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Essay One: (2000 Words)
Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion.

Within this essay I am going to assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. Firstly, the term ‘Community Policing’ is described by the Community Orientated Policing Services as ‘a philosophy that promotes organizational strategies that support the systematic use of partnerships and problem solving techniques to proactively address the immediate conditions that give rise to public safety such as crime, social disorder and fear of crime’ (US Department of Justice, 2012). Community orientated policing services have identified three main areas of community policing and these are ‘Community Partnerships’, ‘Organizational Transformation’ and ‘Problem Solving’.
Within South Wales Police there are many different departments within the force, of which there are a vast amount of different teams operating. These include the like of Response (College of Policing, 2022), Neighbourhood policing (College of Policing, 2022) and the Road’s policing unit (College of Policing, 2022). Each unit within South Wales Police, in some way, police the communities of South Wales. From the response team where they respond to a variety of emergency and non-emergency calls within the local communities to the roads policing unit who will also respond to calls from within the local communities when in relation to vehicle crime. However, the neighbourhood policing teams have a specific purpose, and this is to engage with the local communities, they achieve this though the use of the neighbourhood beat manager and the Police Community Support Officers, also known as PCSO’s (South Wales Police, 2022).
The role of a Police Community Support Officer has been outlined by the College of Policing as the ‘Key link between local communities and policing’ (College of Policing, 2022). Police community support officers were first introduced in 2002 by the Home Secretary at the time, David Blunkett (The Police Foundation, 2009). They provide a visibility on the streets of the communities where they are approachable, accessible and there to offer reassurance to members of the public (Dergisi, 2016). A police community support officer has 20 defined powers that range from issuing a fixed penalty notice for littering to stopping vehicles for the purpose of a road check (South Wales Police, 2022). In March 2020 there were 9248 police community support officers employed across all 43 police forces, in March 2021 this had increased to 9284, an increase of 0.4% (National Statistics, 2022). This shows that they are a vital part of policing communities hence the employment of more staff. 
The South Wales Police and Crime Plan 2021 to 2025 has indicated that ‘neighbourhood policing is critical’ and that they will ‘Strengthen the role of the PCSO’ (Rt Hon Alun Michael, 2021). Within the plan it has stated that there are 406 police community support officers serving across 232 electoral wards. It has also provided information to the public that their priority is to focus on the neighbourhood policing to help reduce and prevent crimes such as anti-social behaviour across South Wales. In March 2020, Cardiff saw a major increase in anti-social behaviour offences within their community, this married up with the introduction of the Covid-19 pandemic (Leston, 2021). This article suggests that anti-social behaviour in Cardiff had risen by 64%, being at a 5-year high totalling 15,545 police reports of anti-social behaviour.
However, unfortunately there are members of the community who are anti-police and have formulated that the police community support officers do not have the same powers as warranted officers, such as the power of arrest and as a result of this, they do not carry the same equipment as a warranted officer such as handcuffs, a baton or PAVA spray. Knowing this, some members of the public will use this to their advantage and exploit the police community support officer’s role and just goad the police community support officer. In 2015, there was an article regarding the abuse of police community support officers by younger members of the community of Bradford (Wright, 2015). This article indicate that senior officers of Bradford’s West Yorkshire Police have indicated that there will be arrests and that police community support officers do have powers to detail people until a police officer arrives.
Police community support officers are managed by an ‘NBM’ also known as a neighbourhood beat manager. A neighbourhood beat manager is a warranted officer that works as part of the neighbourhood policing team with local police community support officers to engage with the community. There are many tools available to the neighbourhood beat managers and the police community support workers to help deter, manage and fight crime. One of these tools is a model called the SARA model which was then extended to the OSARA model (Sidebottom, et al., 2020), this is a problem-solving model, and it stands for Objective, Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. This model is used to assist the neighbourhood police team to solve problems within the community, for example, if there is an issue with youths and anti-social behaviour near to a shopping centre. The model would help identify any objectives of the officer completing the model, this could be to prevent the loitering of the youths in the area. Through scanning it would identify and prioritise the potential crime and disorder problems occurring. The model can then be used to gather information and intelligence relating to the problems to identify the causes of the issues, there could be a lack of activities in the local area for the youths to do, no other hard cover for the youths to go to in times of poor weather, resulting in the need for them to attend the shopping centre. Once these are completed, a response would be required, this is where neighbourhood officers would develop and implement any activities or possible ideas to help address the problem, working in partnership with the local community, council and other third party agencies, a plan could be made to help identify any potential funding available to open a youth club, or even shelter in a local park for the youths to congregate rather than the shopping centre. Another could be the fix or introduction of new CCTV cameras or the repair or installation of new lighting that could help deter the youths from gathering in the shopping centre. An assessment would then be completed to help assess whether the implementation of the model was a success, this would be done through the measurement of the response to the issues and if needed make changes to the response.
