

BMPL 4002 Preparing for Professional Police Practice
Question: Examine the concept of “policing by consent”, why is it important and how does it impact society.




















Introduction
In this essay policing by consent, importance of policing by consent and its impact to the society has been analyzed. The notion of policing by consent serves as a foundational tenet that establishes the basis for the interaction between law enforcement organizations and the communities, they are tasked with serving. According to Jackson et al. (2012), the topic under consideration is deeply ingrained in democratic principles, highlighting the need for law enforcement agencies to function with the permission and collaboration of the populace they are tasked with serving. The present methodology of law enforcement acknowledges the fundamental connection between the credibility and efficacy of police and the confidence and backing of the community.
According to Shannon and Shannon (2022), consent policing is grounded on the social contract idea, which states that people give up certain liberties in return for safety and social stability. Citizens in this setting expressly give police authority to enforce laws and guarantee public safety. This approval is not provided without some assurance that the police would treat everyone equally and with dignity and respect. The Peelian Principles, which are central to the British police tradition, provide a historical foundation for the notion of policing by consent. According to Loader (2016), Sir Robert Peel, who established the modern London police force in the early 19th century, stressed the need of community involvement and support. He thought the police should be respected as fellow citizens rather than an invading force, and that their authority should be used only when the public was on board. By being approachable, transparent, and accountable, police forces can earn and keep the confidence of the communities they serve. Torrible (2022) have said that communities need their police departments to practice community policing, in which officers learn about neighborhood problems and concerns, build relationships with neighbors, and work together with them to find solutions. 
Police are better able to prevent crime, acquire information, and mediate disputes when they have a good rapport with the community (Jackson et al., 2012). Consensual policing also advocates for the use of peaceful conflict resolution strategies like mediation and communication over physical force. This strategy reduces tensions and spreads the message that law enforcement officers are there to aid people in need, not to terrorize or oppress them. Consent policing requires a strong accountability structure to guarantee that police departments are held accountable for their activities. Transparency, investigation of complaints, and correction of wrongdoing are all greatly aided by independent oversight agencies like police commissioners and ombudsman offices. The public's faith in the police force may be maintained by this kind of monitoring, which also serves to remind officers that they have a responsibility to the people they protect. While policing by consent is an ideal to aim towards, it is not without its obstacles (Morgan, 2023). Instances of police prejudice, corruption, or misbehavior may weaken public faith. Perceptions of fairness and legitimacy may also be harmed by historical and structural imbalances. It is essential to address these challenges via extensive training, diversity efforts, and continuing discussion with the community in order to sustain the idea of policing by consent.
Jackson et al. (2012) have said that consent-based policing is crucial to sustaining a fair and peaceful society. This approach to law enforcement stresses the necessity for the police to work with the agreement and cooperation of the population they serve. Law enforcement agencies may build trust, improve public safety, and treat all members of the community fairly if they adhere to this idea. Whereas Robertson (2016) have also said that consensual policing is extremely important because it helps build trust between the police and the people they serve. The public's confidence in and cooperation with law enforcement authorities improves their ability to deter and solve crimes. When people feel safe, they are more likely to report crimes and assist with authorities. Sharing intelligence in this way is crucial for intelligence-led police because it helps authorities spot and neutralize problems before they ever arise. According to Kumar et al. (2022), consensual policing also encourages everyone to do their part to keep the peace. It acknowledges the limitations of law enforcement in solving all social problems and preventing all crime. Law enforcement organizations may take use of local knowledge, resources, and skills via community engagement. By working together, we can develop creative answers and new approaches to crime prevention that are just right for our neighborhood.
