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According to Gov.Wales(2015) Early years foundation phase is a early years curriculum that is in place for early years provider. They must meet the set standards for many reasons such as ensuring the children learn and develop effectively, to make sure children are safe and health and it ensures the children are prepared for the transitions to schools. Welsh Government(2015) explain that foundation phase is set out for children between three and seven years old. There are many statutory areas of learning in the foundation phase such as well-being, Social development, language and literacy, mathematical development, knowledge and understanding of the world, physical development and creative development.Welsh Government(2018) disclose that the foundation phase promotes learning through play. They emphasise the importance that the children need to take risk safely, problem solving, decision making, and using imagination which can all be done in child’s play based learning and this is a extreme important aspect of a child’s development. Welsh Government(2018) comment that every area of learning is set by the statutory education programme to put in place what the children should learn in these areas of learning and then the early years foundation Phase is then In place to set a standard of what the child’s performance should be. The welsh government(2018) announce that practitioners must plan appropriately while including planning around the children’s development needs to ensure the children’s learning is effective and supports the children to become confident in learning. The foundation Phase work alongside the un convention on the rights of the child and governments over-aching documents rights to action(2004) to ensure all children are provided with a high quality education that is beneficial to the children. The foundation Phase also includes the equal opportunities legislation says welsh Government(2018). GovWales(2012) Clarifies that the equal opportunity Act 2010 ensures that the foundation phase is promoting equal opportunity and eliminating discrimination and allows the children to participate in all areas of learning despite their age, gender or any disabilities they may have. Welsh Government(2018) explains that practitioners must plan appropriately while including planning around children’s development needs to ensure the learning is effective and supports the children to become confident in learning this then is in line with the foundation phase standards.
The new curriculum for Wales is also in place for providers to meet standards says welsh government(2020). But different to foundation Phase early years curriculum Welsh Government(2018) advises that the New welsh curriculum is set out for children from ages 3 to 16 years old to ensure there’s a consistency of learning through their education. The new curriculum is also different to the early years foundation Phase curriculum because it incudes a new aspect of the curriculum and it is designed to support individual learners on a day to day basis, ensure they are progressing at a appropriate pace  and to ensure the children are supported accordingly. In line with this new aspect of the curriculum the settings will need to make arrangements and develop their own assessment methods that are suitable to support their curriculum in line with the Curriculum and assessment act 2021. Welsh Government(no Date) gives a explanation that the aims of the new curriculum wales. The Aims for the new curriculum wales says Welsh government(no date) include improving education for children. The aims also include efforts to raise standards for all involved in the curriculum and to provide a broad and balanced education. Also different to early years foundation phase curriculum the new Welsh curriculum has a goal set for their learners to realise the four purposes of the curriculum says Welsh government(noDate). Dauncey(2021) says the four purposes for the curriculum are that the children and young people will be ambitious, meaning that they are ready to enter education and ready to learn. They will be enterprising, which is being creative and are ready to be full time in work and play. They will be ethnical, meaning they will become ready to be a Welsh citizen and a good citizen of the world. And lastly they will become healthy, which entail being a valued member of society. Welsh Government(2018) say that another difference between the new curriculum for wales and the early years foundation phase is that the new curriculum is a curriculum that is available to more than just children that attend a school setting it is available to children that are unable to attend school but attend things such as pupil referral units and non maintained nursery settings unlike the early years foundation phase curriculum that is only provided to children in a school like setting. They say the new curriculum wales has included this because they want to better children’s future by allowing the children to have more guidance in their learning and by allowing them to be apart of the new curriculum learning they will have guidance and stable learning. This has been noticed by Welsh Government(2018) that this new aspect of the Curriculum is one of the recommendations that were advised by the independent stock counters for the foundation phase and included they think there should be more opportunities for more children not just children in a school setting. Welsh Government(2015) say that the aim of the independent stock take was to have a clear understanding how the foundation phase is being implemented in wales, to measure how the foundation phase is maintaining quality in Wales and to make recommendations for improvement. The welsh government(2015) clarify this by Gathering information needed and then validating the information with its findings. Recommendations found by the independent stocktakers to help  future curriculum where, to ensure training is given to teachers, practitioners, head teachers, and leaders so they have a better understanding