A key and critical part of community policing requires the police and other partner agencies to gain the trust of the local communities. This can only be achieved by good honest policing and hard work. Part of the honesty is where police forces across the United Kingdom share information with the communities about how the intend on policing the communities, the reasoning behind such decisions made and providing proof through facts and figures on the results. As such, reports produced by the likes of the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC, 2022) and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS, 2022). The reports produced by these governing bodies are independent from the police, however in certain circumstances the police will self-refer for investigation. This will help the communities that the police engage with to feel confident and build trust with the police. However this can also work against the police, if an already anti-police community have access to a report that find the police have been at fault then this will fuel the fire within the community. In 2018, out of 17,043 members of the public asked, a total of 60% stated that they had no interaction with police in the last year. This is down by 7%f from 2017 where 67% of people stated they had no interaction with police in the past year (BMG Research, 2019).
On May 25th 2020 in the state of Minnesota a black male by the name of George Floyd died while being restrained by police officers from the local police force. This incident led to many issues across the world, not just America. However, through out America, this incident resulted in protests that led to riots throughout many states. On the third night of the protests, in Minnesota, a police station and local businesses were set on fire (Taylor, 2021). In 2021, the four police officers who were involved in the incident were arrested and sent to prison for the death of George Floyd. This kind of incident is very damaging to the American police community; however, it has also had a massive impact on the police communities all over the world. It raised many concerns in relation to racial issues (Douglas, et al., 2021). 
Maintaining community cohesion is described by the Local Government Association as being the ‘heart of what makes a safe and strong community’ (Local Government Association, 2004). The Local Government Association have identified that ‘Community cohesion is therefore critical to the quality of life of local people and, as community leaders, local authorities have an essential role to play in facilitating this’ (Local Government Association, 2004). It is also stated that ‘Cohesive communities are communities which are better able to tackle common problems, to provide mutual support and to work together for a positive future’. The police are the local authority that are at the frontline of community engagement, thus being a key factor in maintaining community cohesion (National Policing Improvment Agency, 2001). The National Policing improvement agency have identified that ‘community cohesion is based on three foundations, People with different personal characteristics having similar life opportunities, People knowing their rights and responsibilities and People trusting one another and trusting local institutions to act fairly’ (National Policing Improvment Agency, 2001). This suggests that community cohesion is very important and there are many benefits to a successful community cohesion and these include, ‘community empowerment, volunteering, equalities and perceptions of fair treatment and preventing crime and anti-social behaviour’ (National Policing Improvment Agency, 2001).
When it comes to the police and community cohesion, police will play a key role in the process. Under section 12.1, it has been stated that ‘Good, effective policing makes a vital contribution to community cohesion’ (Local Government Association, 2004). It is important that community engagement is a ‘core policing commitment’ for the police. This will help build strong and long-lasting relationships with the local community and in turn build trust that is needed (College of Policing, 2013). A key link between community engagement and an increase in public confidence of the police is ‘The Confidence Cycle’ (College of Policing, 2013), this is illustrated by the following:
[image: Improving confidence in policing] (College of Policing, 2013)
In summary, the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion is a key role that is initiated by police forces across the whole of the United Kingdom. It is key due to the fact that the police are the most frontline members of local authorities that engage with local communities. The police are usually the first people that communities will see after reporting crimes such as anti-social behaviour, who then in turn will work closely with other third-party agencies such as the local council and housing associations. Through the response of attending emergency calls made by members of the local communities, engagement with members of the community will help build a stronger community cohesion and help to build rapport between the police and the communities. Through engagement, communities that were once anti-police, will over time form a close bond with the local police and in turn help to foster an improvement in relations between the community and police. Within the police, there is a department called the Neighbourhood policing team, these include the likes of PCSO’s who offer the communities the chance to engage with the police and help foster and build community relations. It is through the likes of local PCSO’s with their engagement that is the key to maintaining community cohesion through the way they offer their engagement with the communities and people who are included.
 

Word Count – 2000






Essay Two: (2000 Words)
Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network.

For this essay I am going to evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. To do this I am going to find and identify the different options available to disrupt criminal activity and proceed to discuss the effectiveness of these options.
