Extract from an article ‘Yr Haul’ January 1869 (Translated)
……Gorslas, Llanarthney

The above name refers to the district in which includes parts of the following parishes - Llanarthney, Llandybie, Llanfihangel, Llannon and Llanedi.

About three years ago the good and hard working vicars of Llanarthney and Llandybie, assisted by the landowners and gentlemen of the area, had a beautiful church built big enough to meet the religious and educational needs of a neighbourhood, whose population is increasing rapidly due to the excellent mineral and trading prospects of the area, which it is deemed will in time compete with the popular industrial areas of Glamorgan.

Sermons are delivered every Sunday to an increasing number of faithful congregation. Amongst them there are 50 communicants with this number constantly increasing.

Until a school is built in the near future, the church, which is yet to be consecrated, is used as a school room. A Sunday School and daily school are both effective and popular are held here.

On Tuesday, the second of the present month, Rev S. Pryce, Inspector of Her Majesty’s National Schools, paid his annual visit. After a hard and thorough examination and yet fair and impartial, he presented his report and wrote on the parchment of Mr. Williams, our excellent schoolmaster –‘There is a decided improvement in the order, discipline and intellectual condition of the school.’ 

This was great praise for Mr Williams and satisfaction for the managers and friends of the school. Amongst those who were present were Dr and Mrs Norton, the Misses Prothero and Vicars of the parishes. Ninety children were presented and a corresponding grant will be expected.

The following Friday the children of the two schools gathered together. About 160 children enjoyed a feast of tea and bara brith in recognition of their hard work during the year. After enjoying their tea and singing the Grace the children walked around the neighbourhood. The children were led by the Curate, Rev. Thomas Davies, and the teachers and friends of both schools. They stopped here and there to sing until the whole neighbourhood resounded to a ‘thousand sweet voices’.

No effort was spared in order to emphasise to the children the importance of working hard in school in the future. They returned to the church and the children were addressed briefly in a purposeful way. Before dispersing the children showed their appreciation by cheering and applauding. 

We would like to publicly thank the Misses Prothero from Cwmcoch who visit the school to supervise the needlework and have contributed towards the cost of the tea and other expenses relating to the school, to Mrs Harries the shop for her efforts in preparing and serving tea to the children which proved to be ‘very tasty and just what the children like’, and lastly to all the friends, ladies and gentlemen who gave up a day for the sake of the children who are our future generation.
The doors of the National School were open from 1867 to 1876 and the logbook for this school gives an insight into the life of children living in Gorslas and the surrounding villages during that time.

The school relied heavily on the generosity of local clergy and patrons to top up the grant received from the National Society and difficulties arose when Board Schools opened in the neighbouring villages, the first of which was Llannon, followed by one at Maesybont. 

The last entry in the logbook of the National School was in December 1875, before the building was enlarged and consecrated in 1879 as St Lleian’s Church.

Several prominent people were concerned about the provision of education in the area as Rev William Harris, vicar of Llanarthney, makes clear in his letters to the National Society in 1875.

To the Secretary of the National School

Sir.

I have been requested by the Committee of the Gorslas School Chapel to send you, as the Secretary of the National School Society, the enclosed Circulation. Although the Circular speaks for itself, yet; I consider if necessary as the Vicar of the Parish, in which the building is situated, to make a few additional remarks.

The Parish comprises of 10,994 acres of land with a population of 2,077. The Parish Church is situated on the very confines of the Northern boundary, and is the only place of worship in connection with the Establishment in this extensive track of country.

When we reflect that there is no school or Church in the neighbourhood, it is no wonder that the inhabitants are lying in a state of complete ignorance with respect to the great truths of salvation. In a word, vice and ignorance have prevailed there, and so still prevail to a lamentable degree, one natural result of which was, doubtless, the Rebeccaism of former years. It was there that Rebeccaism flourished principally.

In order to arrest, if possible, the current of moral degradation and spiritual darkness, which has been, and is still spreading its pernicious influence over the neighbourhood, a School Chapel is now being erected, i.e. a building to be used for a schoolroom in the week and for divine service on Sundays. It is so situated as to embrace positions of the adjoining parishes specified in the Circular. 

I can safely assert that there is not a district in the Diocese of St David’s where a Church and a School are more required. I may also add that the population is likely to increase very rapidly as new collieries will be most probably established in order to supply the two new railways that are now being made. The terminus of one of them will be within a few hundred yards of the School Chapel.

The subscriptions already received fall far short of the amount necessary for the completion of the building. I therefore sincerely hope that the Committee of the National Society will be pleased to make a grant.

I have the honour to be Sir,

Your obedient servant

Rev. William Harris

Vicar of Llanarthney

Carmarthen

To the Secretary of the National Society

Revd. Sir.

May I ask the favour of you to submit the following statement to the consideration of the Committee of the National Society.

There was no provision whatever made for the education of the children of the poor, nor any religious services, in connection with the Church of England provided for the inhabitants of the southern part of the parish of Llanarthney until 1866.

In order to supply the above deficiencies, I and my co-trustees got a school-church erected, at Gorslâs, which is used, during the week, for school purposes, and on Sundays, for Divine worship; and in which three full services are performed each Sunday.

Hitherto the School has been maintained by voluntary contributions, but I regret to state that we shall not be able to carry it on any longer in consequence of a School Board having been formed for the District within the last few weeks. The present subscribers will withdraw their support, assigning as a reason their inability to pay the rate and also face contributions.

The vice-chairman of the School board is anxious that we should transfer the school to the Board, but we have declined to do so, as it would not be conducted according to the principles of the Church of England. 

As the educational requirements of the District must be supplied, in future, by the School Board, our school room will not be required any longer for educational purposes. Such being the case, we sincerely hope that the Committee of the National Society will sanction the conversion of the said school-chapel into a church.

The enclosed circular will show them that we are now engaged in collecting funds for the erection of a new church at Gorslas. It will also, I hope, convince them of the necessity of having a church built there, and a District formed as soon as possible.

