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Abstract
[bookmark: _Int_SryffMLx]This report will outline the definition of policing by consent and what consent is. It will also define the issues that could break down policing by consent and how they can affect this method of policing. It will also explore what options are available to mend the possible issues involved with policing with consent or other methods that the force may need to rely on in order to complete their duties in the most effective and efficient manner, so that communities are safe and feel protected.


Contents

Title page
Abstract
Contents
Introduction
Main Body
Conclusion
References


Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_Yo4AIayA][bookmark: _Int_17xOKQLl]The definition of policing by consent described by Home Office (2012) is “the power of the police coming from the common consent of the public, as opposed to the power of the state” meaning that the police will rely on the help of the public with allowing them to carry out their duties such as consenting to a stop and search, searching properties, accessing surveillance cameras, or providing witness statements. This will assist the police in solving crimes and finding evidence rather than having to use the power of the state such as warrants and necessary force in certain situations to get what they need by themselves. Consent is defined by The Crown Prosecution Service (2024) as “if he agrees by choice, and has the freedom and capacity to make that choice”. This meaning a person has to be of sound mind, nothing forcing them to say yes such as blackmail or intimidation.


Main Body

[bookmark: _Int_sy9Hmi0P][bookmark: _Int_kdAmdm2K][bookmark: _Int_kBe9Hi57][bookmark: _Int_h4YtmMU2]There are issues related to policing by consent, one is explained by Smith (2024) which is ‘a lot of the public don’t have the understanding or boldness to make a choice without the influence of intimidation or pressure’. This makes policing by consent unreliable which cannot be helped because the police are intimidating and are meant to be so that they can deter crime, therefore it is natural for citizens to feel pressure and possibly fear. This is due to the police perhaps forcing them to make false accusations or false claims in order to make the police happy or make them leave the citizen alone. They can also feel pressure from criminals, who the citizens may feel could target them after releasing evidence they have to the police so they may lie in order to protect themselves or family. Additionally, trust and respect are a very important aspect when it comes to the cooperation between the police and the public, without trust or respect it would be inconceivable for the public to consent to cooperation. Communities need to feel that no matter what the issue or what the problem is, the police will be able to help efficiently and effectively as soon as the problem arises. The police need to be viewed as saviours for civilians from the criminals who bring chaos into communities. This is where the police can earn the civilians trust and respect, as when these problems are dealt with they can earn cooperation from those communities which can fix the issues regarding policing with consent. It is stated by Office for National Statistics (2024) that “in the year ending March 2023, 68% of people aged 16 and over in England and Wales said they had confidence in their local police” Even though this is a high number it is not high enough, for policing by consent to be of the highest quality. The be the percentage of people needs to be much higher than 68%, the police need to work harder with communities and the public to ensure that people trust the police rather than be intimidated by them. There are too many influences and natural fears that the public could have which is a huge issue for policing with consent. However, there is a fix to this, if the police have the respect and trust of communities, it will make it much easier for the public to consent to releasing information or assisting in whatever way that they can because they will feel a lot more comfortable in doing so because if they feel they can trust the police then they will be able to rely on them to use their consent to good use and effectively track down criminals and stop and prevent crimes from happening. Another point is the lack of understanding when it comes to policing by consent, the lack of awareness of how influential cooperation between policing and the public, when it comes to solving cases, is clear to see. It is stated by Victim Support NI (2024) that “up to 60% of crimes go unreported” which goes to show that people either don’t trust that the police will deal with or help their problems or they are unaware that they can get help for their situations. The fix to policing by consent in this case is trust in the police, to do their duties and to protect the public.

