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My group and I have decided to do our exhibition in Swansea Market, the market opened in 1961, although this opening was for the building that it is currently in as it had to be re-build after being bombed in the Second World War. The first indoor market was held in a building close to Swansea Castle, this opened in 1652. The town itself was considered a market town around the 12th century. 

When the market opened, there was no colour photography, I have decided to use this in my work to compare what an image would look like then to what it looks like now. I would like to also experiment with my work to help the images look less flat and more interesting, I will do this by stitching into images and weaving some of them too. Before doing this, I will go to the market to take some images, these images will consist of the structure of the market, the stalls and specific things within the market. 
My opinion on the market is very strong, I have visited the market since I was a kid and have many memories of it including some stalls that I have always loved. I am very happy with the fact that I have been selected to do the exhibition in the market. I am in a group with three other people, Seren Willicombe, Sarah Grounds and James Peaple. 
When weaving my images, I would like to edit one of the images into black and white and leave the other in colour, I will then weave the two images together. I am hoping that this would leave the outcome looking pixelated with the colour and black and white mixing together. Stitching will be a lot more of a simple process but will also take a lot of time to do, it is a very time-consuming process and can easily go wrong with the paper ripping. I want to create a piece of work where the image is in black and white and then the stitching is in colour. I really like the idea of the work being in black and white so that the colour will stand out a lot more on the paper. I will use a thick thread for this so that there are bigger stitches on the image. For both things, I will experiment with images using normal A4 paper and then I will eventually move on to using photopaper. And possibly card.
Something that may cause a problem when trying to create my final pieces is that weaving can be very difficult using photopaper, this is because weaving includes folding and cutting of the paper which is something that I cannot do with photopaper, to overcome this, I could use card paper for my weaving and photo paper for the stitching, this is why I feel it is very important to experiment with my work before presenting it. 
As well as my own project, my group and I have decided to work together and create a community wall, this wall will be created and displayed on the day of the exhibition. The idea is to make a pop-up studio in one of the market stalls and to take portrait images with permission of the individual who comes into the market. These images will be printed onto A4 paper and then displayed on top of a white background. The purpose of this is to show how big the community of the market is and the diversity that is within. This project will need to be experimented with as it is happening on the day which means that we could possibly end up with some sort of problems. A system will be created so that all four group members will be involved with the production of work and will get an equal say in what is going on in the work. 

Maps

[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
Swansea market is based in the centre of the town and has three different entrances. After a meeting with the manager of the market Darren, I found out that at least two thousand people walk through each entrance every day, although around Christmas time, these numbers could go up to three thousand per door. Having the market in the centre of Swansea is very convenient, this is because people will pass by it every day when shopping so they will end up going in.
[image: Butchery — Swansea Indoor Market]
This is what the inside of the market looks like, some of these stalls are empty and others are not, the stalls include food, clothing, craft, bakeries and so much more. Also, after the meeting with Darren, we learnt that they are. Currently in the process of making some new seating area for the market which will be placed within the centre.
I would like my work to be near the quadrant entrance as there is a huge white wall that I could use as my background.

When thinking about the market, I would describe it as hidden, the entrances to the market are all surrounded by other shops. The indoor space is very big. The high ceilings made from glass make the whole space look much bigger and brighter. Although, the place always feels cramped, this so because there are so many people in their everyday and there are also so many people going back and forth that the whole place does not have much room left. This makes the market feel more like a community place as it brings so many people together throughout the day because of the similarities that they have.

Display 
When thinking of displaying my work, I would like to have each piece of work printed onto card being A4 and A3, the reason for this is so that the work will look a lot more presentable this way. I would also like to display my work on one of the back walls within the market, this wall is white and very tall, I think that having my work on a white wall will help make it stand out a lot more. I will experiment with the way that I present my work before doing so, I will do this by sketching some ideas that I have and then asking for a second opinion on these sketches.
The images that I have taken are of stalls not near this wall, this is something that I considered when taking my images as I do not want them near the stalls that they were taken just so that the viewer will have to think a lot when looking at the image about what parts of the market these images were taken.
Something that could be difficult when doing this is that I must weave my work and stitch into it once it has been printed, this can be very time consuming and could also look very bad. To overcome this problem, I will do a lot of experimenting with my work before making my final pieces.
Mood Board 
[image: Graphical user interface, application, website

