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Part 1
A curriculum plays a very important role in a child’s early childhood education. A curriculum provides meaningful experiences, supporting children’s individual development and providing a framework for professionals to ensure they are providing high quality experiences and education for children (Ofsted, 2024). Learning in the early years is fundamental for children, high quality learning experiences supports a child to thrive throughout their education and afterwards (Ofsted, 2024). A meaningful and purposeful curriculum framework can be adjusted to meet the individual needs and development stages of the children but ensuring to still follow the main body of the framework. As a practitioner within the early years, an important role is meeting every child individual intellectual, physical and emotional need (Department for Education, 2024). 
In Wales, the Early Childhood Play, Learning and Care framework also known as ECPLC is a national strategic framework created by the Welsh Government. The framework focuses on the education, well-being and development of all children in Wales from birth to five years old. The aim of the ECPLC framework is providing children and babies with safe and happy environments to learn and play (Early Years Wales, 2026). The framework emphasises the importance of creating a consistent and integrated approach within childcare settings and educational settings ensuring every child from 0 to 5 experiences high quality provision and safe and happy environments in every setting they attend (Welsh Government, 2023). The importance of delivering a consistent approach to nurturing, learning and development through play-based childcare and education opportunities is strongly emphasised within the ECPLC framework (Welsh Government, 2023). Consistently throughout the ECPLC framework, it is emphasised upon the importance of the legal right that children must grow and thrive within happy, healthy and safe environments (Welsh Government, 2023). Within Wales, the framework has a significant contribution with limiting the impact of inequalities or social factors that can have lasting effects on children’s lives, committing to challenging barriers to ensure young children have the best opportunities (Welsh Government, 2023). The ECPLC has clear commitments within the framework. Child development is at the heart of the framework, and the framework emphasises the importance of children’s right to play (Welsh Government, 2023). Play has a significant contribution, to the development of healthy relationships, building resilience, enabling young children and the ability to make connections which is crucial for the positive wellbeing of children and supporting learning and development (Welsh Government, 2023). Additionally, the framework is committed to respecting all practitioners and emphasising the importance of their role within the framework in supporting children and babies’ wellbeing and plating an important role in building the foundations for their future development (Welsh Government, 2023). Building on the care and support that children are exposed to provides supporting environments and opportunities to play and develop a sense of cynefin (Welsh Government, 2023). Cynefin is a community, culture, heritage and identity (The Cynefin Company, 2026). Cynefin is a place where an individual will feel a sense of belonging, familiarisation to people and the landscapes around us and sights and sounds are recognisable (The Cynefin Company, 2026). 
The framework is apparent of the importance of high-quality provision and that is paramount throughout, although there is no agreed concept of quality internationally, In Wales the ECPLC, certain elements of the provision have been clearly identified as important elements to ensuring a quality provision (Welsh Government, 2023). Enabling adults use knowledge and understanding of child development to support young children and babies, they are warm, attentive and responsive to young children’s needs and wishes and are skilful and interested in young children and their development (Estyn, 2024). An effective environment should be central to children’s experiences both indoors and outdoors and allowing opportunities for exploration which will enable the children to develop a sense of belonging (Hwb, no date). An effective environment enables a child to experience variety, risk and challenge and will ultimately allow the development of confidence, independence and resilience (Hwb, no date).  Children should have the opportunity to experience enabling experiences, enabling experiences can be seen through helping children make connections between different learning opportunities and revisit their experiences, be multi-sensory – allowing children to experience and be inspired by the creativity of others and hands on and purposeful experiences (Hwb, no date).
Play is a fundamental right for children. Allowing children, the opportunity to play can help them develop and explore their physical, cognitive and social capabilities (Welsh Government, 2023). Through play children can safely explore their emotions, develop concentration and attention and learn perseverance and the skill of problem solving (Welsh Government, 2023).  Play pedagogy is integrating children’s play experiences with curricular learning, it helps engage children in personal and meaningful activities whilst learning about themselves and others (Play Scotland, 2026). Pedagogy supports the individual needs of the children, and the early years play, and child led activities are utilised to support children’s learning (The National Strategies Early Years, 2010). However, there are barriers and challenges towards play based learning.  Teachers and practitioners may feel they do not have the professional knowledge, skills or confidence to ensure high quality play-based learning opportunities for children (British Psychological Society, 2023). To enable professionals to feel confident and able to promote play based learning, up to date and relevant training van ensure the continuous professional knowledge surrounding the importance of play (Mary Immaculate College, 2025). Educational systems features may have a negative impact of play based learning, expectations around documenting and assessing leaning (Mary Immaculate College, 2025). To challenge the impact that education systems may have on play based learning is to explore the correct tool for assessing learning through play, such as the ECPLC assessments which relies on observing children’s natural daily activities across key pathways rather than using formal testing tools and assesses the development of social and emotional, physical, communication and language and exploration and play (Welsh Government, 2025). Another barrier that may impact learning though play is child features, some children may not have well developed play skills which can have a negative impact on the child learning through play (Mary Immaculate College, 2025). To challenge this barrier, allowing the children with underdeveloped play skills to model their peers and providing additional adults to support the child’s engagement with play opportunities through a child led approach (Whalley, 2025). 