The roads of the United Kingdom cover the whole of the country, from Land’s End in Devon to John O’ Groats in Scotland. Despite the mileage between them both being 874 miles, as per statistics provided by the government, there are still approximately 247,500 miles of the road network covering the United Kingdom. (Government, 2021). Despite the majority of users being innocent members of the public, criminals also have access to the roads network. It has been identified by the Department for Transport that criminals will use the road network in the commission of crime. These crimes include burglary, crimes of violence, county lines and various traffic offences (Department for Transport, 2020). Statistics have shown that there has been no drop in fatalities and serious injuries since 2010. Where the average fatalities a day on British roads is 5 and the number of serious injuries is 68 a day (Department for Transport, 2020). 
The role of managing offences on the roads of South Wales lies with both the Roads Policing Unit and the local response policing teams dependant on the type of road the offences are committed at. The British Government have provided a ‘Roads Classification’ in relation to these, and they are as follows:
1) ‘A roads’, which are the major roads that provide transport links to, from and in between areas.
2) ‘B roads’, these are roads that intend to connect areas and feed traffic form the ‘A roads’ to small roads.
3) ‘Classified unnumbered’, these are the smaller roads that are connected to the ‘A roads’ and ‘B roads’, often linking towns and villages. Known unofficially as ‘C roads’.
4) ‘Unclassified’ roads are, local roads, intended for local traffic.
It is understood that 60% of the roads network fall under the ‘Unclassified’ section of the roads network (Gov.uk, 2012). Minor crimes or offences committed on ‘Classified unnumbered’ and ‘Unclassified’ roads will be managed initially by the response teams but crimes or offences committed on ‘A roads’ or ‘B roads’ will be managed by the Roads Policing Unit. This is due to the high level of driving qualification they hold compared to a standard response driving qualification. Response officers will only be trained to a standard response level but due to the numbers of new officers joining, the majority will only be trained to a basic level of driving. Whereas a Roads Policing officers will be trained to an advanced level (College of Policing, 2020). Within the South Wales region, motorways account for just 1% of the roads network, whereas 12% for A roads, 11% for B roads and the remaining 76% accounts for the classified and unclassified roads (Christie, et al., 2003).
A basic driver will only be qualified to drive the police vehicle under normal conditions just like any other road user, meaning this will be without the use of the emergency ancillary equipment. A standard response driver will be qualified to use the emergency ancillary equipment (the emergency lights and siren) when required to do so using the response vehicles. An advanced police driver will be trained to driver higher performance vehicles to higher thresh holds of their performance also advanced drivers will be able to attend courses that allow for them to use their skills to pursue vehicles and complete tactical stops of vehicles where more than one police vehicle is needed (College of Policing, 2020).  
The role of a police officer that works as part of the Roads Policing Unit has a specific purpose compared to a response officer. Despite both being required to respond to calls, the roads policing officer will specifically respond to traffic offences or crimes that are related to the road network. Part of the role is ‘preventing injury and loss of life on the roads’ (Joining The Police, 2022). The varied range of jobs that a roads policing officer will attend can consist of being a presence on the network of roads, attending road traffic accidents and managing scenes when there are fatalities to investigating road traffic accidents, responding to on the road offences and acting on intelligence relating to stolen cars and drugs.
A major focus for the Roads Policing Unit across the whole of the United Kingdom is the ‘Fatal 4’ consisting of ‘Inappropriate speed, using a mobile phone, not wearing a seatbelt and drink/drug driving’ (Broughton School of Motoring, 2022). However, a number of forces across the United Kingdom use the ‘Fatal 5’ in replacement of the ‘Fatal 4’, ultimately these are the same with the fatal 5 containing an extra point of ‘Careless driving’ This was initially developed by North Wales Police (West Wales Chronicle, 2015). There are a number of strategies that the police use to help combat these offences, these include the use of fixed speed cameras which are bright yellow in colour and well sign-posted for drivers to see, the AA have stated that the ‘Department for Transport revealed all speed cameras were to be painted yellow by October 2016’ (The AA, 2022). The police also use mobile enforcement cameras, these are able to move from one point to another and are also clearly visible. The aim of the mobile speed cameras are not to be hidden away but the partnership agency that run the mobile speed cameras openly inform members of the public where they base their cameras (GoSafe, 2022). In July 2015, a report produced by GoSafe has identified through the analysis of fixed speed cameras showed that ‘Fixed speed cameras showed a reduction in the overall number of collisions in their vicinity’ and there is evidence that their presence may reduce fatal or serious collisions by around 46%’ (GoSafe, 2015). Mobile speed cameras are now able to enforce drivers who do not wear a seatbelt or are using their phone at the wheel (GoSafe, 2022). 
