The Book of Genesis



Introduction
	
The Book of Genesis can be studied in many different ways and for many different purposes. In this module, the primary aim of module is to help make the student more aware of, and sensitive to, the nuances and subtleties of the wonderful literature that the book contains. While the historical background, provenance and editorial activity of the book do feature in this module, the primary aim is to read the book in its final form, in its entirety, to get a flavour of the literary objectives of the entire book. Thus, it is important to play particular attention to character, plot, literary techniques and the intended effect of the story on the reader. The student is invited to be sensitive to what is often left unsaid in the presentation of characters and to try to fill the intentional gaps in the story (as artists, writers and musicians have done over the centuries). The reader is also expected to be sensitive to how passages, stories and characters relate intertextually to each other. 

Your starting point must always be the biblical text.  You should first try to read each section of the Book of Genesis in its entirety (for examples chapters 1-11).  It is useful to have a commentary alongside your reading and, while there are many useful commentaries (for example Eerdman’s Commentary on the Bible), I would highly recommend two. These are not currently in e-book form and so I cannot include them here but are not expensive to buy:

John Barton and John Muddiman (eds), The Oxford Bible Commentary (OUP, 2001).
Lawrence Turner, Genesis (Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2010). [see also Google Books].


With regard to the appreciating the value of literary approaches to reading the text, I would highly recommend the following which, again, are not in e-book form (but substantial material from them can be accessed through Google Books):

Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative   (Basic Books, 1983).
Robert Alter, Genesis (London: W.W. Norton 1997).
 Jan Fokelmann, Reading Biblical Narrative (Louisville: John Knox Press, 1997).

You will also find that feminist scholars of Genesis (such as Bach, Exum and Brenner) all rely on the insights gained from adapting the various literary approaches to support their arguments. [see Unit 9].

Structure 

I have divided the module into nine units with the final Unit 10 dealing with assessment.  It is probably best to work your way through the module unit by unit although you might find it offers you more variety to look at Unit 8 (literary and artistic approaches) in conjunction with some of the other units. 

Resources

The resources I have included are scanned sections of books from the University library, e-books and articles and also sections of books from Moodle. The list of resources is not exhaustive by any means but I want to offer you a representative sample of authors and scholars.  You will need your ATHENS password to access many of these resources. You may also wish to search for other articles and material yourself since you will have access to the University’s Learning Resource Centre’s databases and on-line collections. In particular, I recommend the ATLA Religion Database.


Questions to think about in each section

In some units, I have added questions that you might like to think about. These are for your own personal reflection and are not part of the formal assessment of the module you are required to do. 

Assessment

Although the assessment material and guidelines are presented in the final unit, try and read these early on and re-visit the questions asked as you make your way through each unit.


Finally.....

In this introductory section, browse through two of the other introductory books to which I have provided links:


·  Eerdman's Commentary on the Bible 
· D. Carr (Introduction to Old Testament: Imperial Contexts of the Hebrew Bible) 


