Hysbysiad Hawlfraint

Dyma atgoffa staff a myfyrwyr y Brifysgol hwn fod hawlfraint yn gymwys ar y darn hwn
ac ar y gwaith y mae’'n dod ohono. Gwnaed y Copi Digidol hwn yn unol & thelerau
Trwydded yr Asiantaeth Trwyddedu Hawlfraint, sy’n golygu eich bod yn cael:

e Gweld a lawr lwytho copi
e Argraffu copi

Mae’r Copi Digidol hwn ac unrhyw gopi digidol neu argraffedig a roddir ichi neu a
wnaed gennych yn 4l telerau’r Drwydded hon i'w ddefnyddio yng nghyd-destun vy
modiwl hwn neu’r cwrs astudio hwn. Cewch gadw'r copiau hyn ar ddiwedd y cwrs, ond
dim ond at eich defnydd eich hun.

Rhaid i bob copi (gan gynnwys copiau electronig) gynnwys yr Hysbysiad Hawilfraint
hwn a rhaid iddynt gael eu dinistrio neu eu dileu os bydd y Brifysgol yn gofyn ichi
wneud hynny.

Ac eithrio’r hyn sy’'n dderbyniol yn 8l darpariaethau cyfraith hawlfraint, ni cheir copio,
cadw na dosbarthu (gan gynnwys dosbarthu drwy e-bost) heb ganiatad y sawl sy’n dal
yr hawlfraint.

Mae gan yr awdur (ymadrodd sy’n cynnwys arlunydd a’r sawl sy'n creu gweithiau
gweledol eraill) hawliau moesol ar y gwaith ac ni chaiff staff na myfyrwyr achosi na
chaniatau i'r gwaith gael ei anffurfio, ei lurgunio na'i addasu fel arall, na’i drin mewn
unrhyw fodd difriol arall, a fyddai'n gwneud cam ag anrhydedd neu enw da’r awdur.

Teitl y darn: And they lived happily ever after? Medieval Queenship and marriage
in Scotland, 1424-1449

Enw'r Awdur: Downie, F..

Teitl/Awdur/Argraffiad y llyfr (os yw’'n berthnasol): Gendering Scottish History: An
International Approach. Brotherstone, T., Simonton, D. and Walsh, O. (gol.)

Enw Crewr Gwaith Gweledol neu

gydnabyddiaeth arall (os yw'n berthnasol):

Manylion cyfnodolyn -
teitl/Cyfrol/Blwyddyn (os yw'n berthnasol):

Cyhoeddwr: Cruithne Press
Tudalennau a sganiwyd: 129 - 141

Cwrs Astudio (Enw a rhif y modiwl): Hanes y Ferch yn yr Oesoedd Canol:
ffynonellau o'r rhanbarthau CYCS7005C

Enw'r sawl a awdurdododd :
ysganio: . . Has Dyddiad y rhoddwyd awdurdod: 03.03.17.

Moodle/Pewerpoint




PART TWO

And they lived happily ever after?
Medieval queenship and marriage
in Scotland, 1424-1449

Fiona Downie

Most medieval kings were trained from birth to rule. The queens of
fifteenth-century Scotland, however, were not born to be queens. They
were made into queens later in life and crowned following marriage to a
king. The source of a queen’s power was therefore her marriage, which
also played an important role in defining the scope of her role as a queen.
In the cases of Joan Beaufort (d. 1445) and Mary of Guelders (d. 1463),
queens of James I and James II respectively, their marriages - like other
royal marriages in the fifteenth century - were arranged to meet the po-
litical, economic, and social goals of the families of the bride and groom.1
As foreign brides, their marriages symbolised the creation of treaties of
political and economic alliance and, in the case of Joan Beaufort, the
achievement of peace and unity between warring kingdoms. It is quite
clear, however, that while an international royal marriage could symbol-
ise peace, it could not actually end a war and that, even in the case of a
political or economic alliance between friendly kingdoms, a marriage
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could not ensure the continued success of that alliance. Despite the ap-
parent inability of foreign marriages to guarantee peace and friendship,
medieval royal governments continued to emphasise their potential to do
so, and invested a great deal of effort in establishing marriage alliances.
The continuing interest in what appears to be an unsuccessful policy
suggests that such alliances held other, less obvious, benefits. It could be
argued that the real purpose of a marriage alliance was to create com-
munication networks based on family ties which would continue to op-
erate regardless of the success or otherwise of the political or economic
alliance it represented.

