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INTRODUCTION:

Why this topic?

I have decided to research this topic as I feel that police are dealing with more and more incidents involving Children with disabilities and officers aren’t equipped enough when dealing with these incidents. 

In the 2020 census, 349,000 children aged 0-17 years old had a learning disability in the United Kingdom with thousands more children going without diagnosed (mencap, 2019) and in a study complete by University of Bath and City University London found that 69% of persons who had ASD felt unhappy with how they had been treated by Police. The study also discovered that out of 400 officers who spoken to as part of the research, only 37% had been trained in how to deal with persons with ASD (LDT Editor, 2016). 


My aim within this research is to understand what research officers have when dealing with children with learning disabilities and what effect this has on other services. This will ultimately help to highlight shortfalls in current training programmes and boost training for the future. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Identify Current training methods in relation to how officers are to support children with disabilities
· Identify any shortfalls and the impact this currently has on officers trying to support children with disabilities
· Identify how this has an impact on other agencies and what they recommend should be done to further officers training
· Provide recommendations on what can be done to help improve the support given to children with disabilities by current serving officers. 

A questionnaire will be created and sent to front line officers / to establish what their current training is and thoughts on support given to officers. I will also look to send a series of questions to subject matter experts in the Local Authority to ascertain their thoughts and experiences when police are dealing with children with disabilities. Additionally, to the interview and questionnaire, I will review current training articles / policies provided by forces when dealing with children who have disabilities.

	LITERATURE REVIEW:
At present, from completing research in relation to the topic I have chosen there is constrained research about this topic which is indicating that there are several areas left ignored / unexplored. With this research I am hoping to get a better understanding on why there are areas left unexplored and what can be done to make it apart of standard training throughout the force. 

At present there is a national strategy in England for young people and adults who are diagnosed with ASD with a roadmap from 2021 – 2026. This strategy looks at autistic people from all backgrounds get the support they need and understand what barriers there currently are for autistic people in this current age. It also helps to look at looking to improve the way people are diagnosed and the waiting times for individuals especially children to get diagnosed with autism (GOV.UK, 2021). 

The NPAA (National Police Autism Association) has also been set up which consists of Police Officers and Staff in the United Kingdom who have been affected by Autism and other Neurodivergent conditions and have created the “Police Autism Guide” Which is a guide produced to help officers and staff when dealing with members of the public who Autism (National Police Autism Association, 2020).

Due to the current lack of information especially on police training and incidents involving children with disabilities and then police, I will look to combine my own research along with using current case studies and training programmes to ensure this project is researched fairly and thoroughly. 

The questionnaire along with the interviews will also allow me to critically analyse current training methods and guidance to see if they are providing any benefit to officers and what gaps there may be in current training programmes.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The I will be completing will consist of analysing material which is readily available to me and looking at articles and studies which may have already been published in relation to this topic. 

Additionally to this, I will also look to make and distribute my own questionnaire which will consist of a mixture of questions to try and gain a better understanding of currenting knowledge and training delivered and what can be done to improve this. 

I will also complete a series of questions in an interview style which will be completed by Subject Matter Experts within the local authority to try and establish what their professional thoughts are and what experiences they may have when witnessing officers deal with children with disabilities. 

By doing these methods I believe this is the best way to get a true reflection of peoples thoughts and opinions of how they currently deal with children with disabilities and what can be done to improve the service which is currently provided by police.  


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
For my questionnaire I will be sharing it amongst fellow colleagues by sending it via social media but also on the internal intranet to ensure that it hits my target audience which is current serving frontline officers. I will ensure that all questions are tailored towards my aims and objectives of my research and also ensure that the questions I ask are relevant and not ambiguous to make sure I get accurate results. 

In relation to the interviews, I will again send a list of questions to Subject Matter Experts within the Local Authority who deal with the police and children with disabilities on a daily basis to understand their perspective on the topic and this will ensure that I am getting a balanced result and my research is not bias. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not envisage my research presenting any ethical problems, albeit this research could be upsetting for some especially if they have family members with disabilities, but I will ensure that all input within the questionnaire is completed anonymously by all participants. Additionally, to this, for the interviews, I will ensure that their identities are not included in any of my research to again ensure there is anonymity. 

All results will be considered and will be used when looking at the final outcome of the research to ensure there is fairness and transparency throughout.

	TIME SCALE:
This research will be conducted throughout the programme of my dissertation which will involve researching articles and studies which have already been published to date. 

The survey will be given to people to complete within a 14-day time period with the flexibility to extend if I do not get enough participants within the survey. I am conscious that the participants will have other work commitments so it will therefore be up to me to ensure that I can accommodate their commitments when dealing with the participants. 

In relation to the interview, again I will speak to the participants involved and work out a time frame which will work for both them and also the timescales I have to adhere to throughout the programme of my dissertation. 
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