, encountering all of its positives and negatives. It is a tool that almost all members of the public have access to in today’s society and it is at the forefront of almost all things we do day to day. From advertisement to social media, the strategies that the police use can be seen or known about at any given point and accountability and transparency is key in ensuring public confidence. It is therefore essential that media coverage should be accurate, neutral and unbiased. However as media coverage becomes a more competitive world, it is impossible to negate any pre-conceived ideas or any biases in their entirety. It is evident that media coverage has varying effects on Policing strategies and therefore The police have devised dedicated departments and officers to ensure that media coverages is as effective as possible in public domain and has as little effect on Public protection incidents. (College Of Policing, 2017)
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Essay three: How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? 
Your answer must be based on academic research, but you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words.

This essay will thoroughly discuss what early intervention is, its different forms and specifically evaluate the effectiveness, or in-effectiveness, of it preventing young people from offending or re-offending. Also discussed will be a young person’s offending and re-offending rate using research to benefit my study into this. 

Early intervention is a generic term used for various different programmes, networks and support initiatives for younger persons in order to prevent and deter them from entering into negative, disruptive and or crime based life. These forms of intervention can range from visitation, programmes which centre on emotional and social skills as well as mentorships. Early intervention is a tool which directly aims to reduce factors within a young person’s life, the main factors targeted are Risk factors and Positive factors. Using different targeting methods, individuals can receive tailored support in order to make the intervention as successful as possible.  (Early Intervention Foundation, 2023)

An example of Early Intervention is a Programme from ACTION FOR CHILDREN titled SERIOUS ORGANISED CRIME EARLY INTERVENTION SERVICE. This form of intervention is a unique type of programme which uses formed young offenders to act as mentors and supports of current young children who are offending filtering them into education and employment instead of crime and hardships. The programme that has been rolled out in Glasgow since 2013 has seen vast positive outcomes with the young persons they work seeing almost two thirds of young children’s behaviour has improved since starting with the project.  There is also a wider sense of positive impact not only on the individuals themselves but agencies as financial analysis of the project shows that the Glasgow Council saved around half a million pounds due to young children being steered away from requiring the need of Secure care. (Action For Children, 2019). Action from Children also detail how a young child worked with who had committed 600 offences prior to their interaction, support and guidance had not re-offended post intervention. It is clear that mainstream, concise and relatable support from persons of an understanding nature is very effective when it comes to diverting young children offending or re-offending.  (Action For Children, 2019)


There also other forms of intervention which are less explicit or direct and invite young person’s away from poor behaviours. These are as simple things as youth clubs and groups. The clubs or groups are a positive way to steer people away from bad behaviours as they encompass education and fun with socialising. More approachable and enjoyable groups or clubs for young people In turn boosts their level of commitment to changing their ways, behaviours and possible offending and focusing on improving their skills or finding new things to do. (King, 2022) 

 However in recent times with numerous local service budget cuts, these services are being taken away from young people. (Booth, 2019). With cuts and closures of such clubs, there is very real worry that young people are going into habits of poor behaviour and crime or even falling back into old habits which these clubs got them out of. Cambridgeshire’s youth service budget had fallen 80% from 2011 to 2018, whilst in 2018 knife crimes went up but nearly double data showed.  The ALL PARTY PARLIAMENTARY GROUP (APPG) looked at the issue of young offending and the direction correlation of this to youth services and their cut. (Smith, 2020) The APPG made Freedom of interaction requests to all local authorities in England and Wales regarding their youth services. The research showed that there is a negative correlation between the closing of youth centres and an increase in Knife crime. The research was also used as a tool to gain a deeper understanding of the needs of young people. This shows that youth services are a key and effective factor in preventing young people from offending in their communities and is also an effective deterring for them re-offending and with continued cuts to budgets and the removal of services their effectiveness will follow the course and diminish. (Smith, 2020)




The criminal justice system and those within are also making their best attempts to provide previous offenders with different disposals to prevent them from offending again. The police now have at their use RESTORATIVE JUSTICE. RESTORATIVE JUSTICE (RJ) is mutual consultation between the victim and the offender to come to a desirable resolution agreed by both parties. RJ imposes victim satisfaction and Perpetrator engagement resulting in community confidence and the ability to give offenders an opportunity to take responsibility. (Crown Prosecution Service, 2023) RJ can take many forms whether it be a letter of apology from offender to victim or an offender paying for damage caused. (Strang, et al., 2013) States how after research into 1879 offenders in 10 experiments that one out of ten experiments showed significant effect in re-offending but nine out of ten showed less re-offending to a lesser degree. This research showing benefits of the RJ process in preventing further offending from young people. The research also points to various financial benefits of RJ which creates a bigger assumption that this is an early intervention process which will have positive impact on a young person’s offending but also the costs around the agencies or groups in which they may come across such as police forces or local authorities. (Strang, et al., 2013)

In conclusion, it is apparent that having physically and financially accessible youth services make a positive effect on young people and deterring them from entering the realm of crime and hardships. This alongside continued support and prevention programmes would enable young people to continue to steer away from such things and would benefit local authorities and agencies. It is also clear that targeted and individualised support has a significant impact on a young person’s chance of re-offending after the initial phase and enhances their abilities to progress in the future post intervention. Early intervention is a positive and effective tool in whichever way used and continued or boosted financial help from the government will ensure this.
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Essay four: Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders? 
You must use academic research, rather than personal opinion, to support your answer. You may make reference to relevant case studies. 
Word limit: 1000 words.