Trusting that the Committee will accede to our wishes.

I have the honour to be Revd. Sir,

Your humble servant

Rev William Harris

Vicar of Llanarthney

15th February 1875

Gorslas School log books – The early years

	1867

	Jan 7
	Gorslas National School opened for the first time. 31 children attended.

	Jan 15
	The school was very industrious.

	Jan 18
	Children very orderly in school.

	Jan 23
	Thomas Evans punished for “mitching”. (8 more children admitted in January).

	Feb 4/5
	Admitted another 16 children.

	Feb 6
	The first and second class kept in till 6 o clock to learn their homework.

	Feb 7
	Two boys punished severely for not doing what they are told.

	Feb 11
	Mr Harries (Vicar of Llanarthney) visited the school.

	Feb 12
	Mr Evans (Vicar of Llandybie) visited the school.

	Feb 15
	Miss Protheroe, her sister and another lady whose name I do not know visited the school.

	March 3
	3 children admitted.

	March 22
	The children either through their own laziness or not being allowed by their parents have a very bad habit of not learning the verses at home, which are given them as part of their homework. Today they were kept in school until they had learnt the portion of scripture given to them.

	March 26
	The sewing mistress came to school punctually at 2 o clock. Today she first made her appearance at the Gorslas National School.

	April 1
	David Rees who resides at Porthyrhyd and is a scholar in the Llanddarog National School came to this school to teach as a candidate until the pupil teachers examinations.

	April 3
	In the afternoon Miss Lloyd, Blinah (Blaenau) accompanied by her sister visited the school.

	April 16
	The sewing mistress punctual as usual. She had trouble with some of the little girls. One of them who was sewing with her left hand refused to use her right hand after being told to do so by sewing mistress. I was then informed by the mistress of the little girl’s conduct. After having called the little girl away from class I spoke to her about her conduct and impressed upon her the necessity of using her right hand. She then consented to use her right hand.        

	May 3
	The Diocesan Inspector visited and examined the school. He was accompanied by another man of whose name I was ignorant.

	May 13
	Number of children in school is now 55

	Sept 7
	William Williams certificated Master in the 3rd class 1st division aged 24
came into residence.

	Sept 10  
	The children are extremely backward in every subject particularly in Scripture.

	Sept 11
	The children of the first and second classes are so ignorant of the most simple facts in Scripture History as not to know the name of the first man.

	Sept 26  
	The children do not understand any English consequently I found very great difficulty in imparting instruction to them.

	Sept 30  
	All the children had to say the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed for ten minutes before going out in the morning.

	Oct 29  
	Very few children in attendance owing to it being very wet, children living at a distance are unable to attend - some live two to three miles away.

	1868
	

	Jan 13  
	Visited  and examined three classes. I found them to be satisfactory considering the short time the school has been open

	Jan 15  
	William Davies, a boy from Llandybie came here today to teach. He is a candidate for admission as a pupil teacher 

	March 27
	The following is the summary of HM Inspector’s Report on this school 

Gorslas National School:

	
	The school is held in a comparatively new Village Church and as Divine Services are held therein on Sundays and at other times the present position of the seats is not well adapted for teaching purposes. 

It is to be hoped that the present arrangement is only temporary and that the new clergymen in this increasing and popular mining district will build proper school rooms. The number of children present on the day of inspection was large and discipline and efficiency taking everything into consideration were tolerably fair. The school however is in its infancy. The ignorance of the children in religious subjects was very great, not one child in the third class whose average age was about 9 or 10 could tell me even when asked in Welsh the name of Our Lord’s Mother, neither could the first and second classes answer in English or Welsh the simplest questions in the life of our Lord. 

The present master having only entered upon his duties in September last is not entirely responsible for this, at the same time I cannot hold him blameless, the children should know something about their Bible after four months teaching 

The grant is reduced by one tenth on account of the defective instruction I in Religious Knowledge (Article 52a). A large proportion of the children should be presented above the third standard. My Lords cannot allow the ninth Supplementary Rule to be evaded by making the first class disproportionately small.

My Lords may be unable to pay any grant next year unless the Inspector is able to report that the fittings and furniture of the room are arranged during the weekdays suitably for the purpose of instruction. The present arrangement described by Mr Pryce is objectionable. The enclosed memorandum may be of use in making the requisite changes.

Their Lordships will also hope that some progress has been made in carrying out the intentions of the Managers to provide separate buildings for the school and chapel. 

HM Inspector reports that there are no separate offices for the two sexes. These should be at once provided with separate approaches to each. 

My Lords regard such an arrangement to be absolutely essential and deficiency in this respect next year will be treated with either under the Article 51 or 52 according to the tenor of HM Inspector’s next report.

	Oct 5  
	Many of the children have gone to an Eisteddfod at Pontyberem consequently few in attendance.

	Dec 24
	Children rather unruly today and wanted to break up the school by locking out the master and the pupil teacher but they soon quieted and set to work.

	1869
	

	March 25
	At school: 26 Good Friday; 29 Easter Monday; 30 Back at school.

	
	The sewing mistress attended the school at least twice a week.

	
	The following is the copy of the summary of H.M.Inspector,s report on the Gorslas National School:  

The instruction in this school is progressing on a whole satisfactorily. The order and discipline on the day of inspection were good and the children passed a very fair examination, nearly all of them however were presented in the three lower standards. The desks are now properly arranged for teaching purposes, the quantity however is hardly sufficient for such a large number of children as attend this school. A supply of maps, prints, cards should be obtained; at present the walls are quite bare. The number of children in the first and second classes is very small compared to the lower classes.

My Lords hope that the Managers will at once provide the additional furniture, any apparatus recommended by HM Inspector (Article 52a). With reference to the Instruction he has called their Lordships attention to the small number of children presented above the third standard and to the small number which appear to be in the first and second classes of the school. He found on enquiry that both those classes were sometimes taught together. 