The marriage of James I and Joan Beaufort in 1424 illustrates the role of
marriage within a political alliance and the broader aim of creating a
family network. The marriage was arranged as part of English plans to
release James, captured in 1406, in order to win Scotland away from her
alliance with France, secure an Anglo-Scottish truce, and raise money to
continue fighting the Hundred Years’ War.2 The Scottish king’s release
was secured in exchange for a truce and a £40,000 ransom, but the plans
contained a major flaw. As a prisoner, James had been forced to accept
unfavourable terms, but as a free man, he could not be forced to uphold
these terms: the agreements depended upon James’ co-operation, and if
he chose to stop paying the ransom and to renege on the English alliance
by renewing the French alliance there was no way to stop him. The
English council hoped it could rely on James’ goodwill following his re-
lease, a goodwill that had been carefully nurtured during his long years
of captivity. His inclusion in court life while in England did not arise
from simple generosity: it was hoped that James would feel at home in
the English court and establish relationships with the royal family and
nobility, perhaps through marriage, that could be of use in the future. But
all of this depended .on James’ goodwill. An English wife, on the other
hand, would create a link between the two kingdoms even if James man-
aged to forget his other friends in the south. With these thoughts in mind,
the English council raised the possibility of marriage in 1423, at the same
time as discussing the issues of a truce and James’ release. The role of the
marriage within the overall truce is made quite clear in the instructions
issued to the English ambassadors in July 1423 which state that “pro
majori Amicitia nutrienda et conservanda” between the two allies, the
Scottish king might wish to marry a “Nobilem Mulierem Regni
Angliae” 3

The bride chosen for James was Joan Beaufort, a cousin of the English
king and niece of a key figure on the English council, Henry Beaufort,
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bishop of Winchester and later cardinal of St Eusebius. Joan’s marriage
was celebrated by the bishop in his church of St Mary Overy in February
1424. After the celebrations, James and his bride set out for Scotland,
stopping at Durham to seal a seven-year truce between England and
Scotland; James was then once again a free man. James’ marriage was
therefore secondary to the immediate requirements of English foreign
policy and was designed to counteract the effects of his release in the
long-term 'by establishing communication networks between the two
kingdoms which would operate via his wife if James reneged. The
English council later used these personal ties to open negotiations with
James. Joan Beaufort’s uncle, Thomas, duke of Exeter, was sent on an
embassy to Scotland in 1426; Cardinal Beaufort had private talks with
James in 1429; and Joan's brother Edmund, count of Mortain, was
despatched to Scotland in 1433.4