Description automatically generated]
Before creating any work, I decided to look on Pinterest for some inspiration and I created the mood board above. I think that this is going to help me a lot when deciding to create work as it shows be a rough idea of what I would like the outcome of my work to look like. I really like the second image across on the mood board, I think that this could be something that I would like to do in my work. I also really like the weaving piece of art on the right corner of the image, the reason that I like this is because this is something that I want to create so I will definitely be using this image as inspiration
Problems that I faced
Before I decided that I wanted to do some weaving and stitching work, I had a few problems. My first problem is that I could not decide what I wanted to do, I wanted to do something practical, but I didn’t know how to link that to the market, when I finally decided to do the work that I wanted I needed to take images of the market and buy my supplies from there. This is when I ran into my second problem. I have internal problems which affect my mobility and concentration, this usually last for 1-2 months and I cannot do any work during this time. Although, I was very lucky this time that it only lasted one and a half weeks, this meant that I have just over a week to complete all my work which is somethings that I was very worried about. I was in the mindset that I would not be able to complete the work. 
Another thing that I was worried about was that this pain would come back faster than normal as it did not last very long, because of this I would mostly do my work at home and if I wasn’t at home and on campus, I would make sure that I kept my movement to a minimum so that I could get my work done.
Eventually I started to feel more like myself which helped with the production of work.

Research

I done some research into some artists that I find interesting, both for weaving and stitching, these artists work are unique are inspire me when thinking about the techniques that I would like to use. I also explored an artist for the community wall that my group and I will be doing together.

Lynn Skordal
The first artist that I looked at is Lynn Skordal is the first artists that I have decided to investigate, she is a mixed media artists and her embroidery work is what really stood out to me, especially one image where there was a human body printed in black and white and there is red stitching all over the image which looks a lot like veins and vessels. She studies law for years but between 2006-2007 she left law and became an artist.
She creates a lot of short stories using her art. This is very interesting because these books include collage work, stitching and some pop-up work. 
I really like the work of Skordal, this is because of the detail that is within her pieces of art, she uses so many different techniques in her work that is what draws my attention, she also uses unique shapes within her work which adds a lot of depth to her images and makes them more interesting to look at.
[image: Lynn Skordal - Stitched medical diagram - TextileArtist.org]This is the piece of art that I said stood out to me, the work is of a human anatomy and red stitching is over the top of it. One thing that I really like about this piece of work is that even though I am looking at an image, it is not flat like a plain photograph would be. This is something that I would really like to look at within my work and possibly create something similar with a 3D look.


David Samuel Stern
David Samuel Stern is the second photographer that I investigated, he does a lot of weaving work which really stood out to me. His images look neat and the colours on them are very bright. Stern is a photographer based in NYC and he does a lot of portrait photography. His purpose of this work is for the subjects in the image to become more abstract and complicated, which he thinks is more truthful. 
I really like the work that Stern creates, the reason that I like this is because of each piece is very unique and each photographic series have similar pieces, but they are all different at the same time. His work is very appealing to look at. 

[image: Theo (2018), Three photographic prints on archival vellum, physically cut and woven together, 36¼ x 25½ x ⅛ in; 92.1 x 64.8 x 0.3 cm]A piece of work that really stood out to me by Stern is this piece on the left, the reason that this piece stood out to me is because of how it looks like the piece is see moving. The subject in the image looks like he is moving his head to the right. This is something that I will take into consideration when creating my own work, with that being said, I do not want to create something the same as I will not be using people in my images.

Julie Cockburn
Julie Cockburn is another artist that I looked into for my stitching work, she was born in 1966 in the UK and is a very famous artist whose work stands out a lot to me. Cockburns work to me is very random, she creates pieces and stitches over the top of them, the image that made Cockburn inspire my work is her where there is circle stitching all over the image.
[image: Julie Cockburn - Overview | Print Sales Gallery | The Photographers&#39; Gallery]This is the piece that stood out to me, I like how the image is in black and white and how the stitching is full of colour, the reason that I like this is because its as if the artists is trying to guess what colours what be in the image if it was taking now. This image is something that I will think about when creating my own work.