Their Lordships will expect in future that the larger proportion of the children and certainly all those who form practically the highest class shall be presented not lower than the fourth standard

	May 24
	School commenced after holidays .Not many present owing to Llanddarog fair. 

	June 2  
	A boy broke a slate for which he has to pay, by thus causing them to pay for them they are more careful of them. 

	June 21
	The school is decreasing now owing to the hay harvest being about to commence. 1869 Summer holiday – July 16 to August 9

	1870
	

	Jan 18
	The children are in good order today. 

	Feb
	Gorslas National School Inspector’s report:

	
	The attendance at  this school continues very good. More parallel desks and some prints and cards for the Infant class must be provided (see Report 1869) The discipline on the day of inspection was very fair. 

The reading and arithmetic however in the second standard require great attention. The proportion of children presented in the higher standards was small again this year. I was informed that as soon as the children acquire the least proficiency in reading and writing they are taken away to work in the neighbouring mines.

As the Managers have failed to provide the additional desks and benches and apparatus for the Infants which were stated to be requisite last year, My Lords have made a deduction of one tenth from the grant (article 52) .                         W Davies

	April 8   
	Children very busy at home setting the gardens consequently there are  fewer in attendance.

	May 12   
	First Class had to draw an outline of Palestine this morning. 

	June 8     
	Llandybie fair today cause a reduction in the attendance for the whole school. 

	June 28   
	I find that putting the children on the top of the form to hold a book in their 

stretched out hand is a more effective punishment than the cane.

	Sept 16   
	Several children in the Scarlet Fever.

	Sept 27   
	Children dismissed at 4p.m and taken to see Day’s Menagerie, which opened in the neighbourhood. 

	Oct 3      
	A school was opened in Pentwyn. Several children from the neighbourhood left for that school. 

	Oct 4      
	The Scarlet Fever is very bad in Cefneithin. Several deaths have occurred.                            (Six children returned from Pentwyn within three days)

	Oct 31    
	The Scarlet fever is still very bad in the neighbourhood – great many of the 

Children being in it. Many deaths have occurred.

	Nov 22   
	A death or two from the fever occurs every week amongst the children.

	Nov 24   
	W. Morgans the surgeon has ordered several children not to come to school. 

	Dec 20
	The West End window not being completed the room is very cold. 

	

	1871

	Feb 22
	Some of the children live so far from school that it is impossible for them to get to school on time.

	March 17
	I was informed that there has been considerable sickness in the neighbourhood during the past school year. The order and discipline continue fairly good; the efficiency on the whole is fair. The general work in the First Standard was weak, many of the children however had only returned a short time after a long illness. The Arithmetic in the Second and the Arithmetic and Reading in the Third Standard require great attention. The children in the higher Standards should be made to write a larger and bolder hand than at present. The Managers should discourage the practice of counting on the fingers in working Arithmetic Exercises, which at present prevails. A ball frame should be used in the Infants Class. A new blackboard is also urgently required.

	March 9
	Very rainy and stormy today and the scaffolding, which is at the West end was blown about in all directions but fortunately no one was hurt.

	March 13
	Nothing calling for a special remark except that the sewing mistress was absent her cousin having been accidentally killed. Miss Protheroe and Miss                  Julia Norton visited the school.

	March 14
	Sewing mistress came today instead of yesterday.

	March 21
	Many of the older children have left to go to the works.

	April 4
	The weather has been so cold and many of the children being ill the attendance is not as well as could be expected.

	April 7
	Good Friday – No school Divine Service in school at 11.a.m. Many of the                 children attended.

	April 25
	The attendance is very irregular – more than half those children available for school attend. Compulsory attendance should be enforced.

	May 10
	Nearly the whole of the first class have left for the works and consequently                  the present first class is in a very backward state. 

	May 11
	The Pupil Teacher returned this morning since last Thursday evening. He has been at home burying his brother.

	June 5
	Miss Protheroe continues to superintend the sewing. She has commenced a                    clothing club for the girls since which the attendance is improving.

	June 22
	W Davies was one and a half hour late on Monday morning and three quarters of an hour late this morning. I have cautioned him about arriving in time several times.

	June 29
	The children were attentive to their lessons and in good order all this week.

	July 1
	I find some difficulty in maintaining effective discipline on account of some of the parents scrupulousness to their being punished in any way and which the children well know and consequently are very unruly.                                                                                  

	July 12
	The children attend very irregularly and as soon as they are between the ages of 9 and 10 the boys are sent to the works, wages having risen considerably that boys of 12 to 15 get 15 to 20 shillings weekly.

	July 19 
	Broke up the school for three weeks holiday during the hay harvest being more suitable than during corn harvest, of which there is but little in this immediate neighbourhood.

	Aug 16
	The children have learnt one new tune this week – ‘Good night good night                we are going to part’.

	Aug 23
	The children have learnt to sing ‘Hen Wlad fy Nhadau’ in the Welsh language.

	Sept 3
	The English words to ‘Hen Wlad fy Nhadau’ were learnt and sung by the                children today.

	Sept 5
	The attendance in this school is very irregular; the parents are extremely careless about sending their children to school even when they are at home doing nothing.

	Sept 9
	It is my opinion that compulsory powers should be given to all schools in order to compel these children to attend.

	Sept 17
	The children have learnt another new tune to the following words ‘Whenever I take my walks abroad. How many poor I see’

	Sept 25
	All the children in the school are extremely backward in speaking English.               It is impossible to get them to speak English amongst themselves

	
	Summary of H. M. Inspector’s Report

Considering the populous character of the neighbourhood the number of children who attend this school is small, the majority of these even attend very irregularly. 

The discipline was fair, the efficiency moderately fair. Nearly all the children were presented in two lower standards. The failure in arithmetic in these standards was numeracy. No extra subjects seem to have been taught. The first class is too small compared with the number in the lower classes. The ages of the children entered in the Examination Schedule require revision. This remark applies to the Admission Register in one or two instances at least. (Article 17).