The ECPLC framework is a bridge between early years and school age. The ECPLC is created for children from birth until five years of age and it a bridge before the Curriculum for Wales which covers learners in school from ages three to sixteen. The areas of learning are important aspects of both the ECPLC framework and the Curriculum for Wales. The ECPLC is structured around five core developmental pathways, these pathways focus on holistic development instead of formal structured subjects. The developmental pathways of ECPLC are, belonging, exploration, communication, physical development and wellbeing (Welsh Government, 2023). However, within the Curriculum for Wales, there are six areas of leaning and these areas are designed to connect traditional subjects, the areas of learning are, expressive arts, health and well-being, humanities, languages literacy and communication, numeracy and mathematics and science and technology (Hwb, no date). Every development pathway within the ECPLC framework is crucial to a child’s individual development and their ability to thrive. Belonging allows a child to build secure and positive attachments with peers and care givers and allow them to develop a sense of how they fit in to the many groups they belong in and they individual importance within (Welsh Government, 2023).  Developing a sense of belonging allows the understanding of the importance of cynefin as it support a child to develop positive connections with their home, setting and ultimately their community and the wider world. Belonging plays an important role in teaching children who they are and who they can become (Welsh Government, 2023). However, in addition to belonging, in the Curriculum for Wales as they get older, they will learn about humanities. Although they have different names they ultimately strive for the same outcome, humanities encompass the importance of history, religion, values and ethics which will promote the understanding for societies, cultures and the communities they live in (Hwb, no date). Another area of learning that is important in both the ECPLC and the Curriculum for Wales is well-being. Within the ECPLC framework, wellbeing is emphasised through the importance of feeling connected, secure and safe are key elements (Welsh Government, 2023).  Children are influenced by the adults, experiences and environments they are exposed too, when these three elements come to together and work successfully, they create a sense of positive wellbeing for the children (Welsh Government, 2023). Children who can build secure and positive relationships can develop confidence and will therefore make good choices, develop a sense of resilience and independence (Welsh Government, 2023). Similarly, to this, the Curriculum for Wales emphasises the importance of learning about health and wellbeing. This is actioned through a focus on physical, mental, emotional health and social wellbeing which will ultimately support learners to build resilience and develop a positive wellbeing, like the outcomes of ECPLC (Hwb, no date). The areas of development from the ECPLC framework creates a stepping stone for the areas of learning within the Curriculum for Wales. By a child being exposed to the developmental pathways can have a profound positive impact when exposed to the areas of learning within the Curriculum for Wales. Both the framework and curriculum value each child’s individual need and development.
To conclude, a curriculum plays a very important role in a child’s exposure to early childhood education. A positive well thought out curriculum provides meaningful experiences, supports children’s individual needs and support professionals and practitioners and that has been evident through the ECPLC framework. Although barriers may challenge the framework it is important for professionals to challenge these barriers and enable strategies to overcome such as adequate training, choosing a correct assessment tool and modelling good practice. Learning though play is an important part of a child’s learning and development. The ECPLC allows a positive start and opportunities for children from birth to five and creates a secure bridge between the framework and the Curriculum for Wales, through showing similar areas of learning and core values. Ultimately, a curriculum is an important and crucial part of every child’s educational journey.
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Part 2 
Within early childhood education, assessment is an important aspect as it enables practitioners to understand children’s development and implement additional support with early identification (Department for Education, 2025). Assessment within the early years, identifies children’s strengths and individual learning needs, rather than solely the child’s weaknesses (Department for Education, 2022) (Southampton City Council, no date). Assessments conducted within play-based curriculum recognise that all children development at different rates and paces (Children on the Edge, no date).  Recognising that every child is individual is reflected in the concept of the unique child, which emphasises the importance of recognising each child’s individual strengths and interest and creating individualised support (Leach, 2025).
