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Professional Skills – Why you have chosen construction?
Assignment - Part 1
Introduction
The construction industry is a very lucrative career choice due to its ever-growing demand and endless opportunities. There is a variety of different job roles, from skilled tradesmen to quantity surveyors. Routes into the industry vary such as apprenticeships or university courses. In times when job security can be a concern, this industry provides a reassuring foundation to build a long rewarding career. The industry offers competitive salaries and great career progression.
Having worked in the construction industry in previous employment, it’s a career path I’ve always been interested in since leaving school. Family members have made successful careers in the industry, inspiring me that this is a suitable and secure career choice. In this report I will investigate the main factors that make a career in this industry appealing, and what motivates my interests in this inspiring sector.

My Route into the Industry
My journey into the construction industry began in school, taking design and technology as one of my A Level subjects. This sparked my interest in designing and creating projects, whilst allowing me hands-on experience using various tools in the workshop.
Upon completing my A Levels, I worked on construction sites labouring where I experienced manual work and learnt how different trades collaborated to complete projects.
After a year I decided to pursue a career in the industry and applied to further my education at Cardiff Metropolitan University studying a course in Architectural Design and Technology. My understanding of how buildings were constructed grew and my computer-aided design skills increased significantly using the software Revit throughout completing my HNC in this field.
I was intrigued to find a local structural steel company advertising a role for an apprentice quantity surveyor. As I researched into this career, I found that there was more demand for this job, and the potential salary was more appealing. ‘In 2018, there were 55,000 chartered surveyors in the UK, a fall from its 2011 peak of 63,000.’ (RICS Recruit, 2021), this statistic from an article by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors shows the number of chartered quantity surveyors has decreased therefore it’s a job in high demand. According to (Glassdoor, 2023) the national average salary for an architectural technician is £38,333 in the United Kingdom, whereas the national average salary for a quantity surveyor is £50,187 per year. The opportunity to earn money whilst completing a university qualification, and to gain real-life experience was a very attractive opportunity that I simply could not turn down. Following a successful interview, I started with Shufflebottom in July 2023.

Passion for Building and Creating
Construction is an ideal industry to work in if you have a genuine passion for building and creating new structures. Having the motivation to make a positive impact can be had in this sector, whether that’s by working on constructing someone’s forever family home, or a new hospital to provide people with much-needed medical attention. This can fill you with a sense of purpose and satisfaction. This is an industry where you can make a real difference. A passion to continuously keep learning and to improve can be beneficial as the industry develops.

Impact on the Environment 
The construction industry has a significant impact on the environment. By working in the industry, you can play your part in reducing this. It is believed that ‘the construction sector contributes to 23% of air pollution, 50% of climatic change, 40% of drinking water pollution and 50% of landfill wastes’ (Woodhart Group, 2022). Careers such as environmental advisers work on construction projects to ensure they comply with environmental regulations and keep waste and pollution to a minimum. Being able to diversify and change methods of construction to reduce climate change is another appealing factor of the construction industry.

Dynamic and Diverse Career Opportunities
A career in construction can lead to countless opportunities to progress your career. Entering the industry as an apprentice and being able to work your way up through a company to the very top, allows you to learn right from the start and gain invaluable experiences. The opportunity to work on projects across the country, and even overseas. The industry’s diverse career paths offer routes that can lead to leadership and management roles.

Innovation and Technological Advancements
Construction is one of the fastest-moving industries in innovation and technological advancements. The impact of technology can increase the accuracy and precision of designs, increase the speed of projects, and increase safety for workers. The use of CAD and BIM software is ever-growing and is playing a pivotal role in designing structures. The use of drones has significantly increased in the industry, as shown in an article by Yuri Kotula about technology in construction “The industry experiences a 239% growth in drone use annually.” (Kotula, 2023). Choosing a career in construction allows you to play a part in developing and revolutionizing methods of construction and the use of modern materials in this fascinating sector. 

Team Collaboration and Problem Solving
Working as part of a team is almost certain in every aspect of this industry. Teamwork is a vital part of construction, and the success of nearly all projects relies heavily on this. Being able to collaborate with other professionals is a major factor in guaranteeing the smooth running of projects. Communication skills are key, listening to others’ solutions and implementing yours help in solving work-related problems. Being able to collaborate effectively with other trades creates a positive work environment.

Quantity Surveying
I specifically have decided to pursue a career as a quantity surveyor due to a blend of my natural analytical skills, and a keen passion for the construction industry. The variety of work interests me. The role’s demand for managing costs and problem-solving is a challenge that I’ll relish. This career path offers me the opportunity to develop my career and earn a respectable salary. Job stability and demand is the main factor in my decision, as I’m sure I can build a long rewarding career. Becoming a quantity surveyor allows me to contribute my strengths and ideas to the industry and hopefully, I can make meaningful contributions to construction.

Summary
In conclusion, my decision to work in the construction industry reflects my motivations, personal values and a passion for building and creating. The opportunity to make a real difference to the environment and contribute to society and diverse career paths align perfectly with my aspirations. As I start my journey in the industry, I look forward to the challenges, opportunities to develop, and the satisfaction that comes from impacting the built environment around us. I am certain that this decision is a solid foundation to build a successful career in the construction industry.
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