Euclid

W. Davies - Grammar, History and Geography 

He has passed an unsatisfactory examination. If he fails to the same extent next year the Grant will be reduced by 10 pounds and thenceforth by 20 pounds for every year at the end of which a similar failure is repeated. (Article 32c).

T Thomas cannot be engaged, as Article 70b is not satisfied. William Williams Certificated in the Second Class. William Davies Pupil Teacher end of fourth year. William Harries - Secretary.

	Nov 1
	Several boys who played truant yesterday afternoon were kept in this evening and kept in to work 10 sums each according to their class.

	Dec 8
	I find very great difficulty in trying to get the children to English. They are 

ashamed to do so.

	

	1872

	Jan 5
	Several children returned from Pentwyn School this week, their reading is               generally no better than when they went there.

	Feb 7
	A boy who was examined as a candidate enticed two other children with him to play truant yesterday afternoon. They were kept in for one hour and reprimanded. On promising not to do so again they were released.                

	Feb 21
	Introduced Phillips Home and Colonial copybooks instead of Darnells in the Upper Standards on account of the bolder style of the small hand. I find Darnells better for beginners.

	March 28
	Gave holidays until Tuesday morning – tomorrow being Good Friday.

	April 9
	Many of the children are kept at home to nurse the youngest in the family while their parents are setting the gardens.

	April 12
	Many of the Penygroes children are employed in the wood in Cwmcoch consequently the attendance is very small.

	July 3
	The Third and Fourth Standard are progressing favourably in Arithmetic and Reading also is making fair progress. Wednesday afternoon was given as a holiday to the children in honour of Howard J Norton Esqr’s marriage.

	July 18
	Admitted 4 children this week from Pentwyn School.

	July 21
	Broke up for three weeks holiday.

	Aug 1
	H. M. Inspector of Schools the Rev S Payne paid a visit to the school today to take dimensions of it and at the same time approved of the timetable of the School on behalf of the Committee of Council of Education.

	Sept 15
	The order and discipline were good throughout the whole of this week and the children were attentive to their lessons, the Pupil Teacher and the monitors were attentive to their duties.

	Sept 20
	I experience great difficulty in maintaining good order and discipline in this school of late owing to the school that has opened in Pentwyn for the children being displeased at being punished their parents allow them to go to Pentwyn School.

	Sept 22
	The parents are much to blame for allowing their children to have own way in going from one school to the other.

	Nov 7
	Examination of Pupil Teachers at Brynmawr British School – Thomas Thomas was examined as candidate for this school, William Davies did not go to the examination the end of his fifth year not being until February.

	Nov 14
	School examined by the Rev S Pryce H. M. Inspector and Mr Hamer his assistant. The following were the songs they had learnt during the year, two of which the Inspector requested 

1. Hen Wlad fy Nhadau 

2. Be kind to thy father

3. God save the Queen 

4. God bless the Prince of Wales

5. Good night good night

6. Whenever I take my walks abroad

	Nov 15
	The Pupil Teacher is to be examined in Carmarthen tomorrow at the Inspector’s residence for the end of the fifth year.

	Nov 16
	Gave permission to the Pupil Teacher to stay at his lodgings to read for the  

Christmas Examinations after which he is to return to make up for the time. The following is H. M. Inspector’s report of the school, which I have received today.

‘ The children passed a more satisfactory examination than last time, evident pains have been taken with them. The attendance however continues very irregular and the scholars are removed at an early age, the character of the instruction is necessarily very elementary.’

	

	1873

	Jan 10
	W Davies did not make his appearance this morning as promised. He sat for Scholarship at the Carmarthen Training College

	Feb 4
	The Pupil Teacher has received information that he has successfully passed          the Scholarship Examination in the Second Class and is to enter the             Carmarthen Training College on Thursday Feb 9 instant

	Feb 7
	The attendance continues to be good. Only one of those children who were 

stopped in the Collieries as being under age – according to the Miners                Regulations has attended school.

	March 3
	A Pupil Teacher from Llanarthney School came up today and commenced 

duties in the afternoon.

	April 4
	Edwin Jones the Pupil Teacher begins to understand the order of the school.

	April 4
	I attribute the irregularity of the attendance in most cases to the carelessness of the parents. They seem, most of them not to care about the future welfare of their children, they seem to look on them as mere tools to obtain money unto them.

	April 8
	If all the children available for school in the district were sent to school                I believe the average attendance would be 150.

	April 24
	The Llannon School Board was opened this week. Several children from that parish who attended this school have left for that school.

	June 2
	Whit Monday - No school today on account of the Sunday School gathering at Bethania Independent Chapel.

	June 17
	Grayston and Birkby Reading and Home Lesson books were introduced to the school. They are well adapted for home lessons.

	June 20
	On Monday afternoon Miss Jane Protheroe and Mrs Jones Cwmcoch superintended the sewing and this afternoon it was supervised by Mrs Norton of Bryngwili.

	June 30
	Two children returned to school today from Llannon School Board School.

	July 7 
	Nine children were confined in school till 6.30p.m.for throwing stones to the roof and breaking the Crests. The school is well attended. Over a 100 present

	Sept 17
	Many boys of 9 years of age and upwards are employed in the neighbouring brickyard and collieries and consequently the attendance is neither so well or regular as it otherwise be.

	Oct 22
	Many of the mothers send their children to the works in order to get their wages to maintain the families for their fathers squander their wages in dissipation.          

	1874

	Jan 23
	Visited of S Pryce HMI - Arrived at the school at 11.15 a.m. Found the registers not marked. Timetable gives the time for closing them at 10a.m. The registers had not been marked yesterday afternoon. Room very dirty. The desks not arranged for teaching purposes. 

The instruction in this school in so far as it goes is very fair and satisfactory, but it is of a very elementary kind. The attendance is much below what it ought to be considering the circumstances of the neighbourhood. 

