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	Level 4 - Generic Marking Criteria



	Cognitive and Intellectual Skills - Level 4

This level introduces students to Higher Education. Students are expected to demonstrate skills and competencies relevant to the assessment requirement; to be articulate in expressing ideas orally; and to be coherent and structured in terms of written or other media. Forms of expression at this level may be descriptive or imitative, but students are expected to demonstrate an increasing understanding of the theoretical background of their study and the analytical competence to explore it, as well as its relationship, where appropriate, to particular skills. 

	Transferable and Practical Skills - Level 4 

Students are expected to demonstrate relevant skills and competencies which are practical and transferable. They are expected to adhere to standard practice in terms of style and presentation and the correct use of sources and referencing. The required assessment needs to be sequenced and structured correctly and the reading undertaken and vocabulary used must address content and be level appropriate.

	Degree Classification
	Marking Criteria



	
	Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
	Transferable and Practical Skills

	
	Exceptionally articulate showing a very high level of conceptual understanding. 
	Exceptional range of sources with faultless presentation, using correct referencing and subject and level appropriate vocabulary.

	First
	Excellently and articulately expressed using relevant media and showing a high level of cognition. Pertinent theories are analysed and related appropriately to the study. Very good academic and intellectual skills with analytical skills being effectively developed.


	Excellent range of sources used and correctly referenced using standard processes. Very well presented and appropriately styled and structured. Very good range of vocabulary utilised and applied at the correct level. Excellent management of learning resources.

	Upper Second (2.1)


	Very good information base; explores and analyses with some originality. Very good academic and intellectual skills. Some analysis undertaken.
	Good management of learning resources with some self-direction. Structured and mainly accurate expression. Good practical and professional skills. Language is very good and subject and level appropriate.

	Lower Second (2.2)


	Good / satisfactory information base that begins to explore and analyse but is still mainly imitative and descriptive. Acceptable academic and intellectual skills 
	Good / satisfactory use of learning resources. Some lack of structure and inaccuracy of expression. Satisfactory practical and professional skills

	Third


	Basic information base; weak evidence of understanding of major issues. Largely descriptive. Some difficulties with academic and intellectual skills
	Basic use of learning resources with no self-direction. Some difficulty with structure and accuracy in expression. Developing practical and professional skills. Needs to develop better structure and appropriate vocabulary.

	Fail


	Limited information base; limited understanding of discipline. Little evidence of academic and intellectual skills

Inadequate information base; lack of understanding of discipline. Wholly descriptive with very weak academic and intellectual skills
	Limited use of learning resources. Difficulty with structure and accuracy of expression. Practical and professional skills are not yet secure 

Inadequate use of learning resources. Major problems with structure and accuracy of expression. Very weak practical and professional skills

	Allocation of grade / mark within each classification:

Top grade: the work meets all the criteria.

Middle grade: the work meets a substantial majority of the criteria.

Bottom grade: the work meets the bare requirements of the criteria.