The statutory framework for the early years foundation stage (EYFS), includes a commitment to the ‘unique child’, every child is a unique child who is continuously learning whilst being resilient, capable, confident and self-assured (Department for Education, 2025) (Grenier, 2025). The unique child is a foundationable principle in early childhood education which recognises that every child has an individual way of learning, and the concept highlights the importance of professionals tailoring individualised support to each child’s individual needs (Leach, 2025).  Every child develops in different ways and development is not the same for every child or automatic process (Birth to 5 Matters, no date). A unique child’s development is dependent on the opportunities they experience such as positive relationships and enabling and safe environments which will ultimately encourage their engagement (Birth to 5 Matters, no date). Every child will have a unique way of learning about the world around them and interacting with others, which every way a child does this is not wrong (Department for Education, 2025). Learning how a child views the world around them and interacts with their peers is crucial to for professionals to understand how best to support each unique child (Birth to 5 Matters, no date).
Within early years education, both the unique child and the ECPLC framework centre the concept around a child centred approach and personalised learning opportunities and support. The unique child recognises that every child is individual and supports children’s individual development pace (Grenier, 2025). Similarly, the ECPLC integrates play based and holistic learning styles which is child led focused (Welsh Government, 2023). Both frameworks prioritise holistic development, supporting every child individual developmental pathway, understanding that every child’s physical, emotional and cognitive growth develops at an individual pace (Welsh Government, 2023) (Leach, 2025). Play based learning is foundation within both frameworks, emphasising this holistic development and child led approach, within both frameworks learning is strongly used through play-based opportunities which promotes exploration and individualised learning instead of rigid classroom environments (Welsh Government, 2024). The role of the practitioner is abundantly similar within both frameworks. Within both frameworks, the practitioner’s role is observing the development of each child and responding to the individualised needs that each child may require, which evidently displays that the unique child is strong key element of the ECPLC framework (Leach, 2025) (Care Inspectorate Wales, 2026).
Assessments within the ECPLC framework focuses on ongoing and natural observations rather than formal testing and observation criteria. Assessment is a vital part of the ECPLC, it allows practitioners to develop deeper understandings of each child’s individual development pathway, alongside supporting each child’s wellbeing and sense of belonging (Welsh Government, 2025). In accordance with Welsh Government (2025), assessments should be undertaken and seen as a natural part of daily practice and assessments should be meaningful. The framework has clearly highlighted how in the past assessments had been focused on outcomes, such as if a child has reached a certain level of development and was often used as a measuring tool. A clear representation of the shift towards a holistic assessment approach has been demonstrated within this framework. The framework has clear guidance for practitioners on how assessments should take place and how they should not. Assessments should capture what children can do and focus on a strengths-based approach by recognising the children’s abilities and areas where support is needed rather than focus entirely on gaps in children’s development (Welsh Government, 2025). Within the ECPLC framework, assessment is continuous and conducted within a holistic approach which is naturally embedded within warm and responsive relationships between practitioners and children (Welsh Government, 2025). Assessments are undertaken within the ECPLC using a ‘notice, analyse and response’ approach, which naturally embeds assessments into everyday practice (Welsh Government, 2025). This approach supports the close attention on children through their actions and communication which ultimately displays the child’s needs and interest which can allow practitioners to adapt the care and experience the children are exposed to, to support their ongoing development (Welsh Government, 2025). Using this approach allows the opportunity to observe development, reflect on progress and adjust the provision when necessary (Welsh Government, 2025). The notice, analyse and response approach helps practitioners to conduct thoughtful decisions that support every child’s unique journey. 
Notice is used through observing the children with care and curiosity and understand how each child develops, learns and explores through play (Welsh Government, 2025). Practitioners will understand each child’s individual developmental pathway, through this individualised approach practitioners will be able to understand what enhances each child curiosity and excitement and ensuring the environment supports that. Understanding how each child expresses themselves is an important aspect of a child development, every child may express themselves differently through gestures, facial expressions, sounds or words, by enabling adults building these secure and positive relationships with the children can help them support the child (Welsh Government, 2025). Building and promoting these secure attachments can have a profound positive impact on a child’s wellbeing and sense of belonging, this is reflected through the child’s confidence, resilience and independence within the environments they experience through opportunities of continuous play provision (Welsh Government, 2025). Observation is an important aspect when promoting a child’s individualised development, an enabling adult being present within their play, watching and listening whilst always respecting the child’s choices and lead (Welsh Government. Observations allow practitioners to understand each child individually and supporting them which supports the importance of the unique child.