It is also exceptionally irregular. For example of the forty one girls present on the day of inspection only nine including three infants had attended two hundred and fifty times during the school year. Not a single girl was examined in the third fourth fifth and sixth standard and only one in the second standard.

The attention of all interested in the education of the district is called to these facts.

More maps and cards for infants must be supplied. One gable is very damp. The walls should be whitewashed. The attention of the managers should be directed to measures for securing more regular attendance. Prepayment of fees (with an increasing discount in proportion as the prepayment extends over a longer period) is often found to be an efficacious plan. The discount encourages prepayment and prepayment creates interest in using what has been paid for.                    

William Williams Master.

Edwin Jones - Pupil Teacher First Year                                                      

	Feb 19
	Children hearing that I am going to leave are rather unruly this week.

	Feb 20
	Last day of my keeping this school. Expect a new master on Monday.

	Feb 23
	New master not come. Opened school today, closed this evening until a master be appointed to reopen it.

	Mar 6
	Samuel Jones - Queen’s Scholar - opened this school having been closed for three weeks. 52 pupils present.

	Mar 23
	Three children admitted from Penrhiwgoch School.

	April 14
	Ordinary progress. The children were taught Tonic Sol-fa Notation.

	April 22
	Only eleven children present today owing to the meetings at the Independent Chapel at Penygroes.

	May 1
	This is the last day of my keeping this school. The children having heard so are not inclined to learn much. Expect a new master to open the school on Monday.

	May 22
	Took charge of this school today. David Evans - Certificated Second Class. John Evans went home in the afternoon his head having been wounded through a collier boy and another boy kicking him, from what I can gather from the children no offence had been given.

	May 28
	Mr I Jenkins of Reynoldston visited the school.

	June 5
	John Evans one of the pupils at this school died today.

	Jun 17
	Commenced at 12.45pm. Registers marked and closed at 1p.m. Dismissed at 3pm owing to an Eisteddfod at Foelgastell.

	Sept 9
	Rev D.H.Hughes visited. Nos. present Morning 120. Evening 118.

	Oct 19
	Rev W Harries Llanarthney and Rev D H Hughes Gorslas visited the school this morning

	Nov 20
	The school has been well attended all week. The average being 116.  

	1875

	Jan 16
	I was compelled to inform a collier in school that he should not come again owing to him misbehaving himself.

	Jan 31
	School Inspector’s report - There was a large attendance of children present at the inspection. The number however who had attended with fair regularity throughout the year was very small. The scholars were quiet and orderly and passed a fair examination in the elementary subjects, the general intelligence however even for a Welsh Country School was very low. 

With reference in the manner in which the registers were kept by the late teacher.

My Lords have received the following Special Report from H. M. Inspectors.

‘On January 23 at 11.15a.m. I paid a visit of surprise to the school and had to make the following memorandum in the Log Book. Attendance registers not marked (timetable gives time of closing at 10a.m) The registers not marked the preceding afternoon.

As H. M. Inspectors appear to have had occasion to caution this teacher before as to his not marking the Registers at each sitting of the school My Lords feel compelled to order a deduction of one tenth from the Grant under Article 32bfor faults of registration.

David Evans - Master

Edwin Jones - Pupil Teacher 

Rachel Richards - Sewing Mistress

W. H. Harris - Secretary   

	Mar 11
	School dismissed at 3.p.m. as the master wished to attend the funeral of a young man named Jas Matthias who met his death through suffocation at the Gorsgoch Colliery.

	Mar 12
	Gave a half holiday on account of the quarterly meeting of the Independents being held in Penygroes.

	June 20
	Two panes of glass in the middle window of the east End were maliciously 

broken last night by some person or persons throwing stones, three stones being found on the floor of the school in the morning. The Rev D. H. Hughes visited the school this morning.

	Oct 7
	Holiday. Harvest Home meetings.

	Nov 5
	The school was examined today by the Rev S Pryce H. M. I. and Mr Hamer. There were present – The Rev W Harris Llanarthney, The Rev D.H. Hughes, Gorslas, Dr and Mrs Lewis of Thornhill and Mrs Norton of Bryngwili.

The school closes today as a National School but will probably reopen on 

Monday under the Board if the arrangements can be made with the Trustees to loan the building

	Nov 8
	Opened today as a Board School  

	Nov 19
	An opposition school has been started at Cefneithin. Many children have gone there. Average for the week 70.

	Dec 10
	The following is a copy of H.M. Inspectors report on this school.

The attendance at this school has improved. The instruction has made fair progress during the year. The weakest part of the work was the Arithmetic in the higher standards and spelling in the first standard. A great effort should be made to cultivate the general intelligence of the children. A larger supply of books should be provided. Better results in Arithmetic will be looked for next year. 

	Dec 17
	Better attendance this week, the average being 75. Usual progress.

	Dec 23
	Broke up today for the Christmas Holidays – one week. (Last entry in Log book)


	1919
	

	October 27
	School closed for Gorslas Fair

	1920
	

	April 28
	School closed for Gorslas Fair

	1921
	

	Oct 20/21
	School closed October 20 and 21 as Church was using the hall for Harvest Festival.

	1922
	

	March 20
	New shelter put in playground.

	1923
	

	June 6
	Attendance is low. The local collieries have closed for holidays. 21 children have been transferred to Standard 2 in the Mixed School.

	1924
	

	April 28
	 Inspection Report (see report)

	May 29
	Circus in the village. Children finished school at 3 pm.

	1925
	

	May 9
	Formal opening of new school

	May 11
	Commenced at new school buildings. Number on roll 110. Premises shared with the new Mixed School. 

	Sept 1
	Miss C Thomas commenced duties as Headmistress

	Sept 21
	No school in the afternoon. Sports and carnival held in the village.

