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Tense of governing verb Tense of the subjunctive |Relation of time
in the independent clause |in dependent clause

present present subjunctive concurrent
perfect subjunctive subjunctive happened first
future participle + form of govering verb happens first
sim

past imperfect subjunctive concurrent
pluperfect subjunctive subjunctive happened first
future participle + form of govering verb happens first
essem

*  We have previously seen this chart for tense in dependent subjunctive clauses — it corresponds to RL
147 (p. 215f)

* However, you may also have noticed that the RL example Gauium dicis clamitasse se ciuem Romanum esse
quod moram morti quaereret seems to break these rules — we have imperfect subjunctive (quaereret)
although the governing verb is primary sequence (dicis)

* This is because dependent clauses ‘triggered’ by perfect infinitives can actually ‘break’ this rule: if so,
subjunctives dependent on perf infs relate in time to the perfect infinitive, rather than the main governing
verb.

* In the RL example, we therefore have the actions of clamo and quaero depicted as concurrent.The next
slide sets out the different ways (both following the standard rule and following the perfect infinitive).

Prifysgol Cymru
Y Drindod Dewi Sant
% W University of Wales

Trinity Saint David




Tense in subjunctive clauses dependent
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on a perfect infinitive

Main verb Dependent clause

Hauptverb  abhingiger (unechter)
Gliedsatz

Dico me erravisse, qiii
pulaverin,

Dico nme erravisse, gui
putarem.

Dico NIC INeNLLLN esse, Cumt
hoc dixerim.

Dico FRE INentituim ¢sse, cunl
poenam timerem.

Dico Brutiun fiigisse, cum

Caesarem interfecisset.

Independent phrasing

unabhangige Formulierung

Erravi, qui putavi (putaverim).
Erravi, gui putabam (putarem),
Mentitus sum, ctun hoc dixi.
Mentitus suni, cum poenar
timereni.

Brutus fugit, ciom Caesarent
interfecissel.
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