Findings and Conclusion – 1000 words 


Introduction:
Throughout this project, the previous chapters have explained the topic of interest by the completion of each section of this research. These sections include an introduction, a literature review, leading into the research and methodology and then the creation of a questionnaire and a review of data collected from a secure site for Gwent Police, this then led to the analysis of the results gathered through the quantitative, qualitative and partly collected secondary data. There are themes that have been identified within the analysing of data from the surveys that have been distributed to a quantity of police officers, community support officers and individuals from a partner agency. A conclusion will be included within this section to detail findings from the data obtained and any recommendations. 


Project objectives:
The research was based around the following objectives:
1 – To get a better understanding of how Neighbourhood teams are assisting with the protection of vulnerable missing people 
[bookmark: _Hlk182143757]Talk a little about you evidenced this 
2 -To develop an insight into how anti-social behaviour is linked to regular missing children and adverse child experiences. 
Talk a little about you evidenced this 

3 – To develop new ideas and tactics to assist with the location of vulnerable people and prevention tools that can be utilised. 
Talk a little about you evidenced this 

These objectives have been met through the completion of the literature review. 

Results and findings:
Based on the overall data combined through the literature review and results from the questionnaires and the data from the Qlickview site used within the police force, it is clear that there are a number of tactics currently being used to protect and prevent young people becoming missing individuals, there are also  a number of departments assisting with this, however after the data has been gathered it is apparent that more information needs to be shared on a regular basis between separate departments to get a better understanding of what intelligence there is surrounding an individual and the concerns that need to be identified. The following questions details below are important with demonstrating the communication currently undertaken between police officers and staff with other agencies, surrounding missing children in areas across the west areas of GWENT, this area mainly being Torfaen. 
Survey question 8 – How often do you submit intelligence in relation to missing children?
The data gathered within the responses and findings show that the majority of Gwent Police officers and staff members that participated in the completion of the survey submit some form of intelligence surrounding missing children or people on a monthly basis. It is unclear what the detail of this intelligence would be and the risk levels surrounding this intelligence. Within the results it also highlights that 8 people that have completed the survey have never submitted intelligence surrounding missing people. The results would suggest that there needs to be more information relayed to the officers on the ground of the importance of information sharing and that there needs to be regular inputs on the information that has been submitted through intelligence on the police systems. 

Survey question 13 – Have you ever placed a sighting of a missing person on a missing person form?
The data reviewed within this question found that 57% of the people that had taken part with the completion of the survey have never placed a sighting of a missing person on a missing person report and that 37% have placed sightings on a missing person report. This is a drastic difference in what information is being placed on these reports. Writing sightings on these reports would help officers track the route that these vulnerable missing people have taken and what their demeanour was. This is a vital piece of the report that appears to be under used and could create a better picture of what areas they are visiting and how often and if there are any other risks surrounding these movements. The question didn’t detail if people have received nay training surrounding the missing person report and if they actually know where to place the information on the form itself and how this can assist police officers and other agencies with trying to locate these individuals. The results would suggest that the force would benefit from delivering more training to community support  officers in relation what a missing person report is and that they in fact have access to this and how to implement a sighting of a missing person and the importance with this information and any communication that they had with that vulnerable person. 

Conclusion and Recommendations
Overall, the data that has been gathered proves that more information needs to be shared between not only departments within the force but with partner agencies, regarding missing children and vulnerable children. The data that has been gathered if from within the force and how a person feels in relation to the current tactics that are being used in the force and their knowledge surrounding missing children, there needs to be more information from partner agencies in relation to what safeguarding tactics they currently use how they monitor regular missing children in the community, my first recommendation would be to conduct more research with social services across the Gwent area to detail more of how they monitor and safeguard young people in their areas, this could be in the form of further questionnaires or video interviews with each department and have a group discussion. This could then highlight personal opinion on the current procedures in place and improvements that could be made. 

This project has also highlighted that there needs to be more information shared between departments within the police force themselves, as there are a number of departments that focus on the protection and assistance with missing children, there is a wealth of information that is held within each department, but this not regularly shared between departments. A further recommendation would be to gather further information of what details each department hold on vulnerable people. This would allow for a better understanding of the risks and vulnerabilities with each case and this would also assist all officers who are deployed to activity find these individuals and the after care that is delivered and this will also generate more intelligence to prevent any further missing episodes. It will detail areas of communication improvements.

There are some recommendations to take from this project that have arose whilst in the completion of this dissertation. Some issues that had an impact on the project were the timescales set in place to complete sections, one being the creation of the surveys and sending these out in a timely manner and waiting for responses to come back, I aimed for at least 50 responses but only got 30 back, this was after chasing the completion of the surveys. The word count in some areas were hard to keep to, one being the analysis of the results from the surveys, there were 19 questions asked but this project has only detailed 10 of these questions, due to the word could and it being a little small the project has not been able to extend to other questions asked within the questionnaire. 
To further the recommendations would be to send the survey across to other force areas, this would include the other Welsh police forces as well as the police forces that cover England. This would give opportunities to see the difference within forces and the systems that they use and there will be data to analyse with how different forces are performing and there will be an opportunity to look at any differences that can be shared by each force to improve the delivering in protecting those vulnerable missing children and any links between these children and the reports made to police surrounding anti-social behaviour. It will also give the opportunity for different neighbourhood policing teams to look at how each area operate and how and what techniques they use in different diverse communities.

There is a clear gap in communication between departments that are involved with public protection. There could be an opportunity for interviews to take place with all agencies to get a better understanding on what could be improved and implementing these in day to day practice. 
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