The marriages of six of James’ seven children followed a similar pat-
tern.5 The French king, Charles VII, sent an embassy to Scotland in 1428
to request Scottish military assistance in exchange for the marriage of the
dauphin to James’ daughter, Margaret, a marriage which finally took
place in 1436.6 The French marriage alliance brought Scotland into con-
tact with other powers in the French sphere of influence, a political
change in alliance which coincided with a dynastic accident. James had
five other daughters to marry, who as sisters-in-law of the dauphin were
now more valuable on the marriage market than they had been simply as
daughters of James I of Scotland. Their new status raised the possibility
of establishing an alliance with France through a marriage alliance with
Scotland, as the duke of Brittany recognised in his attempts to secure a
Scottish marriage for his son. The first Breton proposal of 1437 was re-
jected by the Scots, but the second offer of 1441 was accepted and
resulted in the marriage of Isabella Stewart and Duke Francis I of Brittany
in 1442.7 These two marriages were followed by intense diplomacy lead-
ing to the departure of the remaining four unmarried Stewart princesses
for the continent in 1444-45, beginning with the marriage of Mary
Stewart to a Burgundian noble, Wolfaert van Borselen, son of the lord of
Veere, in 1444. Circumstantial evidence suggests that the duke of Bur-
gundy was involved in the arrangements for Mary’s marriage, and both
he and the French king approved of and supported the betrothal in
December of the same year of Ma:g/s sister Annabella to Louis, count of
Geneva, son of the duke of Savoy.8 Annabella left Scotland for Savoy in
the summer of 1445 and was soon followed by her sisters Eleanor and
Johanna who travelled to the French court where Charles VII negotiated
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Eleanor’s marriage to Archduke Sigismund of Austria-Tirol in 1448.9 The
negotiations for the Austrian marriage coincided with James II's search,
conducted with the assistance of both Charles VII and the duke of Bur-
gundy, for a suitable bride.1® Although James claimed to be seeking
either a French or Burgundian wife, the surviving evidence makes it clear
that he preferred the latter, perhaps to widen his alliances or to protect
Scottish trading interests in the Low Countries, and he married Mary of
Guelders, great-niece of the duke of Burgundy, in 1449. The only one of
James I's children not to be included in this network of alliances was
Johanna, who had accompanied Eleanor to France in 1445, She remained
in France before returning to Scotland in 1458 to marry James Douglas,
ear]l of Morton, after failing to secure a foreign match, perhaps because
she is reported to have been deaf and dumb. -

_ Several patterns emerge from this series of marriage alliances. In the
first pl.ace, these marriages were part of a network of European alliances
revc_)l.vmg around France and Burgundy. The complexities of European
politics in this period, and the growth in power of the French king and of
the duke of Burgundy, encouraged lesser rulers to maintain links with
both men and provided them both with the opportunity to negotiate
marriages that would secure those links.!! The Stewarts, following Mar-
garet’s marriage, were known and available, and could be offered in mar-
riage to advance French and Burgundian interests. The ability of Charles
viI apd the duke of Burgundy to use the Stewart marriages in this way
was increased by the murder of James I and by the changes in domestic
pc?htlcs during the minority of James II. There was no difficult father who
might make awkward demands or delay his child’s marriage, as, in the
case.of Margaret’s marriage, James I had done for eight years while he
continued negotiations with England - negotiations which twice
included the discussion of an Anglo-Scottish royal marriage.

'I'l.le second pattern is the creation of a complex and active network of
family relationships. Annabella’s betrothal, for example, was supported
by the French king, her brother-in-law the dauphin, and the duke of Bur-
gundy. Another brother-in-law, the duke of Brittany, was included in the
marriage contract, and Annabella stayed in the household of her Veere
in-laws en route to her new home in Savoy in 1445.12 Eleanor was invited
t9 France by the duchess of Burgundy at the instigation of Eleanor’s
sister, Margaret, and the arrangements for her marriage required the
agreement of James II, the duke of Brittany, and the duke of Savoy before
the ceremony took place in the presence of the king and queen of
France.13 The treaty of alliance accompanying the marriage of James II
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and of Guelders incorporated Scotland, Burgundy, Guelders, and
Brittany.14 The duke of Brittany’s involvement in the marriages is partly
explained by the fact that he was married to the second eldest princess
and became, with his wife, James’ heir after Margaret's death in 1445. But
this does not explain his part in Annabella’s betrothal in December 1444,
nor does it account for the interest of other Stewart in-laws in the other
marriages.15 The involvement of the in-laws in the Stewart marriages is
indicative of the way in which these marriages, regardless of their initial
diplomatic purpose, created one family which continued to take an inter-
est in its members in the long term. Even in the case of Mary Stewart’s
marriage to Wolfaert van Borselen, for which there is little surviving
evidence, there were long-term family relationships at work. Annabella
lived in the Veere household in 1445, and Mary’s father-in-law was pres-
ent at James II's marriage to Mary of Guelders in 1449. At the other
extreme, the excellent collection of letters to Eleanor Stewart - it includes
letters from her sister Isabella and Isabella’s daughter, from her half-
brother, James Stewart, earl of Buchan, and from her nephew, James III -
provides detailed evidence of the operation of the Stewart family
network.16
The third pattern to note is that in creating this family network, it was
the women who left one family to join another. At the same time, for the
network to function effectively, these women had to maintain links with
their own family, which in turn prevented them from losing their out-
sider status in their new family. A royal bride was thus a liminal figure,
partially included in two families and mediating between them. This
liminal status meant that the wife did not represent too much of a threat
to her new family’s homogeneity, and ensured that her own family did
not lose any honour and could even derive some benefit from her new
role. This split identity of foreign wives is highlighted in their titles. In a
letter expressing her consent to her daughter's marriage, Isabella Stewart
calls herself “Ysabeau fille de Roy descoce duchesse de bretaigne”, a de-
scription also used by her Breton subjects in a debate on the same mat-
ter.17 She is referred to simply as “ysabeau descosse” by Charles VIL18
James 1I referred to his wife as “domicella Marie de Gelris”, while the
duke of Burgundy called her his “nepte marye de gheldres Royne
descosse”.19 The Auchinleck Chronicle described Mary as the “Queen of
Scotland, the Duke of gillerlandis dochter”.20 This recognition of multiple
ties is also shown in pictures of foreign brides, in which they display
either their family arms alone or in combination with those of their hus-
bands’ families. Several pictures in a book of hours belonging to Isabella
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Stewart incorporate the Scottish and B
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her signature at the bottom of almost half of the pictures, presumably
those of the saints she found most comforting.26 Books of hours could
also provide more specific advice for young brides, as is shown by the
prayer for young girls found in another book of hours owned by
Isabella.Z The prayer advises girls to think always of God and their
souls, and to always be aware of their thoughts, words, and deeds - ad-
vice of considerable importance in the very public world of the court. As
women were the focus of gossip and suspicion, it was essential that they
gave at least the appearance of living a virtuous life and did not do any-
thing that might give rise to rumour and speculation.