JR
The last artist that I have investigated is JR, he has the largest art gallery in the world thanks to his photographic technique which allows him to display his work on the walls around the work, this method helps to attract individuals who do go to art museums. JR is the photographer that influenced my group and I to create a community wall, his work is very inspiring to look at. 
I really like the work that JR creates, this work is very appealing to look at and it also stands out a lot to me. The meaning behind each piece is very inspiring as he likes to show diversity in his work which is an aim of my groups work for the community wall.
[image: JR Website]Above I said that JR creates work and displays it all around the world on walls. The image on the left is not on a wall, it is on the ground, this is why this piece of work stood out a lot to me, not often is wok displayed on the ground as it could get ruined. JR done this massive walkway filled with portraits. One thing that I like about the image on the left is that it is in black and white, the reason that I like this is because the rest of the image is in colour which helps make this aspect stand out a lot more.     


My images 

[image: A group of clocks on display

Description automatically generated with low confidence][image: A picture containing clock, time, different, watch

Description automatically generated]
This is the first image that I took and edited, this is my favourite image from the shoot as the clocks within are all over the place, the reason that I like this is because it does not look neat but at the same time is does not look messy or cluttered. The clocks are overlapping one another perfectly. I edited this image into black and white as I wanted to stitch over the top of it, when stitching over it I used the coloured image to help me find what colour should go where.
When looking at the image my eyes are drawn towards the green, pink and purple one, this is because these three are centred compared to the rest of them. [image: A picture containing fruit, different, sale, variety

Description automatically generated][image: ]
The next images that I took were of the vegetable stall, I took multiple images of this stall although this is the only one that stood out to me, I really like the dimension in the image and how the image is full of colour, these colours are very bright which makes the image stand out more to me. 
Even though I really liked the colours in this image, I decided that I wanted to edit it into back and white, this is because I want to stitch into it with colour like the one above. I am unsure how I want to stitch into it but the image has a lot of potential.
[image: ][image: ]
This image is very appealing to me, this is because the lighting in it is very interesting to look at. The contrast between the bright stall and the dark background makes the image pop. I like how you can see the roof of the market in the bottom right corner, I think this because it is such a random point but adds more to the image. The colours are also very bright.
Once again I edited this image into black and white. Although, the difference with this one is that I do not plan to stich into it, I would like for these to be the centre pieces for my work.
[image: ][image: ]
Another image that I really likes is this one above, this was taken of the structure around the new seating area that is currently under construction, this seating area is very appealing to look at. I am obsessed with the plats going around the arched poles. I also really like how more of the structure of the actual building is in this image, this is because I did not include much of the structure in my work so I like how you can see it in this image.
I also edited this image into black and white, the reason that I done this is because I want to weave these two images together, I think that using one image in colour and the other in black and white to weave can have a very interesting outcome.
[image: A picture containing indoor, variety

Description automatically generated][image: A picture containing indoor, ceiling, store, shop

Description automatically generated]
I am obsessed with this image and I am so happy that I took it and I’m pleased with the outcome of it too. This stall is one that I have gone to every year since I was a child and I have a lot of memories with this stall as it is one that my sisters and I have always loves, therefore I am so glad that I get to use it within my work.
This is the last image that I have decided to use in my work, I edited this into black and white again and I am planning to use the same technique as I do on the images above for this one also.
Overall, I am very happy with the outcome of these images, I think that the quality of them is very strong and printing them onto card will help make them look even better.

