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There has been a growing focus on evidence-based policing in recent years by policymakers and practitioners. The concept of evidence-based policing is mainly focused on police tactics and strategies that are generally guided by scientific evidence to improve effectiveness. The focus on evidence-based policing is mainly concerned with data that helps guide decision-making. The aim of the current essay is to shed light on classical criminology that allows inform, evidence-based policing. The selection of criminal activity, mainly violence, has been selected that will be analysed based on the ideas and concepts of policing. 
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According to Paudel (2020), the classical view of criminology provides insights into the crime and describes it as a free-will decision-making a criminal choice. The choice of crime is associated with the application of the pain-pleasure principle. The principle states that people usually act in a manner that allows them to minimise pain and maximise pleasure. Crime is the result of rational and free decisions of the acting individual. The work of classical criminology has been mainly associated with Jeremy Bentham and Cesare Beccaria, which radicalised the understanding and knowledge of crime and punishment. By applying the classicism approach to criminal conduct, the classicists believe that people are usually hedonistic and always look to seek pleasure to avoid pain. 
However, there are several models of evidence-based policing that allows for making informed yet evident and tactical decision for police departments. The most applied models are SARA, HotSpot, ATLAS, and POP. The focus of the SARA Model is based on the problem-solving policing approach that assists in incorporating the analysis and research elements that allow yielding a tailored solution to the problems. The model also helps in evaluating the effectiveness generated from the response. The model is an acronym for scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. In terms of the selected crime activity of violence, the first stage effectively scans and identifies the problem (Ahmady and Shahbazi 2020). This requires appropriate data from other sources, such as the citizen and community input and data from the police. This step help explore the root cause of violence and focuses on the offender and other environmental condition. Moyo (2020) provided that the root cause of violence is mainly associated with exposure to violent media, frustration, genetics, destructive parenting, and other issues. The next stage of the model is analysis, where the cause of the problem is analysed deeply. The police personnel are liable to look for stable and effective responses to generate the best problem-solving approach. However, after the problem-solving efforts are underway, the police agencies are liable to initiate the response phase via enforcement. Kebbell (2019) provided that in most cases of violence, the police respond by making use of the DASH model, which helps in risk identification and management in the case of domestic violence and harassment. This helps the police enforce the most suitable law and arrest the offender, ensuring strict sentencing. The last stage of the model is an assessment which emphasises the examination of how well the response by the policing practice worked based on the situation. 
Borrion et al. (2020) provided that classical criminology can be used effectively to describe and understand the reason behind the SARA model. The principles of classical criminologies, such as hedonism, human rights, punishment, and rationality, are well-applied to the SARA model, which aims to analyse the key suspect and determine the rationale actors and the root cause of the crime. Thus, with the aid of the evidence-based policing model, SARA, an appropriate framework is if helps uncover various complex mechanisms and problems and allows to development of a tailored intervention that assists in addressing the underlying conditions. Nevertheless, Baliarsingh et al. (2021) stated that one weakness of the model is linked to the oversimplification of the process used to lead to the response strategy for the police. 
Another model of evidence-based policing that is under focus is HotSpot policing. Collazos et al. (2021) if HotSpot policing is a common strategy that allows targeting the activities and resources where crime is highly concentrated. The strategy emphasises that disorder and crime are not evenly spread; rather, it is usually clustered in small areas. Focusing on activities and resources in HotSpot usually aims at preventing crime in specific areas, which helps reduce the overall levels of crime. The focus on HotSpot policing has also been known to reduce the levels of violence by a significant level. According to BBC (2021), the focus on 15-minute-long patrols with high visibility by uniformed officers in areas of crime hotspots has effectively worked to cut down on violent crime by 74%. The Essex police have targeted approximately 20 locations in Southend during the sporadic times for three days. The focus on this HotSpot policing caused a significant fall in violence and street crime by 31.9%. After attaining success in one area, the police planned to continue with HotSpot policing to areas plagued with violence to incur a significant fall in crime rate and violent activities. Considering the focus on classical criminology, it has been observed that when the likelihood or pain associated with the crime is greater in the offender’s mind compared to the pleasure, the crime is prevented. Based on classicism, HotSpot policing can be analysed as a suitable approach as it creates fear in the offender’s mind, which boosts the pain sensation and reduces the likelihood of pleasure. This indicates that HotSpot policing is suitable for reducing crime. Braga et al. (2019) provided that the strength of HotSpot policing is that it elevates the visibility of the patrols, which helps discourage the offender from committing a crime. However, one weakness of this evidence-based approach is that it damages the community under target and forces them to be subjected to territorial stigmatisation. It can also create fear and can weaken social control of the resident living in the nearby areas. 
Furthermore, Sherman (2022) provided that with substantial growth in policing, the focus on police practices has also been intensified, which aided in the development of the Triple T model of policing. The first area of the model is focused on evidence-based targeting that aids in systematic comparison and ranking of the level of harm that is usually associated with people, places, times, and situations that can be addressed by the police effectively. The focus on targeting can also be attributed to the application of research to mainly target scarce resources that help in the identification of crime and disorder. The next stage of the model is testing, where the police usually choose high-priority targets and conducts various tests of policing methods and then choose what is best to reduce crime and harm. The last stage of the triple T model is tracking, which allows it to target the tested practices that could generate internal evidence to track the effective practices and daily delivery, which allows focusing on police legitimacy and public perception. The rationale choice theory of criminology provides that an individual usually takes part in criminal activity by making use of logical thought processes that weights and analyse the cost and benefit of committing crimes. The theory states that the perceived cost of crime outweighs the people and benefits and is aligned with subjective preferences. However, considering the Triple T model, model has been used effectively in policing and works well when dealing with gun violence. This allows for hyper-local policing, and the tested practices that have been employed include frisking and stopping people with handguns to elevate the visibility and patrol time in hotspot areas and to convey respectful messages (MacDonald, 2023). In addition, crime and policing can be tracked with the aid of GPS and other tracking measures. In addition, the strengths of the model mainly comprise the holistic approach to understanding and examining the crime and the associated criminal behaviour. The model also looks at the individual, the surrounding environment and the society that influence criminal behaviour. Contrary to this, the weakness associated with the model is that the model does not emphasise the root cause of the situation and directly emphasises the targeting areas. Thus, the evidence-based models provide sufficient knowledge and help understand policing and the related decision-making areas. 
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Based on the overall analysis, a crucial insight into classical criminology, along with a focus on evidence-based policing, was achieved. However, it has been evident that to reduce crime in the country, the sense of pleasure that criminals achieve from committing crime needs to be minimised to ensure that they fear policing practices. The focus on the evidence-based model, including HotSpot policing, SARA, and the Triple T model, provided sufficient knowledge to prevent violent crime in the country. 
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