Anderson and Killingray (2017) have stated that consent policing places a premium on fair procedures, which is an important feature. To the extent that people believe the police are fair, unbiased, and cognizant of their rights, they are more inclined to cooperate with them and respect them. Consent-based policing urges officers to treat all citizens with respect and courtesy, regardless of their background or socioeconomic standing. This method lessens the likelihood of police brutality, eases tensions in the community, and boosts the credibility of law enforcement (Brogden, 2014). Consent policing advocates for peaceful resolutions of conflicts and the use of de-escalation strategies. Police personnel should promote dialogue, negotiation, and mediation instead than using physical force or violence. This strategy not only decreases the danger of violence to both officers and civilians but also supports the sense that the police are there to protect and serve the community. According to Bayley (2016), policing by consent helps reduce violence and encourage peaceful solutions by putting an emphasis on de-escalation and conflict resolution. Consent-based policing is also crucial for monitoring and identifying violations of human rights. It is simpler to detect and remedy incidents of police misbehavior, discrimination, or abuse of authority when law enforcement forces work with the permission and participation of the people (Shapland and Vagg, 2023). Individuals are free to disclose wrongdoing without worrying about retaliation according to the idea of consent. Maintaining the policing by consent concept, preserving openness, and keeping law enforcement agencies responsible for their acts are all greatly aided by independent oversight organizations and accountability systems.
Consent policing has far-reaching effects on society as a whole since it improves people's faith in the police, strengthens communities, and protects democratic norms (Monkova, 2021). Law enforcement agencies can make communities safer and more equitable if they have the support of the people they serve. Consensual policing has been shown to have positive effects, one of which being improving ties within the neighborhood. Building trust, opening channels of communication, and forging collaborations with locals are all made possible when law enforcement organizations take an active role in their communities. Kunjappan (2017) have said that by working together, police enforcement and community members may develop a shared sense of responsibility for public safety and more effectively prevent and handle criminal activity. Consensual policing may help in both preventing and solving crimes. People are more inclined to report crimes, offer helpful information, and aid investigations when there is confidence and collaboration between law enforcement authorities and the community (Hufnagel et al., 2023). Information sharing like this leads to intelligence-led policing, which in turn helps authorities see and eliminate dangers before they ever happen. As a result, communities might feel more secure and enjoy lower crime rates. Consensual policing has positive effects on society as a whole. By emphasizing community policing, police departments may learn more about locals' specific issues and concerns. With this knowledge, we can create more effective ways to reduce crime, such neighborhood watch groups, programs to include young people, and public awareness drives. By using these measures, law enforcement authorities are better able to combat crime, strengthen neighborhoods, and improve the quality of life for all citizens.
The influence of policing by consent goes to the promotion of procedural fairness and the preservation of individual rights (Joyce and Laverick, 2021). Individuals are more likely to be treated fairly, with respect, and dignity when law enforcement agents have the support and cooperation of the people. This method decreases the possibility of police misbehavior, misuse of authority, and prejudice. It defends the idea that everyone, no matter their history, deserves equal protection under the law. Trust, legitimacy, and confidence in the judicial system are all bolstered, which helps society as a whole. Consensual policing also has a substantial effect on reducing crime and increasing peaceful conflict resolution. The use of force may be reduced and disputes resolved without resorting to physical force if de-escalation strategies, open lines of communication, and mediation are prioritized by law enforcement (Sommers and Bohns, 2018). This method helps minimize violence in communities as a whole while also decreasing the danger of injury to police and citizens. Consent policing furthers the notion that law enforcement's role is one of protection and service rather than coercion and oppression.
Conclusion
In conclusion, policing by consent is an idea that highlights the value of public confidence, collective effort, and individual responsibility. Law enforcement agencies are better able to keep the peace and prevent crime if they are held to the terms of the social contract they have with the community. It calls for dedication to relationship building, community policing, and openness and accountability in government. The police can only do their job effectively with the full cooperation of the public. Consent policing has far-reaching consequences for our culture. It fosters community bonds, boosts crime prevention and detection, promotes general well-being, respects individual rights, lowers violence, and encourages democratic principles. When police have the support of the people they serve, they can make the community a better place for everyone.
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