



This essay will briefly explain what the Coronavirus is and how it affected people, including the symptoms given from the World Health Organisation (2023). Then it will go on to discuss the impact that the Coronavirus had on the police force’s ability to tackle crime, as well as keeping up to date with the latest restrictions set out by the UK government. The massive protests for Black Lives Matter after the incident with George Floyd in America will be addressed as well as the contradiction between the lockdown restrictions and the right to protest. This essay will then go on to discuss the crime rates in the UK given by the Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2022) while Coronavirus was causing the UK to go in and out of lockdown, and restrictions were constantly changing causing uncertainty with the rules. 

Coronavirus is a nationwide respiratory disease that started in 2019, also referred to as ‘COVID-19’. While this disease first emerged in China, it rapidly spread around the world affecting millions of people and causing respiratory issues. The Coronavirus is spread through small particles that are released when people cough, sneeze, speak, sing, spit or breathe, making it extremely easy to pass around as these are day to day exercises (World Health Organisation, 2023). Statistics issued by the GOV.UK (2023) website show that there is currently a total of 222,283 deaths in the UK alone caused by the Coronavirus. 

The police worked hard to continue to police the publics day to day issues, tackling crime as well as trying to keep up to date and monitor the constant new rules, regulations, and legislations regarding the pandemic. While the police officers worked hard to adapt to the changes, it wasn’t easy to keep on top of the constant changing rules. The main problems were that there was lack of clarity around the rules, this suggests that changes were so urgent that the staff weren’t always briefed properly, as well as the public weren’t fully aware of the changes in rules. This caused errors and inconsistency in approaches to the public, creating distrust in the intentions of the police because they looked unprofessional and inconsistent (HMICFRS, 2021).

After having set the public restrictions in order to prevent the possibility of the Coronavirus spreading even more, there were some things that people felt was so important to them and carried out movements that involved masses of people, diminishing the rules set out by the UK government. For example, while the world was in ‘lockdown’, people were gathering in large groups protesting for the Black Lives Matter movement after George Floyd was killed in a racial incident involving a police officer. While some of the protests were peaceful, they were still rule breaking and required police action (UK Parliament, 2021).

Police officers stated that they felt “awkward” and “uneasy” while dealing with the Black Lives Matter protest because there was tension between the police and the public as George Floyd was killed by a white police officer. Even though the incident happened in the United States, it still caused distrust from the public’s perspective of the police. This made it hard for the police to enforce laws to people that are protesting against them, however they still had to stand by the rules and restrictions of Coronavirus, without being disrespectful to the protest for equality (Police federation, 2022). There were also questions on the right to protest because the restrictions weren’t clear and conflicted the human rights legislation. The public argued that the protest was a “reasonable excuse” for breaching the restrictions, however, the police had been given rules that they needed to undertake and monitor. The miss communication and lack of clarity caused problems with the police effectiveness because ultimately, they didn’t have a clear understanding of what was right and wrong (UK Parliament, 2021). This also caused the public to question the police and damaged their perception because if the people that are supposed to enforce the law didn’t have a clear understanding of the new rules and restrictions then why should people listen to them?

The Criminal Justice Joint Inspection (2022) states that in England and Wales, the police recorded 5.8 million crimes in the year ending September 2021, which is an increase of 2% since 2020. They suggest that the majority of the crimes were seen as low-level crimes. However, there was a massive increase in fraud and computer misuse which is more serious. The crime rates started to increase when the UK government was easing the restrictions, allowing people to mix with each other again, go to the pub and drive wherever they desired. Although this shouldn’t make the crime rates increase, it was obvious that the public order offences, driving offences and violent offences would increase. 
	
Since the pandemic started, spitting at people, especially a police officer became more serious. Earlier in this essay it became clear by the World Health Organisation (2023) that Coronavirus can be spread through a number of ways and spitting was one of them. This being said, people started using the virus as a weapon, particularly against the police. Rather than isolating to prevent the deadly virus from spreading, people were spitting on police officers during arrests and stop and searches (Sky News, 2021). Case study shows that in 2021, a man called Steven Licorish from Bournemouth was sentenced to 10 weeks imprisonment after spitting at a PC Joe Terry while he was being arrested. In result of this, the police officer caught Covid and took it home to his vulnerable wife (BBC News, 2021). 

Overall, it is clear that the police had a lot to deal with during the pandemic, however it could’ve been dealt with in a much more effective and consistent manner is the police were informed by the UK government in time of the changes and had clearer instructions. Covid had a huge impact on the public’s perception of the police because the lack of clarity and inconsistency throughout the forces that was highlighted by the HMICFRS (2021). The contradictions in the laws caused everyone guessing right from wrong and questioned the UK parliaments decisions. It is clear that the Coronavirus caused an increase in crime, however it wasn’t a massive increase as a whole. The police also had to deal with a higher number of assaults against them due to members of the public spitting at them, causing them to catch the virus, for example, the cause of Steven Licorish and PC Terry in 2021. 
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