The same moral instruction is the basis of Christine de Pizan's The
Treasure of the City of Ladies, written in 1405 for Margaret of Burgundy on
the occasion of her marriage to the dauphin.28 The first chapter tells
““great queens, ladies, and princesses” that their first duty is “to love and
fear God”. It is followed by six chapters explaining how this love and fear
will help these women to avoid temptations and to live a virtuous life.
Christine then proceeds to explain the duties and qualities required of a
princess, beginning with chapter eight, entitled “How the good and wise
princess will make every effort to restore peace between the prince and
the barons if there is any discord.” Other advice includes how the good
princess should deal with her husband and children, how she should
control her court and finances, and how to perform acts of charity and
extend largesse. Perhaps the most important chapters are those in which
she explains how the good princess should conduct herself towards her
husband’s family and friends; how she should win and maintain the
goodwill of her subjects; and “how to maintain a discreet manner to-
wards those who do not like her and are envious of her.” The princess
was not only to act as a focus of communication between families and
courts, she had also to facilitate communication within the court itself.
Christine’s interpretation of the duties of a princess were based on her
own experiences of the French court, experiences which made her fully

aware of the problems facing Margaret of Burgundy in her new home
and of the kind of strategies needed to manage her potentially conflicting
loyalties and responsibilities. Margaret's father, John the Fearless, who
had a vested interest in ensuring that his daughter was able to manage
her dual loyalties to Burgundian advantage, approved of the advice and
generously rewarded Christine de Pizan following her presentation of
the book. His patronage ensured that the work achieved a wider popu-
larity, as shown by the copies in the libraries of the Cleves and Bourbons,