	Nov 19
	School closed as Gymanfa Dderwestol was held in the district

	Dec 3
	Received from ‘Save the Children Fund’ the sum of £5 towards the provision of footwear necessitous children attending the school.

	
	Schemes of work

	
	Hygiene and moral instruction – Simple prayers, hymns and short stories illustrating the cardinal virtues: Patriotism, Courage, Self sacrifice, Self denial, Thrift, Kindness, Truthfulness, Punctuality, Early rising and retiring.

	1926
	

	March 29
	Soup Kitchen – 184 meals at 4d each. 33 children fed. Total cost £3.14.0

	June 4
	95 children fed. 334 breakfasts and 320 dinners. Total cost £6.12.1

	
	Soup kitchens continued for most of year.

	1927
	

	March 28
	Received the school piano with a cost of £47.10.0. Paid by means of school concert fund (£25.8.6), donations from Sir Alfred Maud (£1.0.6), Lt Col W N Jones (£1.1.0), Soup Kitchen fund (£20).


Mr G P Williams for the HMI inspected the School on March 13, 1924. His report reads: 

The Infant school is housed in temporary premises – The Parish Hall. 

The heating is unsatisfactory there being only one fire to heat the whole of the large room. The desks (except for the chairs and tables used by the babies are improvised out of the forms used for Parish hall purposes. They are unstable, awkward and the design of the improvisation necessitates that the children are facing each other. The seats are raised high from the floor and the children are in a sense imprisoned without possibly free movement.

The playground is small and slopes dangerously towards the offices situated at the extreme end. It is thus quite unsuitable for games and general out door work. Moreover it is fenced around with barbed wire.

It is obvious in view of the unsatisfactory features above enumerated that the new school about to be built will be a great boon.

There is a very pleasant tone. The children are neat and clean and are carefully and kindly supervised by the school staff. The head teacher in spite of her difficulties has successfully introduced into the curriculum and practice of the school modern methods of infant teaching. She and her staff spare no effort to establish a system of training that will happily and adequately prepare the children to meet the demands of life in the upper school. The scheme of work is sound and stimulating and there is a refreshing variety in recreational and expression work.

In the reading lessons the children are being trained in the habits of independence and recourse and they make good progress. The walls and partitions are decorated by pictures in excellent taste made by the teachers. They are invaluable aids to the teaching of number, of reading and the story lessons. 

The singing lessons, the exercises in rhythmical movement and the varied games are all extremely pleasant features of the school work      

G P Williams
13th March 1924

	1926
	

	March 29
	Soup Kitchen – 184 meals at 4d each. 33 children fed. Total cost £3.14.0

	June 4
	95 children fed. 334 breakfasts and 320 dinners. Total cost £6.12.1

	
	Soup kitchens continued for most of year.

	1927
	

	March 28
	Received the school piano with a cost of £47.10.0. Paid by means of school concert fund (£25.8.6), donations from Sir Alfred Maud (£1.0.6), Lt Col W N Jones (£1.1.0), Soup Kitchen fund (£20).

	1928
	

	May 9
	Millenary of Hywel Dda observed.

	June 18
	Welsh Language and Education Linguistic Survey

	
	No on register - 194

No of children: 

(i) who speak Welsh - 192

(ii) who understand but not speak Welsh - 1.

(iii) who cannot understand Welsh –1.

No of children: 

(i) with both Welsh speaking parents - 161

(ii) with one Welsh speaking parent - 19

(iii) with neither parent welsh speaking - 14

No of children: 

(i) where Welsh is the home language - 161

(ii)where Welsh is partially the home language - 14

(iii) where English is the home language – 19

	Sept 29
	A successful concert was held in the Church Hall. The money taken was used to buy a school gramophone. Takings amounted to £12.16.0

	1929
	

	Jan 7
	Gramophone bought (£10); Records (£2.16.0)

	April 18
	Gladwyn Henry, The Crescent, Gorslas appointed to commence duties on April 22

	June 28
	A section of the Upper Class went to Bristol under the guidance of the                           Head teacher, Miss Evans and Miss Davies. Visited the Zoo, Clifton Downs and Bridge. Started at Cwmmawr Station at 10.a.m. Arrived in Bristol 2.15 p.m. Returned from Bristol about 8.00 p.m.

	Sept 3 
	Mr Pickergill lecturing on Temperance and Hygiene

	Oct 1
	Miss Annie Pugh commenced duties as assistant teacher

	Nov 1

1930
Feb 18th
June 5th
Oct 24th
	The service of Horlicks Malted Milk has been commenced at the school today. The children will be given a mid-morning drink of Horlicks Milk at a cost on the parents of 3d a week.

10 parcels were brought from Cross hands station. Arnolds-Leeds

Gwenhilda Setchfield was presented with a number of books in recognition of her unbroken attendance at this school since the opening of the school

One of the schoolchildren, a little girl named Ivy Thelma Ray was accidentally killed on the Cross Hands – Gorslas Road at 5.30 p.m. this evening. She was knocked down by a passing motor car while crossing the road.

	1931
	

	Dec 1
	Miss Miriam Bowen commenced her duties as assistant teacher.

	1932
	

	Sept 30
	Miss C Thomas finished serving as Headmistress of the school.

	Oct 3
	Miss S Jenkins commenced duties as Headteacher.

	1933
	

	Feb 24
	No children turned up in the morning, six in the afternoon. Snowdrifts on each road 5 to 6ft deep, making it impossible for children to travel. Huge drifts on the school playground – most severe snowstorm. On the Gorslas Square a mound of snow about 8 ft high had been formed – the village being absolutely isolated.

	Oct 31
	Miss Pugh terminates duties as assistant teacher.

	Dec 9
	Children performed operetta ‘Bold Robin and the Babes’ at the Public Hall Cross Hands. The hall was filled to its utmost capacity and the   performance was highly praised.

	1934
	

	Jan 9
	Notified that the Education Committee has adopted the ‘Feeding of Children’ (Provision of meals act) Also that the managers in the locality of each school be appointed to work in conjunction with the staff of the school and that the head teacher be asked to act accordingly.