[bookmark: _GoBack]The rehabilitation of offenders is a topic at the fore front of Prison debate and dialogue. In recent times rehabilitation has changed from overt punishment to forms of correction instead. (Politics.co.uk, 2021) This essay will discuss what rehabilitating is, what it consists of, the good and bad of rehabilitation and whether partnership approaches are the most effective means of rehabilitation. Research will be conducted to aide and support my understanding.

The Offender rehabilitation act 2014 is a major stepping stone towards efficient use of varying agencies to provide effective rehabilitation of offenders. This due to it encompassing areas of weakness within current rehabilitation and provide solutions to these problem areas as Rehabilitation Activity Requirement (Uk Government, 2014)

Rehabilitation of offenders is a key part of the prison system. Rehabilitation in any form starts when a person is in a prison where they can benefit from educational programmes, drug/alcohol rehabilitation as well as any individual issues a person may experience. Rehabilitation also extends to when a person leaves the prison system and re-enters the public domain, where they can be benefit from housing support and further, educational or employment support provided by the probation service and other agency providers. . (Politics.co.uk, 2021)

Partnership approaches are vital for offender rehabilitation as it encompasses numerous aspects of their daily lives which they will need help with such as housing, financial, employment support. Working with different agencies such as local authorities, Department for work and pensions, ministry of Justice helps to improve and make efficient the way in which offenders re-settle in the public space, which in turn protects the offenders and the public. A National Partnership agreement launched in 2019 encompasses Ministers from Family support, housing and child maintenance to work as a cohesive group to make better a person’s return into their community (Ministry of Justice, 2019)

There are numerous agencies that work with persons once they are outside of the penal system and when they are back in the community. One of which are called IOM, Integrated offender management. They aid and support offenders in correspondence with partner agencies at reginal and national levels to create and develop frameworks to reduce reoffending and enhance risk management and rehabilitation of such offenders. The daily work they do with agencies and offenders ensures that they are managed within the community and signposted to the best help and support available, this work is extremely effective given its current growth as well as its continued work on top of the success of the Wales Reducing Reoffending strategy 2014-2016. (IOMCymru, 2023)


An effective way of rehabilitating offenders through partnership work is employment. Coming back into the public domain, a job is the starting point for a structured and focused part of a person’s life and this is something that offenders need. It ensures that they are taken away from the mind-sets of offending, having their own income and having a sense of independence. Through partnered based approaches with the Criminal justice system and agencies such as NOVUS, who work with offenders to get them into employment and ensure they do not reoffend, rehabilitation is becoming a much more successful aspect when looked at within a community setting. (NOVUS, 2023)

The issue with rehabilitation within the prison whether it be through partnership directives specifically whilst offenders are in the penal system is that prisons are becoming more dangerous places to be. The explicit way of life of prison directly effects a person’s ability to adapt into normal civilisation resulting in these persons becoming prone to a certain prison way of life and unable to conform to normal life. This results in prisoners being unable to follow certain things through, due to changes in their personalities such as being less agreeable and more aggressive. (Jarrett, 2018). 

Due to prisons being becoming a lot more unstable and dangerous, initiatives and changes are needed to ensure rehabilitation of offenders can work within a prison setting and a partnership approach can be effectively introduced. (Ministry of Justice, 2021). As per this new strategy, the planned implementation of zero tolerance drugs approached, drug/alcohol treatment, basic educational support, employment support and financial support will allow for the rehabilitation of offenders to become much more streamlined In the first instance inside a prison setting and will ensure the effective rehabilitation throughout a person’s stay at the prison. This in direct link with partner agencies and supporting individuals or companies shows that partnership approaches are an effective method in rehabilitating offenders as it provides them with numerous avenues of support and help with essential things such as employment and education which they will be able to use immediately upon release. (Ministry of Justice, 2021).

A main partnership approach undertakes to ensure the effective rehabilitation of offenders is managed by His Majesty’s Prison service. The Ministry of Justice they ensure that offenders are managed effectively from the first point of contact to the competition of their sentence. The National Offender Management Service underpins the principles of offender management by working with local policing teams and with various support or intervention programmes to reduce offending. (College of Policing, 2020) 

In conclusion, a Partnership approach is an effective way of rehabilitating offenders when the offenders engage and follow all the help and support provided to them. By its own virtue, if offenders do not engage then the work of the partnership agencies will go unnoticed and unfortunately wasted.  The research shows rehabilitation is the new way that the prison system is heading by working directly at facilitating the effective release of prisoners back into the local communities in order to stop them from re-offending. A planned-out strategy is and will be effective however there is still work to do to ensure that the support is received by all offenders, and some are not forgotten about. The main aspects of rehabilitation focus on a person’s day to day activities which relate to education, financial and employment support, maintain access to services for these will ensure a person’s effective rehabilitation.
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