Literature Review.
What is the extent of Domestic Violence Related Crime in the Cardiff Area and is the Crown Prosecution Service doing enough to tackle this?

Domestic abuse is defined as a single incidence or series of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening, demeaning, violent, or sexually violent behaviour, typically committed by a current or former spouse, but also by a family member or caretaker (Woman’s Aid, 2022). However, current UK law describes domestic abuse as any instance of abusive, violent, or coercive behaviour between people 16 years of age or older who are or have been intimate partners or family members, regardless of their gender or sexual orientation (South Wales Police, 2022). The prior distinction between both descriptions of domestic abuse is being made due to the minimum age requirement for it to be classed as a domestic abuse incident. In UK law, the minimum age for an incident to be classed as domestic abuse, all involved parties need to meet that age requirement. 
Although the phrase "domestic abuse" is not used to describe a single crime, it can be used to describe a variety of crimes committed within the home (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022a). Physical, sexual, financial, coercive control, gaslighting or emotional abuse, digital or online abuse, so-called "honour-based" violence, forced marriage, and female genital mutilation (FGM) are some of the different ways that domestic abuse can manifest (Victim Support, 2022). The United Nations (1993) recognises that violence against women is a manifestation of historically uneven power relations between men and women and that it is a violation of their internationally recognised human rights and has no place in modern society. According to estimates, domestic violence in the UK results in an average of two women and 30 men being murdered each week (Living without fear, 2022, and Criminal Justice Joint Inspection, 2004).
In the year ending in March 2021, studies by the Office for National Statistics (2021) showed that out of all crime recorded in the UK, the total of which that were domestic related were 845,734 which shows an increase in 6% on the previous year and represents 18% of all recorded crime. In the year ending in March 2020, this figure was up 9% in the year ending in March 2019 (Office for National Statistics, 2020). Again, this showed an increase of 24% on the previous year to that (Office for National Statistics, 2019) and 23% on the year ending before that (Officer for National Statistics, 2018). According to the British Crime Survey, one in three women will experience domestic abuse at some point in their lives, and one in five women will be victims of sexual assault (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, n.d). Despite the fact that men can also be impacted by these forms of abuse and violence, women continue to be disproportionately affected in terms of incidence and severity (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, n.d).
This data demonstrates a pattern where domestic abuse reports have increased for four years running. However, it's not enough to merely state that the aforementioned statistics demonstrate an increase in domestic abuse instances in the UK. As described by Ariel and Bland (2019), opposed to the argument for interpreting an arithmetic rise as a "real" change in crime volume, the increase can be explained by other arguments, such as changes in crime definitions, crime reporting patterns, or crime-recording procedure. It is also suggested that the true volume of crime perpetrated in society is not captured by any contemporary crime data recording (Ariel and Bland, 2019). It is also suggested that it is difficult to understand how findings generated from analysis of police data might be changed due to the lack of knowledge regarding reporting trends (Baumer and Lauritsen, 2010).
To combat these irregularities, the Home Office Counting Rules (HOCR) 1998 and National Crime recording standards (NCRS) 2002 were created to control crime classification processes in order to improve the reliability, or consistency of recording between Welsh and English Police Forces (Ariel and Bland, 2019). Additionally, they aimed to create a victim-focused approach to crime statistics, often known as the "one victim, one crime" policy, in which each victim of a criminal act received a unique crime record which led to a rise in recorded crime (Ariel and Bland, 2019).
As covered by the Office for National Statistics (2021), it summarises that the rise in domestic abuse statistics may be partially attributed to improvements in offence-recording procedures across the board in the police force as well as an increase in the number of occurrences involving domestic violence that are brought to their attention.
Domestic violence incidences may be caused by an increase in causes after the Covid-19 Pandemic, which started in 2020. Since the start of the pandemic, there has been a wide range of literature examining the effects of Covid-19 and the links it has to an increase of domestic violence. Bradbury-Jones and Isham (2020) describe it as being the pandemic paradox, with evidence from countries around the world reporting an influx in domestic violence cases.  The fact that families and partners have been compelled to stay at home together because of the epidemic has raised serious concerns, making it challenging for those who have experienced this kind of abuse to leave their homes. According to research, one of the most common strategies employed by abusers to cut off victims' access to their support systems is social isolation (Coohey, 2007). According to study, reports about domestic abuse incidents rose by 25% in the UK after a week of the implementation of tight social isolation and lockout measures at the start of 2020 (Sharma and Borah, 2020). South Wales-based research revealed that while the number of Police referrals did not significantly increase during the first Covid lockdown, a greater percentage of those referrals were classified as "high risk" at that time (Moore et, al. 2021). According to this research, not much more abuse incidents occurred than they otherwise would have outside of lockdown, but the severity of the offences was higher due to the increased risk. However, following the previous data, despite identical data from June 2020 suggesting that just 38% of services indicated a rise in demand during the first lockdown period, a subsequent professional poll found that 9 out of 10 providers reported increasing demand (Moore et, al. 2021). Lockdown can exacerbate pre-existing abusive relationship behaviours, despite the fact that it does not inherently create domestic abuse. Children will be exposed to and, in some circumstances, experience domestic abuse as a result of the isolation that abusive partners place on women across the nation (Refuge, 2020). 
