








EVALUATE THEORIES OF CRIME PREVENTION AND APPLY THEM TO A REAL LIFE CASE STUDY


[bookmark: _Toc108036838]Introduction
Crime prevention theory has the aim of preventing criminal activities rather than avenging those. The theory is to keep offenders and criminals away from society. Under this theory, the offenders or criminals are punished with life imprisonment, death and other punishments. Though the crime prevention theories are criticised by several jurists, their effectiveness is crucial in policing practice. This essay will include the crime prevention theories which will be applied to a real-life case study. The theories of crime prevention are applicable across the world and the policies of the policing roles and activities are engaged with the crime prevention theories directly or indirectly. 
[bookmark: _Toc108036837][bookmark: _Toc108036839]Evaluation of crime prevention theories and their engagement with a real-life case study
There are mainly three approaches to crime prevention and those are environmental, criminal and social approaches. The environmental approach to crime prevention by policing includes the aim of reducing opportunities for crime through modifying the physical environment. On the other hand, the social approach includes the focus on the practices of the community that can help to prevent criminal activities. The approach of criminal justice seeks to prevent crime through policing, courts and correctional activities. 

Crime Prevention through Environmental Approach (CPTED) is significant for reducing criminal activities in society (Mihinjac and Saville, 2019). Most crime prevention theories follow the approach of the environment. Crime prevention theory based on an environmental approach is proposed by C R Jaffery and the aim of the theory is to identify the condition of the social and physical environment which provides the opportunities for criminal activities and alteration those situations so that no crime occurs in the society (Armitage, 2018). This theory represents those criminal activities can be inhibited or facilitated by the physical environment's features. There are some limitations or drawbacks of the CPTED which are the barriers to reaching the goal of preventing criminal activities in society. The approach of the theory cannot deal with the underlying reasons for criminal activities and the motivation of criminals is still high instead of decreasing the crime targets (Ceccato, 2022). It has to be understood that crime is not stopped but dispersed if the crime is reduced in one place it grows in another place (Moreto, 2022). Situational crime prevention is a type of CPTED and it is greatly used in European countries like Sweden, Holland and Great Britain (Berkell, 2019). In CPTED, routine activities theory (developed by Felson and Cohen) presents that there must be intersections of three aspects for crime- motivated offender, suitable target and absence of capable guardian (Williams, et al. 2019).
Crime prevention theories based on the social approach are also important for lowering the rate of crimes in society. The theory of social disorganisation represents the inability of any community that tolerate the general value of its individuals and maintain social control effectively (Donnermeyer, 2019). The theory of social control proposes the process of exploitation of socialisation where social learning can build self-control and it can reduce the inclination for indulging antisocial behaviour. The theory was developed by I Nye and it is effective in deriving the concept of functionalist theories of crime (Przeszlowski and Crichlow, 2018). There are four kinds of control of crime prevention- direct, indirect, internal and control with requirements satisfaction. Direct control includes the system of punishments to the offenders by the police or other authority figures for their wrong activities and behaviour in society. Indirect control is done with recognition of the people or the situation that influences the criminals or offenders to make wrong deeds and wrong behaviours (Hong, et al. 2021). Through internal control individual refrains from delinquency by the superego or conscience. Control through requirements satisfaction occurs when individuals' all requirements are met as there is hardly any point to criminal activities.

Crime prevention theories based on the criminal justice approach are effective for creating a good society. Crime prevention with a criminal justice approach is mostly focusing on the punishment of the criminals. In this context, there are different theories related to punishment. Deterrent theory is one of the effective theories whose purpose is to prevent or deter criminals from doing the activities of crimes or doing a similar kind of activity in future days. The policing roles are active significantly in this purpose of identifying and gripping the criminals and taking them into the court where the judgement of the punishment is created (Fondevila, et al. 2021). There are several kinds of punishments for the offenders so that he or they can be abstained from committing offensive works in the future. This process of rectification is called correction and its impact falls on the other members of society. Retributive theory is about punishment-based aspects to prevent crimes in society and its principle is "an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth". The objective of the theory is to make the criminals feel the similar pain that he or they had inflicted on the victims (Chiesa, 2018). The purpose of the theory is to take revenge rather than transformation and social welfare. But this theory of crime prevention is considered barbaric and brutal in nature by most sociologists, penologists and criminologists. 