Developed techniques and experimenting 

When creating my work, I decided that I wanted to experiment first, I edited my images which went a lot better than what it normally does, using lightroom and Photoshop has always been something that I have struggled with, although because of how much editing I had to do for this project, I believe that my skills of editing have developed a lot.
I have done a lot of stitching and weaving over the past five years so this is something that I was familiar with, with, I still think that I developed these skills a lot when creating sample pieces.
I done three stitching experiments and two weaving. When thinking about what skills developed with this, I think that both skills improved a lot. Stitching came more natural to me, and I wasn’t second guessing what I was doing. I found a technique that worked for me and stuck with it, this method would take me about 2-4 hours per piece as it involved a lot of precision to make sure that I got the outcome that I wanted. This method led to me completing my experiments and being able to move on to a new on. When weaving I drew the lines onto my paper first before cutting it, I also labelled each piece with a number so that I wouldn’t get them mixed up, this helped a lot. As I wanted to weave together black and white images with colour ones, I done two experiments where one has the colour image in the background and the black and white being weaved through and then the other experiment the opposite way. My first weaving piece was done with paper, this was very difficult as the paper was easy to bend and would easily break. Each piece was 2cm wide and when weaved together the outcome was beautiful, but I did not like the fact that it was on paper. My second was done with card, each piece was 1cm wide which was a lot different from the other piece, this 1cm different made both pieces look completely different from one another. But both outcomes I liked.
Moving on to the community wall that my group and I are planning to create. We spent a day on campus experimenting together. This involved setting up the pop up studio and creating a system that would work for us on the day. we made sure that everyone would have a turn at each thing so that it would help on the day to rotate. We decided to print in black and white as the quality of these images we much stronger than what they were in colour. One of the group members Sarah then turned these images into a poster to advertise the community wall. This poster is what the community wall would look like. 

For my final I would like to create a weaving piece using card as this was the best type of paper to use when doing my work as it has the best outcome, I would also like to keep the pieces at 2cm wide, even though I liked the way the 1cm pieces looked, it also looked messy and as if there was too much going on, this is why I would like to make a piece where I use 2cm wide card as I believe this would give me the best outcome.
[image: A picture containing text, different, arranged

Description automatically generated]
This is the first piece of experimentation that I done. This is a weaving piece that I created with 2cm gaps, I cut the white boarder off of the paper to see what it looks like although I much prefer it with the white boarder, I think that it looks a lot neater.
For this piece I used the black and white image as the background and the coloured image to weave through, I think that the outcome of this image is very successful although I do not like the fact that it is on paper so the next time I will use card.
This piece did not take long to create although because of the paper it was complicated to weave as it ended up bending too easily.
[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]
This is the second piece that I made, this was done with card and only has a 1cm gap between each piece of paper, I also kept the boarder on this piece of work as I did not like the last piece without it. This piece in my opinion is not as good as the other, this is because of the 1cm gap between each piece, this is something that I had in mind when creating my final pieces of work. 
[image: A picture containing text, clock, watch, old

Description automatically generated][image: A group of clocks on a shelf

Description automatically generated with low confidence]
Like said before, this image is my favourite out of the whole shoot and I wanted to do some line work in the image without crowding it too much. When looking at the image in colour, the three centre clocks stood out most to me which is why I decided to do work on the black and white edit with the colours of the clock stitched into it. 
The image on the left is the first experiment that I done, this was printed on to paper in black and white but even though it was very easy to stitch into, I think that the quality of the image overall is very poor which is why I decided that I wanted to print in card like I did the weaving. The quality of the card is much better as seen in the image on the right, because of this I decided that I wanted to stick with the card. 
I also change the colour of the purple cotton that I used when doing the second piece, I think that the darker purple helped make the other colours stand out a lot more, I decided to keep this in mind when creating my final piece also.
[image: A picture containing text, indoor, different, variety

Description automatically generated]
This is the last piece of experimenting that I done before creating my final piece, I did not find the need to experiment too much on this piece as I already knew that I wanted to use card for my work and that I wanted to make sure that every piece of work had a white boarder around it. This work also does not have much stitching in it, this is because after doing just three circles I realised how much I liked the look of it and decided straight away that this is something that I want to do for my final piece.
This piece of work links the most to my artists as when I think of this and the work of Julie Cockburn, they are very similar. This is because her work inspired me to do this while project so I definitely wanted to create something similar to her.
The image that I have stitched onto is the perfect image for this technique.

We have now cleaned out the stall that we want to use for the pop-up studio and have all put our work up. To evaluate, I am very happy with the outcome of my work and I do not think I would have been able to complete it with the outcome that I had without the experiments that I done. I believe that the long nights and early mornings were worth it.
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