The Department for Transport have produced a report that has identified that the year ending June 2020 there was an estimated total road death of 1580, this was a decrease of 14% compared to the previous year (Department for Transport, 2021). There could be a number of reasons for this decrease, including the possibility that less people used the road in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. A graph that is illustrated on the document shows that for the year ending June 2005, deaths on the roads were 3160 for the year compared to 1580 in June 2020 (Department for Transport, 2021). There could be a number of factors for this reduce in deaths on the road. Vehicles becoming safer from manufacture, drivers being more careful and police strategies around the awareness of the previously mentioned ‘Fatal 5’ (Broughton School of Motoring, 2022).
In April 2022 the National Police Chiefs’ Council have produced the ‘National Roads Policing Strategy 2022-2025’ (National Police Chiefs' Council, 2022). This document outlines the aims and objectives set by Chief Constable of Sussex Police, who is the lead for the roads policing, these aims and objectives are ‘Preventing harm and saving lives, Tackling crime, Driving technology and innovation and Changing minds’ (National Police Chiefs' Council, 2022). Under the objective of ‘Tackling Crime’ it has been stated that ‘It is entirely appropriate, legitimate and necessary that policing our roads means tackling drivers who break the law by engaging in behaviours that cause harm.’ This focuses on offences detailed within the ‘Fatal 4 or Fatal 5’. This section also talks about ‘targeting those causing the most harm on our roads’ using technology such as ‘ANPR or intelligence from partner agencies and the public’ (National Police Chiefs' Council, 2022).
The use of ‘ANPR’, which is short for ‘Automatic Number Plate Recognition’ (National Police Chiefs Council, 2019) is a very useful tool that is utilised by the Roads Policing Unit every day. It is available for them to access 24 hours a day 7 days a week through live systems linked to the control room and self-deployment (National Police Chiefs Council, 2020).  Automatic Number Plate Recognition uses cameras that record the number plate of a passing vehicle, it then runs the number plate through a database and computer systems where any matches will flag on the system to the relevant user. In terms of the Roads Policing Unit, this would show on the information systems installed into the police vehicle (PACTS, 2020). The information on the system is based on intelligence obtained through partner agencies like the ‘DVLA’ and intelligence provided by the public which has been evaluated. This is useful to the police as it assists with the disruption of criminal activity on the roads network, it is able to assist police to locate and recover stolen vehicles, prevent and detect crime and to identify and prosecute people who commit offences in relation to vehicle crime, for example, vehicles with no MOT, no TAX or are un-insured (PSNI, 2022).
The Automatic Number Plate Recognition system is a powerful tool for the police when it is used in relation to tackling organised crime, the system is able to be used to monitor the activity of specific vehicles identified by their number plate. It can identify vehicles in certain locations at certain times of the day or night. Through this, the police are able to paint a picture of the activity of the organised crime group and their vehicle over the days, weeks, months or years. This is called ‘Crime Pattern Analysis’ (College of Policing, 2021). Through March 2022, Northamptonshire Police ran an operation called ‘Operation Opus’ (Northamptonshire Police, 2022) This operation focused on community intelligence and uninsured vehicles. During this operation over 300 vehicles were stopped, leading to the seizure of 100 vehicles and 19 arrests for various offences (Northamptonshire Police, 2022).  
Through the use of the relevant legislation, police officers are able to utilise sections of the Road Traffic Act to assist with the deterrent of crime being committed on the roads network. Under Section 163 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2022) allows for police to stop vehicles. It gives a police constable in uniform the power to stop any person driving a motor vehicle on a road to stop, also the same will apply for a person riding a cycle must stop when required to do so. Any person failing to do so will be guilty of an offence (Legislation.gov.uk, 2022). This means that if there is intelligence relating to drugs that has shown in the police officer’s ANPR system then they are able to pull that vehicle over. Under section 164 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2022) police officers have the ‘power of constables to require production of driving licence’. This means that if a constable has reason to believe that a person was driving the vehicle at the time of an accident can be required to provide proof of a driver’s licence. This allows police to ascertain if the driver of that vehicle has a valid licence for the vehicle being driven. Section 165 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (Legislation.gov.uk, 2022) allows of the police to require the driver of a motor vehicle on a road to provide their name and address and also require the production of evidence of insurance, anyone who fails to comply with this section will be guilty of an offence. This section helps police to identify and deal with criminals who use motor vehicles with no insurance on the roads network. 
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