	Feb 13
	This afternoon at 3.30 pm a pupil was injured while climbing a ladder to go to clean a window on the school premises. The ladder slipped and he hurt his wrist. I understand he has a green stick fracture.

	1935
	

	Sept 18
	School closed for Methodist Bicentenary celebrations.

	Nov 6
	Day’s holiday on the occasion of the wedding day of HRH Duke of Gloucester. 

	1936
	

	Jan 4
	No school. Funeral of King George V.

	1937
	

	May 12
	School closed for Coronation celebrations.

	June 1
	Miss Eluned Morgan started school duties today. Transferred from Llanwrda CP School. She is in charge of Standard 2.

	June 10
	Informed that there is no school this afternoon. Because of the Presbyterian Assembly at Ammanford.

	Sept 1
	Miss Margaret (Peggy) Griffiths commenced duties as assistant teacher.

	Oct 19
	No School – Royal visit at Carmarthen.


HMI Inspection report 1937 … Gorslas School, Llanarthney

Mixed Department
The number of pupils on the registers of this department has fallen from 167 in 1932 to 114 the number on the date of the last visit. The pupils are divided into 5 groups, the staff consisting of the headmaster, one certificated assistant master and three uncertificated mistresses. 

The present premises were opened in 1925 and each group is accommodated in a large pleasant classroom. There is however no free space of any kind and no staffroom, the medical inspection room is very small and dark. 

A morning assembly with a Welsh service is held in one of the large classrooms.  This daily function has been a great value in developing the communal life of the school, and is creating the happy industrious atmosphere that exists throughout.

The work on the whole is of as of a very satisfactory standard especially in Arithmetic and the response to oral questioning is free. Interest is created in subjects outside the 3Rs and the older pupils are well informed on many topics.

After being taught entirely in Welsh in the Infants department the children soon pick up English. They are able to converse and write fluently and with a fair degree of accuracy before they reach the top group. Welsh is rightly the main medium of instruction for the first two years and it is used in dealing with some topics throughout. 

More stress might be laid on speech training and oral composition in the lower classes while the free compositions of the higher classes are fluent, they are marred by elementary spelling mistakes arising from faulty speech and lack of oral training. 

The stock of reading in both languages might be increased by the acquisition, as occasion allows, of some modern readers. There is a fair supply of individual reading books and good use is made of them. 

A comprehensive scheme of work in Arts and Crafts in accordance with the modern ideas has been introduced recently. This should be developed right through the school. Music receives due attention. The pupils are well grounded in the fundamentals of the Sol-Fa notation and are able to read at sight without any difficulty. 

The introduction of more rhythmic work and the teaching of note values in the lower classes should be considered. There are facilities for giving the senior pupils instruction in Domestic Science Handicrafts or Gardening.

A fairly large playground surrounds the school. Only a small part has been surfaced and this is used by both the Infants and Mixed Departments. The remainder is so rough that it cannot be used for physical exercises or games. To enable the two departments to give adequate attention to physical training and to give children space for recreation the surfacing of the whole playground is necessary. 

Mr. M.H. Davies

October 26, 1937

	1938
	

	Jan 17
	Informed that the Board of Education approve of the amalgamation of the above named school, provided that a certificated assistant is appointed and given general charge of the Infants under the supervision of the head teacher of the Mixed Department.

Miss Jenkins, the head teacher of the Infants, is to commence duties at Llwynhendy School on Monday morning January 17 and the head teacher of the Mixed Department is to take charge of both departments as from that date.

The committee have decided that Miss Margaret Davies a certificated assistant at Tumble CP School be transferred to this school in order to comply with the requirements of the Board of Education.

	1939
	

	March 3
	No school - Members of staff engaged in fitting local residents with gas masks.

	Sept 4
	School not reassembled today owing to outbreak of war. Staff engaged in gas mask fitting. School is not held in accordance with communication of 2nd September, 1939 (i .e. that the school be closed for instructional purposes but staff should be present to see to evacuees etc.)

	Oct 24
	Forwarded form P1 re Gorslas CP School garden on Gorslas Welfare          Ground – particulars sent Rental 5/- per year Distance from school about 300 yards land cultivated 210 sq yards. This can be extended if necessary. Time allotted – 1 meeting a week, 2 meetings when the weather or operations necessitate attention. Forwarded also plan ‘shewing’ location and dimension of plot.

	Oct 25
	Mr Mason Director of Education called with reference to the suggestion to make a trench on the Gorslas Welfare Ground for the protection of the children during an air raid. Instead of a trench it was decided to canvass the houses in the neighbourhood to take in some children on the occasion of an air raid warning so as to evacuate the school. It was felt that it would be safer and more comfortable for the children than having to go to a trench.

	Nov 3
	Notified permission given to the Cooperative Secretary to use the school for W.E.A. courses on Wednesdays and Thursday evenings.

	Nov 30
	Notified that use of school is granted the Gorslas and District National Defence Transport Group.

	1940
	

	March 18
	The school children gave a concert at the Public Hall Cross Hands in aid of the ‘War Comforts’. 120 pupils took part and contributed items such as Welsh dances, action songs, short dramas etc. Balance of proceeds £17.

	April 29
	Our pupils gave their second concert in support of War Comforts for soldiers at the Church Hall Gorslas. They provided a full two hour programme.

	May 2
	Pupils taken to Gorslas Square to hear the sound films exhibited in the War Savings Campaign by the Travelling Cinema at 9.30 a.m. Returned to school about 10.a.m..Pupils gave a concert in aid of War Comforts at Soar, Castell Rhingyll.

	June 13
	Head teacher attending a meeting of Billeting Officers at the R.D.C. offices, Carmarthen in connection with Evacuation of children to these areas on Sunday 23 June.