In South Wales between 2012 and 2013, there were a total of 27,537 domestic abuse incidents, 6,588 domestic abuse crimes and around a third of all violence with injury crime was domestic abuse related (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, 2017). It shows that there is a serious problem with domestic violence. However, there is no proof that domestic violence is a bigger issue in the Cardiff area than it is in other UK regions. There is a correlation between places of hardship and the occurrence of domestic abuse, with the South Wales Police's coverage area including 63 of Wales' 100 most impoverished districts (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, 2017). It is recognised by the Welsh Government (2019) that the Cardiff area includes some of those poorest communities, suggesting that there may be a connection between these two factors and an increase in domestic violence incidents there.
Both a cause and a result of domestic abuse, poverty makes women less able to escape abusive situations earlier and makes them poorer after leaving the relationship (Child Poverty Action Group, 2022). The likelihood of domestic violence for women in low-income households is thought to be 3.5 times higher than for women in marginally better-off households (Child Poverty Action Group, 2022). Due to social and economic structures, there is evidence to support the idea that poverty is a direct cause of gender equality in women. (Bennett and Daly, 2014) This is consistent with earlier data showing women in places of heightened poverty are more likely to become victims of domestic violence. Bennett and Daly (2014) drew attention to gendered disparities in poverty susceptibility, particularly recurring poverty. Following divorce or separation, women are more likely to experience income loss and an increase in debts, some of which may become long-term (Bennett and Daly, 2014). Domestic violence is significantly associated with household income in the UK, according to data analysis from the British Crime Survey (now the Crime Survey of England and Wales), with women and men living in poor and financially unstable households more likely to experience domestic violence than those living in better-off households (Towers, 2015).
The sixth edition of the Crown Prosecutions Director's Guidance on Charging, Annex 1, states that the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), not the police, is responsible for deciding whether to charge any offences involving domestic abuse (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). The investigation of any claimed crime is the responsibility of the police and other investigators, who also must decide how to use their resources (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2018).  In other words, the police are first charged with gathering evidence in connection with the reported offence, but they are also expected to present that evidence to the CPS once they have completed their investigation so that the CPS can decide whether to make a charging decision. To make it clear, the CPS's role is to determine if it is appropriate to bring charges for the criminal court to consider, not to determine whether a person has committed a criminal offence (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2018).
The CPS charging rate has increased from 72.6% to 77.2% according to study of CPS domestic abuse data for the year ending June 2022 in England and Wales, but the successful conviction rate has decreased by 4.2%, from 10,439 to 10,002 cases (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022b). Victim disengagement from the criminal justice system continues to be a major barrier to effective convictions for domestic abuse (Porter 2019). Therefore, whenever the victim states their desire to not support a case, prosecutors frequently have to decide how to continue, if that be by a victimless prosecution or to no further action the case (Porter, 2019). However, all domestic abuse prosecutions should have an evidence-led approach, according to the CPS's Domestic Abuse Guidelines for Prosecutors - the initial goal should be to develop cases in which the prosecution does not need to rely on the victim (HMCPSI and HMICFRS, 2020). This enables police to proceed with the prosecution without support of the victim if they determine that the risk to the victim is severe enough or that the criminal is a repeat offender in particular circumstances. The prosecutor should carefully assess whether summoning a victim would be appropriate and should always consider if the victim's safety would be at risk from the case moving on without their support; a victim should not be put in further danger through this course of action (The Crown Prosecution Service 2022a). However, there is research suggesting that CPS prosecutors routinely rely on victim summons (Porter, 2019). Interests of the state and prosecutor are viewed as being equivalent to those of the victim because, in the end, the government's correctional policies should benefit both the public and the offender (Bottoms and Roberts, 2010). The court system created laws like protection orders, obligatory arrest, and no-drop prosecution in an effort to punish domestic abusers and protect victims, in part because of the grassroots social change work of feminist activists (Nichols, 2014).
When the victim is no longer supportive in DA cases, prosecutors may employ one of three strategies. First, the prosecution may be discontinued at the victim's request; second, it may proceed regardless of the woman's request or whether her personal interests are best served by that course; or third, prosecutors may consider various factors to determine whether either course would best serve the woman's safety and/or sense of autonomy (Porter, 2019). While there is a tendency to prosecute, according to current CPS guidelines for prosecutors, prosecutors must consider the practical, personal, and safety factors mentioned in the victim's retraction statement and included in the police "risk assessment" before determining how to proceed (Porter, 2019).
According to research, the recent digitization of CPS case files and the subsequent removal of the "paper file" were intended to modernise and streamline procedures in line with managerialism's core principles, with cost- and time-efficiency being of utmost importance, thereby increasing worker productivity (Porter, 2019). According to research, prosecutors reported feeling more pressure to finish their daily job lists fast after learning that bosses are now keeping track of the amount of work they are doing (Porter, 2019). Prosecutors are under time constraints due to digital working, which may affect how thoroughly the task is done (Porter, 2019). The bulk of UK services, including the CPS, have seen financial reductions in recent years. The CPS's budget was reduced by £185 million between 2009 and 2015 (Hansard, 2017). The pressure prosecutors felt to complete their work quickly was unquestionably a result of budget constraints, according to the prosecutors who were questioned (Porter, 2019). 
Based on a study of recent literature in the fields related to the aforementioned subject. There are observable research gaps that can still be taken advantage of. For instance, there are gaps in the information about DV incidents in Cardiff. The extent of domestic violence abuse in the Cardiff area does not appear to be adequately documented or supported by data. Additionally, the CPS DV case processing data of cases that originate in the Cardiff area are not supported by any data, presenting a potential area for future research.
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