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What impact does divorce, and volatile family life have on children in Secondary education?

The above proposal question identifies the key ethical choices and considerations which will be explored through re-search carrying out a qualitative approach, whereby data will be collected through the process of individual verbal interviews, open ended questionnaires and informal observations within the workplace. 

As a one to one ‘Learning Support Assistant’ in a class with a variation of behavioural and learning difficulties in a mainstream secondary setting, I have particular interest in this topic. I also can understand many of their backgrounds through personal experience of growing up within a split family setting. This online defence re-search proposal will focus on children of Secondary School age, with ranges from eleven to eighteen. The purpose of the study will be to identify the impact; whether it be positive or negative; divorce and volatile family life has on a child’s education. 

Before conducting the re-search proposal, as with any project involving other participants, there will be many ethical matters considered. It is vital that before any re-search takes place the University must approve a completed Ethical Approval form. All ethical considerations and guidelines which have been followed, may be discussed throughout. Alas, the ‘British Educational Research Association’ (BERA) ethical guidelines have also been followed throughout the research. 

It was stated by BERA (2018) that all participants shall be treated free from prejudice and all treated equally and sensitively. Researchers should also be mindful of any structural inequalities (race, gender, LGBT+) and should be sensitive on such matters if they arise. 

It was also stated by BERA (2018) that researchers should always consider the most effective methods of informing participants of all necessary information regarding the research and ensure that everyone has given consent to fully take part with the study of the project. In order to coincide with these guidelines, consent shall be gained from all participants, adults and children, before any survey or interviews take place. 

Thomas, (2017) states that informed consent requires participants give their full permission for their information to be used whilst also being fully aware of every aspect of the research which may affect them and any possible consequences to follow. It is essential that all data collected is kept confidential and stored in the correct manner in line with the ‘Data Protection Act or General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) (2018). BERA (2018) guidelines state that any data collected by any one participant is to be kept anonymised along with being kept confidential, whilst also ensuring that all participants are fully aware that their data will be kept confidential throughout the whole process. 

Whilst conducting this re-search proposal, participants shall be made aware that they are able to fully access any data and feedback collected on the research written. Along with this, all participants will be made fully aware that they have the right to withdraw at any time throughout the research proposal. Should any participants feel that for any reason they need to contact anyone, in order to gain access to research or to withdraw, each individual participant will receive a copy of my contact details.
It is important that in order for everyone to be treated equally, children should have the same equal rights as adults. It is vital that as stated by Albon, D and Mukherji, P. (page 135, 2018) not only should children be given a right to consent, they should also have the right to withdraw or decline at any time from the research proposal, in line with the key ethical considerations. (Farrell, 2005)

Divorce does not only affect the married couple; it also has adverse effects on the children within the family involved. Some divorces are amicable; however, majority can be volatile and can have a severe impact on children and their education. A significant change in homelife can lead to children and young people isolating themselves and withdrawing from various social situations, failing to communicate their emotions, thus resulting in adverse behaviour issues. (Place2Be, 2015)

Due to this subject possibly being extremely sensitive, it is essential that I am mindful of how I conduct my research. BSA (2002) states guidelines requiring all researchers ensure that participants’ emotional, psychological and physical well-being are priority and are not adversely affected as a result. It is essential that participants, especially children involved are not considered vulnerable and ensure no further stress or heartache is brought upon them. BERA (2018). 

The study will be taking place in my place of work; thus, being referred to as ‘Insider Research’. Work based research is not an unusual concept, however, it is important that the researcher is always aware of practitioner led research having the possibilities of unique challenges of their own and extra, more extensive ethics research will be undertaken.  (Costley, Elliot and Gibbs, 2010. Page 26) 

To conclude, due to the possibility of the interview being sensitive it is essential that the researcher has a participant who is aware of the homelife and has in depth knowledge of safeguarding measures. (Parkers, 1995).  In addition, it is vital a full DBS check is provided. Due to the researcher working within the school setting a full up to date DBS is in place. In order to ensure the least possible stress for all involved, the researcher will discuss beforehand with the school’s safeguarding officer, youth worker and counsellor, all matters that will be discussed in order to remove any such questions that might cause upset ensuring the research is ethically sound. As stated before, all data collected will be available for the participant to view at any time if they wish to do so. BERA (2018) acknowledges that research within the educational setting can have its difficulties, it is complex and measuring outcomes with accuracy can be a challenge. However, continuing research will improve everyone’s knowledge on the impact these adverse life changing moments can have on children’s lives. 
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Online Discussion 2
Reflective Response of Ethical Defence
[bookmark: _GoBack]
On the 6th of December I posted my first ethical consideration proposal, this is now following on from a reflection received by academic peers and tutors. My main aim within my research proposal was to answer the question, ‘What impact does divorce, and volatile family life have on children in Secondary education?’
Firstly, what is reflection? What is the purpose of reflection? It was stated by IAD (2019), that ‘Reflection is a process of exploring and examining ourselves, our perspectives, attributes, experiences and actions. It helps us gain insight and see how to move forward.’ It is important that we are able to do this as a daily life skill in all that we do. 
Upon completing my first discussion, it was then reviewed by fellow peers and academic tutors. Thus, resulted in gaining valid, positive and critical feedback on my initial proposal. By receiving this feedback, it allowed myself to analyse what I had previously written and to review my proposal and the structure in further depth. It is essential that we are able to reflect critically on our own and others work. It allows us to ‘think more critically about the work we produce in the future. (Travis, D. 2019).
Having received my feedback from my academic tutor, it highlighted a very valid point, one that I had not considered previously; “Do children have the same rights as adults or more, as they are ‘Very Special People’?” upon receiving this feedback, it allowed me to reflect and consider further research into children and young people’s rights in Wales. This point to me was the main point during the process of reflection. As I work with children full time, I considered myself to know a great deal on children’s rights, however, the question raised concerning their rights in comparison to adults, intrigued myself t research deeper into this. I shall be looking further into the Welsh Governments Policies and the ‘UNCRC’ policy on children’s rights. By delving into the research on children’s homelife and the impact it has on their education, it is essential that before conducting this research that I am fully aware of each individuals’ rights and whether they have more, less or equal rights to an adult. 
Another reflection was that of referencing. It is essential that referencing is correct throughout any piece of work. Whilst reading back through my proposal it appeared that there was incorrect referencing. Whilst reflecting on this it is essential to have the ‘Harvard’ style of referencing close by in order to ensure that there are no mishaps. 
In conclusion, I will be ensuring that during my ethical considerations and proposal method that I research fully into children’s rights, in full depth and ensure that every piece of work is referenced correctly. It is essential to reflect on work in order to become a better researcher. This reflection has allowed me to improve my work before further research has taken place in order to ensure that all areas are covered.
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