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Report 

Describe the key Crime Prevention theories and explain how they might be applied in practice (using examples).

Executive Summary 

In this report I will discuss the key crime prevention theories, and how they are used in the police force. Key Crime Prevention theories is a strategy that the police force use to attempt to reduce or tackle crime before they occur. There are several key crime prevention theories that are used, this report will outline a selected number and how these can be used in practice. 
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As stated above, there are several key crime prevention theories that are used widely. Situational crime prevention is used most generally.  The meaning behind Situational crime prevention is it is designed to try and reduce opportunities to commit the crimes and it will make it more challenging for offenders to break the law (Clarke, 1997). Situational Crime Prevention identifies the types of offences that offenders commit, the geographical area, this is called a pre-emptive strategy as the aim of this is to point their intersection. The principles that are put in place to reduce and prevent crime are not just used by the police, but are used in communities, businesses and at home. 

Target hardening is one example of situational crime prevention. This is used in crime reduction for robbery or burglaries. Adding CCTV, barriers by the doors and window locks reduces the opportunity for offenders to attempt this. When looking around a specific premises for the ‘weak spots’ the way to approach this is to put your mind as an offender. Looking for weak spots, easy access routes and concealment points. Cornish and Clarke (2003) produced 25 techniques of situational crime prevention; these techniques outlined detailed several types of interventions in order to decrease crime. These were separated into five categories: increasing the effort, increasing the risk, reducing the rewards, reducing provocations and removing excuses. 

Alongside target hardening, Target removal is another crime prevention area. Meaning potential targets is out of view, such as not leaving any valuable items in view in windows, putting your car keys away from any access points to reduce the risk of stolen vehicles. Being aware of what you are posting online and ensuring your location is hidden for potential breach of your location. 

In London, Astrit Kapaj was known as one of the most prolific burglars where he stole a value of £500,000, stealing jewellery and cash. The location where Kapaj chose to carry out his burglaries was in a wealthy neighbourhood, where people were constantly in and out of their home and employing second class citizens such as cleaners, baby siters and drivers. The neighbourhood started to realise their items started to disappear and found no forced entry in their homes. Meaning, people were starting to sack their employees as they had reasonable doubt, they were working or helping them in their property. (Independent 2019). This crime shook the community and residents becoming very unsafe in their homes. Using Target hardening in their investigation, adding CCTV, window locks and top end security on doors could help the reduction of burglary in the community. Involving the whole community in this to ensure all residents are on board would massively show the offenders that the crime rate of getting caught was too high, thus would then act as a deterrent. 

Moving on, Social and community crime prevention is another strategy of crime prevention.  This focuses less on the symptoms, but more on the individual criminal offender and the social context, this then identifies and treats the cause of crime. Social and community crime prevention strategy has two broad approaches: Intervention and identifying. Grouping the individuals which stand out and are more likely to commit crimes or be involved. The risk conditions of crime can be down to poverty, loss of a job, financial hardship and homelessness. These factors cause individuals to intervene and commit crime. Tackling down and using Social and community crime prevention strategies, not only tackles and reduces the crime of these groups but also effectively changes their lives and involving the local community.

Recorded crime in London is known to have an overall 80% more crime rate in the most income deprived area. Living in the deprived areas where there is financial hardship and homelessness is known for youths to be involved in more serious crimes due to not receiving the normal upbringing like coming home to a cooked meal by your family or having any parents around.  The pressure on the parents to work longer hours in their low paid jobs leaves youths to not have their parents around as often as they need, this will have a big impact due to not learning the basic life skills, such as right from wrong.  This leaves youths to be in a more vulnerable state and causes them to turn to a life of crime. A 17-year-old girl Tanesha Melbourne-Blake was gunned down in north London and was recorded to be the 47th murder victim in 2018. Many of these offenders and victims were ranged to be 21 and under.  Using Social and community crime prevention strategy will decrease the amount of crime in these areas and tackle the main problems that are causing the younger generation to commit these types of crimes. Looking at the social context, poverty is one of the main causes, tackling down on this and offering more jobs in the areas where the income is higher will reduce the number of hours parents or guardians must work, this will massively impact the upbringing of the youths.