of the foundation phase before its implemented. They identify that this will benefit practitioners and learners because practitioners will gain more knowledge and understanding which will benefit learners because the learning will be of a higher quality and there should be improvement in all children’s achievements. The stocktakers recommended that the training given should include research to adult pedagogy and the training should be linked to theory and clear examples should be given of progressions of skills across the foundation phase. Another recommendation was to include 10 short term main priorities that will be key areas to focus on in the foundation phase curriculum.It has been identified by Welsh Government(2013) the recommendation considering three year old children should be entitled to high quality education if their parents choose not to put their children in a school setting. This would be done by ensuring additional training is available in the curriculum sector for other environments children may be involved in. Following recommendations from the independent stock count for the foundation phase the new curriculum for wales has implemented some of their recommendations to have a good quality curriculum says Gatley(2020). Welsh Government(2018) identifies that the new curriculum has implemented the 4 purposes. This has stemmed from the previous curriculum that had the 6 areas of learning says Gatley(2020). The new curriculum faced challenges that were then added into the implementation plan. Hub.Gov(No date) says that a implementation plan is to prepare the education system of the upcoming changes and challenges. They also say that the new curriculum has included this such as setting out the seps they will take to support schools and settings as they start to implement the new welsh curriculum, they clarify roles and procedures to help to support the settings in challenges they may face within the new curriculum. “While supporting learners and practitioners through curriculum for wales is our end point, we know that there will be many challenges in making It a reality”(Hwb.Gov, No Date).  
Hwb.gov.wales(No date) say that following the new welsh curriculum settings should work closely with partners and relevant organisations to understand what creates a successful learning and practice. They also say that settings are creating their curriculum they should help learners direct their learning and plan around the learners work and interests to drive their interests further. Play Based learning will be included in individual curriculum once it has been created by the setting because the New curriculum wales has set standards that each premises should follow and the standards state that each premises should implement in their curriculum everything that is within the best interests of the children and Welsh government(2018) identifies that play based learning has been proven by many theorists such as Vygotsky and Piaget that play based learning is a beneficial way of learning and is beneficial for children’s development. “A education policy is only as good as it’s implementation(OECD, 2020). OECD(2020) say that wales turned to the OECD for support when implementing the new curriculum for wales. The OECD report analyses progress made in past experiences and then offers suggestions that could support the implementation and develop further. The OECD explain that with the new curriculum wales are turning their learning into a learning focused curriculum that is led by education instead of the previous curriculum that had a narrow focus. The welsh government built the new curriculum for Wales by working alongside many partnerships. The OECD also adds that the welsh over meant asked the OECD to asses the the progress in wales to help to suggest ways of moving forward with the implementation. The implementation was based on feedback after the welsh government rolled out the draft curriculum to schools to have feedback based on experience and to have more in depth inside of what was successful and what could be Improved further says OECD(2020). Before the new curriculum wales was made Donaldson(2015) identifies that the curriculum was facing some challenges the evidence was seen in PISA reports, Estyn reports and it was clear that levels of achievements were not at the levels they should be and they aren’t as high as they could be. Donaldson(2015) states there were continuous concerns regarding transitions from primary schools to comprehensive schools this was happening because the ages in the foundation phase they didn’t cover comprehensive children ages so the curriculum that was followed in primary school wasn’t then followed into comprehensive. This has now been reviewed and the new curriculum wales has included this change in the new curriculum and now allows learning to follow the curriculum from 3 years old right up until 16 years old so the children have continuous learning in through their education. Donaldson(2015) Also said that while he conducted a review of the curriculums he has noted there are still many strengths in the curriculum as well as many issued to be addressed. He says the strengths in the curriculum include an be built upon but it is very clear there is need for change. Donaldson(2015) Mentions in his report that when the new curriculum was being developed the evidence was clear a number of key issues needed to be addressed such as the aims of the curriculum, the purposes, the structure of the curriculum and it has been recommended by Donaldson(2015) that a new strategy is implemented to use the feedback given when reviews are conducted to progress the curriculum further. 
Welsh Government(2015) say that children develop in their own unique way and a child’s development is measured by assessed and looking at the child’s progression or supporting a child’s needs if a child isn’t progressing. Childhood assessments concludes of gathering information to add into planning of educational activities that are planned at the child’s capability. 
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