VALERIE REYNOLDS – GREEK 2 – TRANSLATION 9I

(Bdelykleon, beginning the speech in defence, speaks.)
Bdelykleon:  Gentlemen, it is difficult to answer on behalf of a dog happening upon so great a slander, nevertheless I shall speak.  For I know him to be good and to chase the wolves.
Philokleon:  But it seems to me, at any rate, he is a thief and worthy of death.  So it is necessary for me to convict him having stolen (of theft) and convicting him moreover to judge (determine) one or another penalty. 
Bdelykleon:  By Zeus!  But he is then the best of all dogs, because he is able to guard many sheep.  
Philokleon:  But what use (is he), if he steals the cheese, and having stolen it, he eats it up?  
Bdelykleon:  What use?  For he also guards the door.  And if he stole the cheese, you must forgive (him).  For he does not know how to play the kithara.  (For he is not educated).  Listen, my good fellow, to the witnesses.  Go up, cheese-grater and speak loudly.  For you happened to be guarding the cheese.  
(The cheese-grater gets up.)
Answer clearly.  Did you not grate the cheese for both the dogs?
She says that she grated everything for both (dogs).
Philokleon:  By Zeus, but I know she is lying.  
Bdelykleon:  But my good fellow, pity those suffering bad things.  For this Labes never remains in the house, but he goes out looking for food.  While the other of the two dogs guards the house alone.  For remaining here, he hopes to steal food from the others, and if not stealing it, he bites.   
Philokleon:  Yuk! Arghh!  What evil is there here?  Evil surrounds me and the man speaking persuades me with his arguments.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Bdelykleon:  Go, I plead (with) you, pity him, father, he who has suffered evil and acquit (him).  Where are the puppies?  You get up, you poor things, you ask and beg, while weeping.  
Philokleon:  Get down! Get down! Get down! Get down!
Bdelykleon:  I shall get down.  And yet by this “get down” indeed he deceives many very much.  For the jurors order the defendant to get down, next having got down, they convict him.  But nevertheless, I shall get down.   