Rational choice theory is a matter of an individual choice, the offenders choose to commit the crime due to their choice and the Rational Choice Theory states most criminals are ‘rational actors’ (Revise Sociology 2022).  The theory was developed by Cohen and Felson in their ‘Routine Activities Theory’. It is all down to behavioural choices which cause the offender to be involved in criminal activity.  Examples include: if the offender is committing a crime and the statics are low, getting caught and the punishment are less severe the likelihood of the offender committing the crime would be higher if getting caught was high. Outlining whether the crime is worth committing beforehand to ensure the costs and benefits are outweighed. 
There are several crimes that are examples of rational crime theories. White collar crime is one of the main rational choice theory due to the premedication and intent of the crime.  

If bankers or financial personnel decides to take money from their client’s accounts without their permission and then proceeds to hide the money, and then uses this to fund their lifestyle, this shows the intent and premedication of their crime. The offender of the white-collar criminal weighs their personal benefit from that money that they have stolen and outweighs this with the chance of the theft being discovered. 

Another Crime prevention strategy that is used, is Environmental crime prevention. This strategy has two control measures: formal and social. This is to prevent anti-social behaviour, and to stop a community or area from declining.  Measures that are already in place to reduce anti-social behaviour are Zero Tolerance Policing, ASBOs and curfews (Dur and Van Der Weele,2013). The Broken windows theory is mentioned in line with ZTP (Kelling and Wilson, 1982). Broken windows theory suggests that the disorder must be tackled efficiently and quickly. If not tackled the crime can become increasingly high in the area and escalate as this gives the offenders an opportunity.  They believed that using the phrase ‘broken windows’ shows a sign to individuals that no one cares, this will then have an impact on formal and informal control.  In the UK, the Zero Tolerance has been used in one of the busiest and high crime rated city. In 2005 this strategy was introduced, and crime was reduced by 25.7%. 

Violence, suspected drug dealing, and anti-social behaviour is on a rise with youths. It was reported in a property in Darlington that there were suspected anti- social behaviour and drug dealing going on for some time.  Anti-social behaviour among communities has a negative effect and can cause residents to feel unsafe in their homes. This report suggests that this has been going on for just over a year and has escalated giving offenders an opportunity to commit these crimes. After a suspected year of this behaviour, Newton Aycliffe Magistrates Court granted a property closure. However, using the ‘broken glass’ theory earlier on and tackling the problem instead of being ignored could have been prevented. The property closure is now acting as a deterrent to further crimes in the area due to the outcome of this report, and all agencies working together. 

Early interventions include two programmes which is implemented in early life. Using these programmes will reduce the involvement in any future violent crime in youths. The Home Office has funded through the Early Intervention Youth Fund and Youth Endowment Fund.  There are various factors where the risk of individuals to be involved in violent crime is higher. Early intervention is effective due to prevention on early set behaviour shown in youths. There are individual risks such as child neglect, child physical and sexual abuse and being excluded from education. There are several programmes that can help reduce these individual risks from occurring. Programmes such as providing mental health support for families, mentoring children that are at risk and working with the parents or guardians to provide a good home environment for the chid to grow up in.  Environmental risk is another factor, growing up in poverty and deprived areas. This has a huge impact on involvement in serious violent crimes. To tackle these, multiple agencies get involved such as social services, police, community and health services.  Under these frameworks, there are several effective programmes that are used and have been proven to be effective. A number of these programmes that are used are classroom and behaviour management programs, after school recreation programs, mentoring programs and bullying prevention programs. These programs act as early as possible and then focuses on the behavioural development. 
 
London has recorded to have the worst teenage killings in 2021, showing 26 teenage homicides and if this is continued to rise in the last eight weeks which would overtake the record which was set 13 years ago. Cameron Smith, Demarie Roye, Tai Jordan O’Donnell were victims who were recently murdered in Croydon. The increase in teenage murders is down to the individual and environmental risks that youths experience. Using the Early Intervention crime prevention strategy, these youths that have been a perpetrator in these violent crimes could have been avoided. Using the effective programmes that are available, delinquent behaviour can be reduced and prevented and these violent crimes wouldn’t be happening as often as they are. 
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