Analysing the observations is an important next step of assessment. Reflection is an important aspect when conducting holistic assessments on children. Reflecting on what a practitioner has seen or hears allows them to understand each child’s individual preferred ways of learning through play (Welsh Government, 2025). Practitioners will come familiarised with the different and individualised methods of play each child may display, some children might play through a schemas approach – transporting, throwing, sensory experiences might be apparent some children may explore though sensory experiences such as messy play, mouthing object and some might avoid sensory opportunities. Reflection is important to understand a child and their whole development journey to promote the nest next steps. Reflection and analysing is important when identifying every child’s individual progress alongside identifying any areas which may require additional support or encouragement to support the child (Welsh Government, 2025).  Analysing what has been observed can allow the practitioner and child to develop a sense of cynefin, through considering how the experiences the child is exposed to can support connection or their home life, culture and community which promotes the child development of a sense of belonging (Welsh Government, 2025).
Responding to the observations and reflections is important to promote individualised child development. Response can be displayed through practitioners adapting their interactions during a child’s play. This can be seen through allowing a child to independently problem solving during a situation and through the practitioner observing can determine when it is necessary to step in to support the child (Welsh Development, 2025). It is important to always ensure that children’s play opportunities are child led and for practitioners to follow the lead pf the child. Enhancements to the environments is an important role of a practitioner when supporting individualised development. Through responding to areas of the environment that children would benefit from enhancements (Welsh Government, 2025). This may be displayed through offering new materials or resources to expand exploration in certain areas to encourage exploration and engagement. Through observations, it can allow the practitioner to understand each child personal interest during meaningful play opportunities and to build on interest, allowing the child to learning through repetitions and supporting their development through enhancing provision based on the child’s specific interests (Welsh Government, 2025).
To conclude, the concept of the unique child is evident throughout the ECPLC framework. Influenced through the importance of individualised assessments and conducted through play based, child led opportunities by professional enabling adults. Both the unique child and the ECPLC framework emphasise the importance of play based learning opportunities and the importance of a holistic approach. Both approaches have significant values and contributions with assessments within the early year’s education. Both the frameworks recognise the importance of recognising and supporting each child individual need and developmental pathway. Responsive and reflective assessments by practitioners encourage secure attachments and valuable response to every child’s individual development. Ultimately, it is evident that the ECPLC framework strongly supports the concept of the unique child, and both have similar values and aims. 

Word count - 1515

Embedding Welsh Through Play: Implementing a Welsh Language Rich Based Curriculum in the 
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“The Welsh language is a national treasure of Wales” – Welsh Government 2017.

In 2017, the Welsh Government set out a vison to increase the number of Welsh speakers in Wales to one million by 2050, this is most certainly an ambitious challenge but a challenge which is believed to be necessary in securing the language for future generations (Welsh Government, 2017). 
Implementing play-based learning opportunities with the Welsh language rich throughout requires more than implementing Welsh phrases into routine but involves practitioner confidence and a commitment towards the Welsh language.
This blog will explore the importance of integrating language learning within play and key considerations for practitioners when embedding the Welsh language into their curriculum.
Before language comes play
Play is fundamental for the development of language for young children. A child’s early years is when they discover, create and develop new skills in a natural and child led way. Children thrive when they are exposed to rich experiences and activities through play-based learning (National Literacy Trust, 2025). Evidence shows that play is one of the most effective ways to learn fundamental life skills and form relationships within the early years. Through play-based opportunities, children can freely express their thoughts, ideas, feelings and develop essential communication skills (National [image: Children playing with blocks on the floor
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	(Clifton, 2020).

Play is individual, joyful and meaningful to each child. Evidence has shown, that when children are leading their play they can learn and develop knowledge through hands on experiences, led by them (National Literacy Trust, 2025). Language and play develop together, serving as an essential bridge to children’s development of meaningful communication and development. Language and communication is an important skill in everyone’s life as it can represent feelings, emotions and communicate needs (National Literacy Trust, 2025).  
