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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Jack WILLIAMS 

	STUDENT ID No.: 1922405

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION: An Investigation into how Police disrupt criminal activity on the Road Networks

Continuing from a previous assignment “Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network”, the literature available suggests that a large percentage of persons with criminal convictions commit offences connecting to the road network. This dissertation aims to outline how the Police disrupt criminality on the road networks and how they implement their disruption options available.

The statistics suggest that there are over 30 million vehicles licenced in the UK (Yurday, 2022). These figures outline a 39.6% increase of licenced vehicles in the UK in the last 25 years (Yurday, 2022). Multiple crimes are suggested to be assisted through using the road network Roach (2017) suggests a number of volume crimes will also feature the road network by likes of shoplifters, burglars and criminal offences involving vehicles directly. This means Police forces should be taking steps and implementing tactics and contingencies to target criminal activities on the road network, in order to rehabilitate or bring offenders to justice (Roach, 2017).

This proposed research study will look to critically evaluate and analyse how Police disrupt criminal activity and the potential impact on wider communities if failed to implement. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· To provide a critical evaluation of the literature on how the Police disrupt criminality on the road network. 
· To investigate and critically analyse the options and tactics implemented by the Police in order to disrupt criminality on the road network. 
· To explore the importance of how the Police disrupt criminality on the road network. 

The dissertation will be presented in the follow segments; 

· Introduction
· Literature Review – the literature review will take into consideration the key topics presented in the research aim. Academic books, journal articles and government official websites (e.g. GOV.UK government reports) will be utilised to collect the literature contained within the literature review.
· Research Methodology – the research methodology will discuss the proposed data collection process and the research techniques. 
· Findings and Discussions – the findings and discussion will discuss the analysis from the findings. 
· Conclusion – the conclusion will answer the aim and objectives providing suggestions of future research studies.  


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

As per above, the literature review will take into consideration the key topics presented in the research aim. Utilising academic books, journal articles and government official websites (e.g. GOV.UK government reports) to collect the literature that will be used within the literature review.

To better understand the current state of existing research, Scopus (2022) a world known abstract and citation database of peer-reviewed research literature with more than 22,000 abstracts and databases with over 5,000 international publishers. Scopus (2022) has been utilised to identify more than 941 sources when searching “law” (which policing falls under) and selecting the relevant filters that suit the research title (aim and objectives). Although the number of sources is adequate for the purpose of this research study (dissertation), this figure clearly shows a gap in the current limited research that is available.

As above there is a large array of research that outlines the possible link between criminal activity and the road network.

Examples of key literature below; 

A journal article written by Roach (2017) titled “Self-selection Policing and the Disqualified Driver”, this journal article discusses research and evidence surrounding those who are responsible for the lower levels of crime are at greater likelihood to commit higher levels of crime. The journal article provides examples surrounding disqualified drivers on the roads and how a pro-active policing approach to roads, can minimize/disrupt activities carried out by organised crime groups.

Another, journal article that will be utilised is Agnew (2020) “Crime highways: The effect of motorway expansion on burglary rates”, the journal article looks into the direct link between burglars and their use of the road network (e.g. Dual Carriage Ways and Motorways – link roads). “Burglars can exploit a high‐quality road network to transport stolen goods quickly” – Agnew, 2020).



However, the research does not evidence a direct link between criminality and its disruption through use of experts within the field and appears heavily based on hypothesis/assumption. The hypotheses outlined by Roach (2017) appears to be one based on limited available research methods, although, the journal article holds valid points throughout. 

Expertise within the subject matter such as traffic enforcement (colleague based and personal where appropriate). Discussing the utilisation of Policing tools and techniques (e.g. the implementation and use of ANPR system) and considering Road Policing strategies through general and intelligence led policing. 

A gap is simply the limited amount of literature available. At present there is specifically limited literature surrounding intelligence led policing with reference to the road network. This would be more in regards to specific links and considerations of uses of intelligence based on information that has been assessed to form intelligence in order to disrupt criminality. Numerous research outlines the possible link between criminal activity and the road network,  for example as stipulated by Roach being specifically disqualified drivers, however none truly evidence a direct link between criminality and its disruption through use of experts in the field and appear merely based hypothesis/assumption. The hypotheses outlined by Roach appears to be one based on limited available research methods but holds valid points throughout. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The below list of research methods are being proposed to be utilised within the Research Methodology segment of this dissertation;

· Research Philosophy – this is the most important aspect of the any research. Research philosophy will consider the nature of the knowledge that is being presented; 
· The Research Onion (Saunders et al, 2009) will be utilised within the research methodology to identify the three main research assumptions (Axiology, Epistemology and Ontology). The Research Onion takes into consideration the researcher’s personal influence on the research methods proposed. 
· Qualitative and Quantitate Data – a mixture of qualitative and quantitative data will be utilised within the Research Methodology and the Findings and Discussions segment of this dissertation. 
· Data Collection;
· Qualitative approach will be used to utilise virtual face-to-face semi-structure interviews via Microsoft Teams to obtain the primary data. Semi-structured interviews will be used to gather valid and raw data.  
· Data Analysis;
· Thematic analysis will be utilised to conduct the data analysis of the qualitative data collected from the virtual face-to-face semi-structure interviews, as this form of analysis is the most appropriate form of analysis when qualitative research has been carried out (Thorne, 2000). 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Sample Size:

The sample size that will be used for the research collection will include 10 employees currently working within South Wales Police Force, 5 roads policing unit employees and 5 divisional response employees. The evaluation criteria that will be used for selecting the correct participants for this research study will be; the interviewee needs to have worked within South Wales Police Force for at least 5 years or longer and has to have worked for the roads policing unit/divisional response for a minimum of three years. 

Sample Technique: 

The technique of sampling that will be utilised within this research study will be purposive sampling due to the small sample size of 10 participants (Saunders et al, 2016; Neuman, 2005).  


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Ethical Reasoning:

When conducting any form of research it is important to consider ethical principles (Batchelor and Briggs, 1994; Orb et al., 2001; McNeill and Chapman, 2005). Bryman and Bell’s (2007; 2015) suggest there are 10 important ethical principles that need to be considered when developing research that involves participants. These principles will be continually considered throughout the research study. Any data collected for the research study will be used fairly and responsibly ensuring the participants involved will remain anonymous and any personal information processed will treated official confidential, as per GDPR 2018.


	TIME SCALE:
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