	June 24
	32 Evacuated boys belonging to a London Nautical School commenced         attending this school today in charge of a master and helper. 18 other billets have

been found for pupils of the Warwick School and for one female teacher on the           staff of the latter school.     

	July 10
	An air fight took place in the vicinity today. Three British fighters and a       German bomber at 12noon.

	July 15
	An air raid warning was sounded. Children were dispersed to houses and cellars near the school. After the all clear signal children returned to school.

	July 23
	School commenced this morning at 10.a.m.as an air raid warning went on for practically 3 hours before the all clear.

	July 24
	Morning school at 10.a.m. Air raid warning lasted about one hour.

	July 26
	Air raid warning from 12.10 a.m. to 1.20a.m.Schoolcommencing at 10.a.m

	
	(The Gorslas Cooperative Society Show was held at the school on 24/8/40)

	Sept 2
	School reassembled this morning after the Summer vacation. As workmen are building walls (blast protection) and sandbagging windows on the advice of the local managers the school is closed this afternoon and tomorrow. 

The 2nd and 3rd. School will therefore restart on Wednesday the 4th. Informed that

because of intermittent air raid warnings during the night the managers have           decided to change the times of opening and closing the school. These are: 

Mornings 10.15am  to 12.15pm

Afternoons 1.30pm to 4.00pm

	Oct 4
	No school owing to teachers taking part in evacuation survey.

	Oct 9
	Informed that the Committee has accepted the tender of Mr Lewis Davies, Penygroes amounting to £14 for the provision of the necessary Black Out at the school.

	1941
	

	May 22

June 25th 

Nov 6th 
	No school. Teachers engaged in receiving evacuees and the school used as a dispersal unit for the district

Mr Gladwin Henry absent since 11.30 undergoing a Medical Examination at Llanelly in connection with the calling of his age group for services in the forces.

Head teacher absent in the afternoon attending R.D.C. Offices in Carmarthen in connection with issue of ration books at the school.



	Nov 12
	Forwarded an application for blacking out of classrooms as the two top classrooms are to be utilised as kitchens.

	1942
	

	Feb 1
	Owing to the recall of Miss Budge to Swansea the Swansea evacuees have this morning been absorbed into the local school and names placed on registers:

Swansea (2); London (3).

	May 12
	Wings of Victory Week - School target  £300

	1944
	

	July 26
	Forwarded letter to Director of Education that Salem Vestry had been utilised for a section of the evacuees from Monday, 24th July.

	1945
	

	March 19th 

May 7
	Return of the Youth organization in Gorslas

                                                        11yrs-14yrs            Under 11yrs

Ambulance Cadets St Johns                     8                              9

Church Guild                                            4                             33

Head teacher left school at 2.55p.m to attend meeting in Carmarthen in connection with the return of evacuees to London.

	May 8/9
	Two days holiday – Victory in Europe Celebrations 

	May 9

June 25th
	V.E. Day Celebrations. Tea provide at the school for 180 children. Then a concert at the Church hall Gorslas An enjoyable afternoon spent by the children.

The evacuated unit at Salem vestry Gorslas was disbanded as all the children but three have returned to their homes. The last meeting was on Wednesday 17th June.



	Sept 18
	Notified that two days holiday has been granted to celebrate the victory over Japan: viz on Friday, September 28 and Monday, October 1.

	Nov 13-17
	Thanksgiving week. Total collected through the school £1,276.15.0. School target £400.

	Nov 21

1946

July 19th 
	Women’s Teachers Weddings – resolved that women teachers be allowed leave of absence from school duties without payment of salary in the same manner as leave of absence granted under existing regulations for men teachers own weddings. 

Married women teachers to:-

1. To notify the managers clerk of date of expected confinement at least for months before the date.

2. To absent themselves from school duties eight weeks before the notified date and remain absent for eight after the event.

3. Absence of four months be made compulsory in all cases and that no salary be allowed.

Notified that the Committee have decided to transfer pupils of eleven years of age and over on the 1st Sept 1946 in attendance at this school on that date excluding those entering Grammar and Technical Schools to the Llandebie Modern Secondary School

	1947
	Royal Wedding

	April 26
	A half-holiday granted on the occasion of the Silver Wedding of the King and Queen.

	July 18
	Informed that children who will be 12yrs 9mths on 1st September 1949 are to be transferred to the Cross Hands Senior Centre when school reopens after Summer vacation.

	Nov 20

1948

April 26th
Nov. 18th 
	Holiday granted today. Occasion the marriage of H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth.

A half holiday granted on the occasion of the Silver Wedding of the King and Queen.

One day’s holiday to be given to commemorate the birth of the New Prince, the son of princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh.

	1956
	

	May 23
	School connected to mains sewerage.

	July 7
	Mr Gladwin Henry died aged 48 years. 27 years service to Gorslas School - last six years as headmaster.

	Dec 1
	Thomas Meurig Thomas Jones took over duties as headmaster.

	1957
	

	Feb 20
	School closed due to Polling Day. Miss Megan Lloyd George (Labour Candidate) elected. Majority over 3,000.

	July 10
	At 3.35p.m. the pupils lined the pavement of Black Lion Road to see and cheer H.R.H. Princess Margaret on her return to Pembrey Air Station from her visit to open the Ladies Section of Trinity College Gelli Aur Institute and the Technical College in Ammanford. The area was gaily decorated.

	July 14
	The miners annual holiday (2 weeks) has adversely affected the school attendance.

	Oct 12
	The first rain since the month of May.

	1963
	

	Feb 6
	School closed at midday. Last night the County suffered the worst blizzard in living memory. Nearly all Carmarthenshire roads closed to traffic because of snowdrifts.

	1974
	

	Feb 28
	School used as Polling Station. After four recounts it was ascertained that Mr Gwynoro Jones (Labour) had beaten Mr Gwynfor Evans (Welsh Nationalist) by 3 votes – 17,165 to17,162.

	April 30
	Miss Bowen yn ymddeol (Miss Bowen retires)
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