“for those used to witnessing police violence, and to having police power enforced against them, it can be hard to believe that their consent matters” said by Mansfield (2021). This shows that people do not believe in policing with consent, due to what they have seen, through media or their own eyes, or what their encounters with the police have been like. This is a massive issue for the police, if people believe their consent is not something valid enough to be taken into reason, then policing by consent is thrown out the window and will never work. The scarce reality of police misconduct has a huge effect on people and their opinions on the police, it forces people to realise that there may not be a factor in some officers' ways of working and that is why people do not believe in policing by consent and what it is supposed to stand for. Home Office (2024) states that “1,300 officers in 2023 had to go to formal misconduct proceedings”. These statistics show that misconduct is no small matter in the police whether it is to do with excessive force, abusing powers, not abiding by laws or searching persons or properties without good reasoning or the correct documentation. This goes against what is supposed to be policing by consent causing issues that are hard to resolve. Policing by consent is the “way the police gain voluntary approval and cooperation from the public” explained by European Social Survey (2023). This shows that policing with consent is focused on the validation of the public meaning that with so much misconduct occurring and the extremities of it earns the disapproval of citizens and will not be tolerated. This is proven to be a severe issue regarding policing by consent. Without the approval of the public policing by consent is not possible because there will no longer be consent for the police to carry on with their duties and the public will not stay quiet if their consent is being misused, for example “Protesters have taken to the streets in cities across the UK to rally against the police and crime bill” Skopeliti (2022) This demonstrates an issue with policing by consent because if the public do not accept or approve of the actions of the police, then they will protest and display their unhappiness making it harder for the police to do their job. This means they will have tragically lost the respect of the public and decreased the ability to police by consent.

[bookmark: _Int_AqhigCBs][bookmark: _Int_9cNbr0UT][bookmark: _Int_b7yqKckU][bookmark: _Int_6nUMDOq7][bookmark: _Int_3gCIXo2Q]Sometimes force in police is necessary, even though it goes against the consent of the public, for their benefit and the safety of officers and civilians. Unfortunately, this cannot be helped and the force that has to be applied has to be a reasonable amount, this would be another option to policing by consent. ‘when a crime is carried out officers can use necessary forces to bring about justness’ (His Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary 2011). This goes to show that even if policing by consent does not work then the police have a backup option which is to use the means necessary to detain criminals who are not obeying the law regardless of whether the public would consent to this because it would be deemed as the safest option when criminals are not cooperating. This is important to decrease the danger of the situation to protect all officers, criminals and the public included. “When an officer uses force on an individual, their first duty is the immediate care of that individual and to ensure that they receive any necessary medical care.” (Avon and Somerset Police, 2025). Even though using necessary force could be frowned upon by the public, this quote shows that the criminals' safety and medical care is still a top priority for the police to ensure that the arrest is just and lawful. It works well for the safety of all as well as catching and deterring crime without the necessity of thinking of the publics consent, which makes it a good option when needed rather than policing by consent and ensuring that all are content with the way it was handled. “Experiencing or witnessing police use of force leads to a more negative opinion of the police for the majority” (Independent Office For Police Conduct 2023). This shows the views of the public when witnessing police using force, even if it is for the protection of everyone, however even though it is disliked by the majority of civilians. It cannot be denied that force would be necessary when it comes to criminals who are unwilling to cooperate. Examples of this would be if a criminal has a weapon at hand or are fighting to not get detained for the crimes they have done, simply because if the police did not use force, then they would be able to get away easily and possible harm many people or officers in doing so.  Whincup (2024) tells the story of “Three police officers who were stabbed and slashed while tackling a man wielding a knife have been honoured for their bravery”. In this example we see officers using force for the safety of the public and being praised for it so even though the majority dislike seeing the police use force, they are praised for it when it is used correctly and results are securing the protection of the public and the detaining of the criminal. It proves to be a good alternative when policing by consent fails and can provide results in situations when cooperation is non-existent, and people's lives are at stake.



Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_uQVDYO06][bookmark: _Int_SS7qLpHo]In conclusion, policing by consent is policing with the approval of the public, maintaining order and ensuring lawful behaviour is maintained and unlawful behaviour is stopped and prevented in ways that the public consent to and will cooperate with. However, there are a few disadvantages such as how reliant it is on public respect and trust as well as the understanding of the public and their confidence to speak up in order to cooperate. There are also many pressures that cannot be helped that impact policing by consent, this includes intimidation from the police and criminals and fear of what may happen to them if they cooperate with the police. Also, it is hard for the public to believe that the police try to police with consent due to how media shows it and through what they have witnessed themselves making another issue for policing by consent. An option other than policing by consent is to police through force, when necessary, the police are able to determine when and how much force is needed in times of need when criminals won’t cooperate or consent to being detained or searched. 
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