The ECPLC framework embeds the Welsh language, culture and cynefin into everyday routine to support the Welsh Governments target of one million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh government, 2023).  Within a curriculum that is play based, Welsh can be used as a tool and become naturally embedded within daily routines. When language is embedded naturally into daily routines and children are exposed to the enrichened language, it will support children to become familiar with the language. Examples of play based learning opportunities where the Welsh language can be embedded is through: 
· Role play or small world – if children have access to a home corner or a shop within the setting, Welsh phrases can be emersed within this area. Welsh phrases can be used to food, afal (apple), diod (drink), bwyd (food), diolch (thank you) and sut wyt ti? (how are you?) and bore da (good morning). Role play is an ideal opportunity where the Welsh Language is enrichened and emersed. 
· Songs and rhymes- Repetition is a great way to promote the Welsh language. Having a song bag with puppets and physical aids to help understanding. Many of the popular and well-known nursery rhymes and songs have Welsh translation. With both the children and practitioners repeatedly singling and listening to the songs will help the language become natural (Estyn, 2019).
· Continuous provision labels – The Welsh language can be promoted within play areas of the room with clear label signs to promote the use of the Welsh language such as: ardal chwarae rol (role play area), ty bach (toilet), ardal byrbryd (snack area), ardal dŵr a tywod (sand and water area) and ardal ty allan (outdoor area) (NDNA, 2014).

Supporting practitioners when using the Welsh language
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Not every early year’s practitioner can speak fluent in the Welsh language or may have basic Welsh language but have limited confidence to use it fear or using it wrong or feelings of anxiety (Social Care Wales, no date).  
In a case study taken from ‘The Treehouse Day Nursery’, they have recognised the benefits of introducing the Welsh language and has successfully transformed the nursery from an English medium setting to a bilingual setting, offering excellent Welsh language opportunities for the children and the staff (Cwmlwm, no date). This has been achieved through assessing staff’s individual skills and they have had the opportunity to recruit a member of staff who is fluent in Welsh, in which having one member of staff who is fluent and accompanied by Welsh learners who are committed to learning Welsh in each room has allowed them to introduce Welsh to each child within the setting. 
Although, studies have shown that not every setting has a member of staff who is fluent in Welsh and recruitment of individuals with fluent Welsh can pose difficult (Cwmlwm, no date). However, there are many practitioners who are fully immersed in learning the Welsh language to offer children the opportunity to lean and be exposed to the Welsh language within the settings. 
There are many projects and training opportunities to support staff with their journey to learning the Welsh language:
· Cydweith Cymraeg – is a project that takes a collaborative approach to learning the Welsh language in the early years by delivering exciting and engaging child-centred activities, bringing practitioners and children together to learn the language whilst the focus remaining to be child led with lots of fun opportunities (Early Years Wales, 2025). 
· Camau – is a free and fully funded online Welsh learning programme. Specifically created for the early years and childcare workforce in Wales. It is tailored to offer a structured, supportive and practical way to promote practitioners’ confidence when using the Welsh language (Early Years Wales, no date).
· Welsh in Childcare Award – is a multi-stage accreditation to help local childcare providers integrate the Welsh language into their daily routine. It features three stages of the award daffodil, draig and castell, supporting childcare setting to build their confidence when using the Welsh language (Neath Port Talbot Council, 2026). I personally had the opportunity to be a part of this award, I have the opportunity to go to different setting and award them with this multistage accreditation.

Creating a rich play-based with emersed with Welsh language
The aim to strengthen the Welsh language within the early years is more than just a policy requirement, it is much more. It is creating enrichened environments emersed within the Welsh language, promoting a sense of belong and cynefin within the Welsh heritage. Using play as a core pillar to the development of the Welsh language is vital!
A play-based approach creates a strong and successful approach to the Welsh Government aim of one million Welsh speakers by 20250, play is the starting point of a children’s language and communication development. 
[image: page1image513319776]Early years practitioners play a profound role in working towards the one million Welsh speakers by 2050 vision. Early years practitioners have the incredible opportunity to support young children within Wales to emersed themselves within the Welsh language and to be a part of the one million Welsh speakers. Within the early years we are not only supporting the development of language and communication by implementing Welsh but continuing to grow and develop the heritage, culture and cynefin with Wales.(Welsh Language Commissioner, 2011).

Greeting children into the setting with a simple ‘bore da!’ is a great place to start!
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