Preventing theory has the target to prevent criminal activities instead of avenging them. There is policing activity for that purpose and police have to provide several roles and responsibilities (Egbert and Leese, 2021).  Several roles and responsibilities in policing activities are the investigations of the crime, detection of the criminal activities, making peace and security in the society with crime prevention, catching the criminals and taking them into court, making enforcement of social legislation related activity and other different tasks in the society. Reformation is another way to prevent crimes in society as the aim of the theory is to reform the legal offenders by providing them individual treatment. The main idea of the reformation is that no individual is born a criminal but the purpose or the situation is responsible for the transformation of the individuals into criminals (Madan and Bansal, 2019). However, the criminals (youths) can be transformed into law-abiding citizens with the proper training. This kind of theory is accepted by several jurists. In the aspect of the expiatory theory, it is considered that if offenders repent or expiate their mistakes, they must be forgiven and there will be comparatively less or no punishment for them (Jha, 2019). 
There are different ethical aspects of policing in preventing crime in society and making it peaceful for the citizens' well-being. For getting the proper justice police always use their ethical and moral discretion to maintain trust, confidence and legitimacy. Without the ethical factors' maintenance, police may lose legitimacy and that factor leads to their ill equipment for carrying out their duties (Asaro, 2019). The activities of policing for crime prevention are controlled by an effective organisational structure of policing. There is a chief of the police who is followed by an assistant police chief. Under the assistant police chief, there is an assistant, lieutenant and detective sergeant. Under lieutenant, there are sergeants and officers and under detective sergeant, there are several detectives who play their active roles in identifying and preventing criminal activities. 
There are several cases related to criminal justice that indicates the impact of crime prevention in the world. In the countries like Wales, England and other jurisdictions of common law, there is a long-caused controversy about provocation is considered as a defence against murder. The real case study is about Jon Jacques Clinton which is related to reforming provocation's defence (unodc.org, 2021). In the case study, it has been found that Clinton killed his wife (November 2010) after she admitted that she had had sex with several men and sniggered about Clinton's committing suicide. Clinton identified several messages on his wife's social media platform- Facebook containing innuendos of sexual aspects and also identified that he was separated in his wife's Facebook profile. All these reasons lead Clinton to "loss of self-control" to take the decision to murder. In this matter, the police had identified the case and took Clinton to the Court of Appeal. In the Court of appeal, the provision does not totally exclude the sexual infidelity evident as irrelevant where a plea of "loss of control" is raised by a defendant. However, the sole basis of the plea for the loss of self-control is the evidence of sexual infidelity and Clinton is considered a 'jealous man' who defences the continuing to have the English laws' credence. However, there is no doubt that Clinton has done a brutal crime and in this aspect crime prevention through the environmental approach could be appropriate. This is because situational crime theory in CPTED eliminates the crime opportunities which are related to the case of Clinton. Clinton gets an opportunity with his lost mind to kill his murderer, but if he would take a legal step like informing the police about the situation the crime can be prevented. Case study of Clinton may be applied with situational crime theory as if there is control of situation, the mind of Clinton would be in controlled and the brutal crime can be prevented.  Routine activities theory is also can be applied to the crime of the case of Clinton as its 'capable guardians' includes the increasingly aggressive police patrolling in the residential area and their surveillance can prevent this kind of murder-related activities. If there is applicable of this kind of theory the brutal activities of the Case study of Clinton can be prevented as the patrolling and survey of the police in residential areas according to this theory could handle the situation. Though in the Court of Appeal there is a contrast aspect in making judgement as there is conflict between the evidence of sexual infidelity of Clinton’s wife and loss-of-control of Clinton. Whatever the situation is, but the theory related to the case is effective to prevent this type of criminal activities.   Social disorganisation theory is also applicable for this case of Clinton as social control theory indicates the relationship of people, values, commitments, beliefs and norms which can encourage the citizens to not break the laws. In this aspect, Clinton has broken the laws and became an offender by killing his wife. As a result, morality in the social citizen has also broken up which can be prevented by the utilisation of the social disorganisation theory's process (Manzano, et al. 2020). It also has to be remembered that the wife of Clinton in the case study is also broken the moral values, commitment and beliefs. This situation is also indirectly considered as ethical crime that causes the Clinton’s mind out of control and the murder.
The theories of punishments are effectively linked to the case of Clinton. As the person was not a criminal by his behaviour and did the offensive task with a situational base, there is no application of retributive theory in this matter as it is really brutal and fearful in nature. On the other hand, the deterrent theory is appropriate as he did the offensive task and the police had taken the case to the Court of Appeal who would declare him the punishment. This theory is appropriate because it provides a situation for any individual so that he or she thinks before doing a crime or offensive task again. According to the preventive theory, which is the most effective theory in the group punishment theory, this kind of offensive murder has the punishments like life imprisonment. In the case of Clinton, the punishment would have been imprisonment, but it could not be for a lifetime as there is the situation of a loss of control of his mind of Clinton due to his wife's activities. However, with the preventive theory, the crime rate in society can be slower and police are effective in this aspect. The case of Clinton is mostly suited to the reformative theory for crime prevention as the existence of humanity is there in the theory. It has been seen in the case study that the murderer did the activity in a toxic situation which includes sentiments. The Court of Appeal in the case study of Clinton would provide the punishment according to the theory and it has a social effect also. Clinton should get punished for his offensive activities for change his behaviour in future. With the utilisation of reformative theory, any individual like this legal offender could get treatment and training to return to a law-abiding social life (Baghel, 2018). The case of Clinton cannot be linked with the expiatory theory in the theories' group of punishment as there was no scope of repentance for the offensive works done to the individual. However, it has been found that the activities of the police in the punishments are effective in nature. 
[bookmark: _Toc108036840]Conclusion
This essay has included several crime prevention theories that are effective for the policing practice as they have effective roles and responsibilities for the prevention of crime in society. All the theories of crime prevention related to the social, environmental and criminal justice approach are significant with their features for preventing crime from society. Several theories in the essay relate to a real case study in England and these theories have proven that their applications in justice or policing activities will reduce or prevent criminal activities from society. 
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