in addition to the many surviving paper manuscripts. 2
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For most royal and noble women, however, training for thei
rt’>le was most likely to take the form of a kind of apprinticesﬂllz?;. m
II's queen, Mary of Guelders, was effectively apprenticed to Isabel of
l?ortugal, duchess of Burgundy, one of the most powerful women of the
fifteenth century. The duke of Burgundy had no daughters of his own
and arranged the marriages of his sisters’ children, including Mary, to
Burgundian advantage.30 This policy was assisted by the practice’ of
having the eligible brides live in the duchess’s household as illustrated b
the constant presence of the “damoiselles destampes de bourbon et dz
guelres” in the household accounts between 1446 and 144931 This
practice meant .that the young women learned about court, est;blished
;elahonsl:;h;:s with Peop}lsczf tli:nportance, and were able to see at close
uarters the ways in w
ko y: e duchess of Burgundy managed her re-
The Burgundian expectation that women would i i
role, and the varied activities of individual duchesspgyn;a:azint‘l’\:tptlll:;lsl:
z;)eurfg women were learning from experts. Isabel of Portugal, duchess at
* time of Mary of Guelders’ residence at the Burgundian court, was an
active and successful diplomat and negotiated on matters such’as mar-
Tlages, treaties, ransoms, and trade.32 She was nominated by her husband
to de_al with the English king in diplomatic negotiations on a number of
occasions, partly because of her skills, and partly because she was cousin
to Henry.VI and had visited the English court, These links were behind
her nomination to act as mediator, with Cardinal Beaufort, between
England and France at Calais in 143933 She and the cardinal wese oo
choose d.ates for talks, decide how many people could attend these talks
and preside over them. Negotiations took place in the duchess’s tent. Shé
Wwas present, along with her niece, the Princess of Navarre and ten other
ladles_. The duchess was therefore closely involved in all 'stages of what
has tradltlonally.been seen as male-dominated high politics and was also
concemed'to train other women to work successfully in this sphere. The
duchess did not confine herself to the formal world of high polit’ics' but
a.lso adopted other, less formal, methods of communication and média-

France, Savoy, Milan, Castile England, and th i

. , /s y 7] " e Empire. P erha
lmport.antly-, in her.' two months at the French court{9 Isabel mtgzﬁ?hzr;
close ties with Marie of Anjou, queen of France, and Margaret Stewart.34
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These informal ties could maintain communications between diplomatic
meetings, and perhaps also when diplomatic relations became strained.
They were made even more significant by the fact that her husband, the
duke, never met his nephew, Charles VII, himself. 35 :

Mary of Guelders spent three years in Isabel’s household before her
marriage to James II, learning these skills and meeting many of the
people of importance that Isabel negotiated with and entertained. The ac-
counts of the duke’s household show that he often invited the ladies of
his wife’s household to banquets with the intention of introducing them
to visiting dignitaries and advertising their qualities and skills to poten-
tial suitors. Two such banquets involving Mary and her colleagues were
held for the Scottish ambassadors in August and September 1448.36 At
this point, Mary’s father still seems to have intended marrying her to the
duke of Austria, but the Scots were obviously still trying to promote
James II as a potential husband. The large dower they eventually offered
made the Scottish suit more attractive, but it was also recognition of
Mary’s worth, enhanced by years of training at the Burgundian court.
The variety of skills and experiences acquired by young women in this
kind of apprenticeship formed the basis of future international relation-
ships and justified the expense of keeping them at court for long periods.

The practice of apprenticing a prospective bride at court was most fully
developed in cases in which the couple were betrothed as children. This
meant that the bride could be brought up in the particular court she
would one day run. The experience of Margaret Stewart provides an ex-
ample. At the time of their betrothal in 1428, Margaret was three and
Louis, the French dauphin, was five. The marriage contract specified that
Margaret was to sail to France before February 1430, by which time she
would have been five. The terms of the marriage therefore specified that
the French king was to treat her as his daughter until the marriage could

be formally concluded when the couple had reached the canonical ages
for marriage - that is, twelve for girls and fourteen for boys. The mar-
riage did not take place until 1436, and in the final round of negotiations
the issue of Margaret’s upbringing was again raised. Her father, perhaps
out of a genuine concern for her welfare, asked that, upon her arrival in
France, Margaret be accommodated in her own household with her own
people, but conceded that she might stay with the French king and queen
when they desired it. While he wanted her to have her own people about
her, he recognised that the king and queen would select French gentle-
men and gentlewomen to teach Margaret behaviour fitting to her sta-
tion.37 Charles refused these requests, saying that before her marriage
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:n::;berd:a men 5ould remain with her in France, because, if she were
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than to act. A fifteenth-century queen-consort could not forget that, as
queen, she was primarily a wife. And as a wife she ought to be obedient
to her husband and to ignore her own priorities in favour of those of her

family.
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