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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Is a Neighbourhood Policing Department essential within a Police Force?
INTRODUCTION:
[bookmark: _Hlk127555853]This dissertation will look at Neighbourhood Policing within a Police Force and if it is essential to have Neighbourhood Teams and why. It will also be taking into consideration members of the publics and Officers thoughts and opinions on neighbourhood teams. This subject has been chosen by the researcher as they have an interest in it and previously worked within a neighbourhood team, so has first-hand experience within it and the opinions of members of the public and officers.
 
Most people will or would have had at least one dealing with the Police within their lifetime which might or might of resulted to being involved or dealt with by the Neighbourhood Police Department. 

Neighbourhood Policing was introduced in 2005. Due to crime rate increasing Neighbourhood Policing was introduced to tackle low level disorder, improve the quality of life within communities and to increase the public’s confidence in the police. Due to Police Constables dealing with more and more crime and having to complete a lot more paperwork it is down to the Neighbourhood teams to engage with the community and to offer support and reassurance needed. 

Public opinions matter within a Police Force and it is mostly down to the Neighbourhood teams to maintain the public’s trust and confidence. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

[bookmark: _Hlk127555862]During this assignment the information I want to collect and the objectives I will be working on are:
1) Opinions from the community regarding Neighbourhood Policing within the police force and the public perceptions of Neighbourhood policing. I will be conducting a survey for the public to complete which I will be placing on social media platforms.
2) Opinions of the officers from various departments and community support officers (CSO) within the Neighbourhood teams and why they think the public may or may not have a good perception of it. I will again be completing a survey which will be placed on the Force internet page. 
3) I will be looking for information online which supports neighbourhood policing and also against it and discuss and evaluate both sides and compare this to what I have received from officers, CSOs and the public. 
4) [bookmark: _Hlk128342807]What improvements can be made by the Police and the Neighbourhood department in order to build or maintain public relations and trust. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:
[bookmark: _Hlk128348469][bookmark: _Hlk128341057]Neighbourhood Policing is an essential element of modern Policing (College of policing, 2023) In 2005 Neighbourhood Policing was introduced into Police forces, this was to show consistent presence of dedicated neighbourhood teams capable of working in the community to establish and maintain control (HMIC, 2008). As the peeling principle states that Police are policing by consent. So, increasing emphasis was placed on how best to capture the needs and expectations of local communities and involve them in decisions (Police Foundation, 2015). 

Police and community relationships are important because if there are Strong relationships of mutual trust between police agencies and the communities, they serve are critical to maintaining public safety and effective policing. (Community relations service, 2016). 

Back in 2014 research shows that over a variety of places neighbourhood policing has been effective at, reducing public perceptions of disorder, increasing trust and confidence in the police and increasing the perceived legitimacy of the police (Colover, 2020). By building trust, this means that local people will have a say in how their area is policed, and can work in partnership with the police, the wider police family and local agencies to address the crime and disorder issues of most concern to them. (M2 Preswswire, 2005)

In the UK, a robust evaluation of National Reassurance Policing Programme, found modest improvements in crime and antisocial behaviour in some sites and overall improvements in fear of crime and public confidence, but no increase in collective efficacy. (Police Foundation, 2015).



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk127555869][bookmark: _Hlk128339172]Survey to the police officers/staff – This is best suited to gather information from people within these roles who have either worked within or worked alongside the neighbourhood teams. 
· A survey will be placed on Social media platforms for the community to complete – This is the best method to gather information and opinions from members of the public as this will reach a wider range of people. 
· I will also be conducting research online by using various websites to find old/new evidence and information in order to compare the information I receive from the other methods. 

These are best suited to my research as they will provide me with a variety of answers from a number of different sources, which will enable me to compare and discuss my findings.  


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
[bookmark: _Hlk127555881]I will be asking Police officers within Gwent Police and also Police community support officers to participate in my research as persons who work within or alongside the Neighbourhood Teams. I will also be carrying out a survey to the communities within Gwent Police to get their views on the Neighbourhood teams as a whole. 
[bookmark: _Hlk128340125]This sample will be best for me as it will hopefully provide me with different information from different sources. It will also give members of the public the opportunity to get their thoughts across. This will also be anonymous which by doing this will hopefully make more persons participate in the survey.  


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
[bookmark: _Hlk127555892]At this moment in time I do not see any ethical problems that might arise. If any ethical issues arise I will deal with them accordingly and appropriately. 
Whilst carrying out the survey I will be protecting the individual’s identity by not requesting this information. The survey will consist of the area within they are residing within and I will use this to compare. 


	TIME SCALE:
[bookmark: _Hlk127555899]This will be a continuous stage throughout my investigation and this will be completed once my final submission has been completed.
[bookmark: _Hlk128338503]The surveys will be conducted between June 2023 and August 2023. This is when the research methodology and planning will finish and when I start to analyse the results of my findings.  

	REFERENCE LIST:
College of Policing (2023) Modernising Neighbourhood policing
Available at: Neighbourhood policing | College of Policing
(Accessed: 9th February 2023)

Colover, S (2020) Neighbourhood policing: impact and implementation
Available at: 2020-04-14-Neighbourhood_policing_impact_and_implementation.2018.pdf (prohic.nl)
(Accessed: 26th February 2023)

Community relations service (2016) Importance of Police-Community Relationships and Resources for further reading
Available at: Importance of Police-Community Relationships and Resources for Further Reading (justice.gov)
(Accessed: 26th February 2023)

HMIC (2008) Metropolitan Police Service, Neighbourhood Policing, Developing Citizen Focus Policing.
Available at: HMIC Inspection Report: Neighbourhood Policing (justiceinspectorates.gov.uk)
(Accessed: 9th February 2023)

M2 Presswire (2005) UK Government: Serving communities, building respect: delivering neighbourhood policing. 
Available at: UK Government: Serving communities, building respect: delivering neighbourhood policing - ProQuest
(Accessed: 18th February 2023)

The Police Foundation (2015) Neighbourhood Policing: Past, present and future
Available at: Police Foundation Neighbourhood Policing Report.qxd (police-foundation.org.uk)
(Accessed: 9th February 2023)

Please follow the Harvard referencing system

(981 words)




                                                                          0		
image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
\ Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE





