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Section A; The role and effectiveness of mediation in family disputes
[bookmark: _Int_PD3ogDEq][bookmark: _Int_pqdIqnni][bookmark: _Int_1DhNDflO]What actually is meditation? Meditation is a form of dispute resolution where a person who will be known as the mediator follows a structured process to help resolve a settlement between parties (Lexis+ 2026). This would obviously be relevant within family disputes such as divorce as if the divorcees cannot come to an agreement, then mediation will be needed. Under the Children and Families Act 2014 s.10, it states a requirement that a Mediation Information and Assessment Meeting (MIAM) is held before making most family court applications are made such as, child arrangement order, financial remedy proceedings. The only reason the MIAM will not happen is if there are certain exemptions in place such as domestic abuse and urgency. (Family Divorce Lawyer, 2022). If mediation is needed by the parties, then there are a number of places where they can be directed for this. Under the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 it states how legal aid is accessible when needed for mediation in family dispute resolutions and how it is a part of the legal aid regime. A practical implication for mediation in family disputes is that is cost and time effective. According to Roberts (2019), mediation is a faster resolution which can be crucial in a heightened emotional state for the parties involved. Something that the mediator will need to consider whilst conduction mediation would be to remain impartial and not favour one part over the other (Boulle & Nesic 2010). 
















Section B: Case Study Analysis (Marriage and Divorce)
Scenario A;
[bookmark: _Int_OLjrQCy3][bookmark: _Int_wPBhCJCk][bookmark: _Int_9VH83zgd][bookmark: _Int_1iKwxKiT]Firstly, the legal requirements for marriage must be looked at and this is primarily governed by the Marriage Act 1949. This act covers things such as; who can marry, notice of marriage, types of marriage ceremonies, registration of marriage etc. This act does also reads alongside with Marriage and Civil Partnerships (Minimum Age) Act 2022. In this act it also states that no parental consent can override the minimum age of 18. This would be the first thing to consider when looking at the requirements for marriage due to the legal side to it. Due to the age of Daniel and Sarah Thompson, they do meet this requirement as they are 42 and 45. Secondly consent needs to be accounted for. Assuming that both parties have consented then they have met the requirement as lack of consent and forced marriage is a criminal offence under the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014. The next thing that needs to be looked at is the relation between both parties. If the parties are closely related e.g., parent and child, siblings, grandparent, and grandchild then the marriage is strictly prohibited and will not be allowed under the Marriage Act 1949. After seeing if the marriage has actually met the requirements, the legal requirements for divorce must be looked at next. The same as marriage, divorce is governed by a piece of legislation, and that legislation is the Matrimonial Cause Act 1973. This act covers things such as; Divorce and judicial separation, Nullity of marriage, which is also known as annulment, any financial remedies that come from divorce etc. The first thing to look at when seeing if the legal requirements have been met is to breakdown the marriage and see why either a sole applicant is applying for divorce or whether it is a join application from both spouses. Now in this scenario, Sarah is the one who is seeking the legal advice for filing for divorce so in this case, it is a sole applicant from one spouse. However, on the other hand, Daniel has admitted that the marriage “had already broken down.” This is where the “No-Fault Divorce” comes into play. This comes from the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020. However, since it is unclear whether this is a joint application, it is unclear whether this would be taken into consideration due to the facts that the application must make that statement of the marriage breaking down and then the courts will accept that statement as conclusive evidence. There is no need to prove anything. If this did not get accepted due to the fact it is Daniel making the statement and not Sarah, then Sarah can use Daniel's adultery to her advantage as he did admit to having an affair with his colleague. Considering that the marriage has been over 12 months then they will be applicable to apply for one as the minimum duration of marriage has to be at least 12 months. Next, the children would need to be taken into consideration as they are only 14 and 10. The act that helps to provide the right care for children during divorce is the Children Act 1989 not the Matrimonial Cause Act 1973. This is because the Children Act 1989 is solely about children and not the parents' marital status. An option for solving this dispute between Sarah and Daniel would be mediation. This would have to be put into place at first due to court applications coming after the MIAM. 
Section C: Financial Orders Report (Financial Aspects of Divorce) 
The types of finical orders that are put into place when a divorce happens come under the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973. The orders include; lump sum order, property adjustment orders, pension order, secured periodical payments orders, clean break orders, and child maintenance. When the courts are deciding what is given out of these orders several things must be taken into consideration under Matrimonial Cause Act 1973 s.25. All the things they take into consideration are circumstantial such as both parties' income, financial needs, standard of living during the marriage, age of each party duration of the marriage, physical or mental disability, contributions to the marriage, value of any benefits lost by divorce for example, loss of pension rights or other financial benefits. The actual beneficial role of consent order is to legally bind a court order that records any financial agreement that has been reached when spouses are divorcing. This is to provide any legal certainty or uncertainties when it comes to the 2 parties and helps prevent any future financial claims between them both. It also ensures that the agreement is fair as the court must approve it under s.25 Matrimonial Causes Act 1973. The clean break settlement main aim is to cut all financial ties between the former spouses as soon as they can. 


















Section D: Domestic Abuse
[bookmark: _Int_uDAFWBgm][bookmark: _Int_C6SbfmA5]Section 1 of the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 defines domestic abuse as behaviour towards another person if they are both aged 16 or above and personally know each other. The behaviour can be classed as abusive if they are physical or sexually abused, if they have been violent or threating, controlling or coercive, economical abused, psychologically impacted, emotionally distressed or other forms abuse. Economical abuse can be seen as using or maintaining money or other property or obtaining goods or services. Legal protection that is available for people who have been a victim of domestic abuse comes from the Family Law Act 1996 and the “non-molestation order”. This order means that is prohibits a person who is the respondent from molesting another person who is associated with the respondent, it also prohibits the respondent from molesting a relevant child. The Family Law Act 1996 also has occupation orders in place if the applicant has estate or interest. This order essentially allows the person to remain entitled to the home that they have been in at any time that is intended by the person. With domestic abuse there will need to be a safeguarding action put into place. Safeguarding is a central role in protecting children who have been affected by domestic abuse. Children who have been affected by domestic abuse are recognised as victims under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021. For this to be effective, the parents of safeguarding must be able to change their approach and be able to listen to their child's voice (The Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel, 2022). 
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