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The study aims to elaborate on legal concerns regarding homicide in the UK. Legislations relating to homicide in England and Wales have been discussed in the study. Some issues which appear in dealing with homicide cases have been explained in the study also. Proposals which have been made by the Law Commissioner for reforming the legislation of the UK regarding homicide have been mentioned in the study. The reasons have been outlined for which some of the proposals have been accepted and rejected and those decisions of the government have been justified as well. The proclamation against reform has been made in the study for which the old statute is being relied on. 
[bookmark: _c8oltpl3ngk3]The legal proliferation of murder has been explained in the Homicide Act 1957. There are two major requirements which must be performed by the prosecution to establish a case of murder (Legislation.gov.uk, 1957). Firstly it is mandatory to prove that the unlawful death has been caused by an act or omission which has been performed by the defendant and that the act or omission was not the result of malice intention implied or expressed (LexisPlus, 2023). According to section 1 of the Homicide Act 1957, an action will not be considered murder unless that has been performed with malice aforethought. Besides that, there are some other conditions also which are essential to be applicable with the defendant including unlawful killing, sound mind, under the King's peace as killing during the war will not amount to murder. According to the case of Rance v Mid-Downs Health Authority (1991) 1 All ER 801, the killing must be of any human being, not any other creature. The court held that as the foetus had the capability of living and breathing during the 26th week of pregnancy, termination of pregnancy will amount to murder (e-law resources, 2023). 
There are three aspects of the legislation of murder which have made the laws regarding homicide more dynamic in England and Wales. The intent is the element which is highly required to make sure that the act which has been performed is a homicide. The kind of intention has been specified by law as well as in the case of R v Matthews (Darren John) [2003] EWCA Crim 192 it has been said that the intention must consist of the aim so that death becomes certain to the person against whom the attack will be made or to cause grievous bodily harm (Meyer, 2014). In the case of an attempt to murder only the intention is enough to justify the contribution of the defendant in the act of malice though any grievous bodily harm has not been even caused also. Causation is another important factor to prove the fact that homicide has been committed. It is required to make sure that the death has been caused as the result of the action and that action must be done by the defendant too (CPS, 2022). 
[bookmark: _hnz0e019p9bg]The defendant who is get charged with the allegation of murder can avail partial defence where actions like diminishing responsibilities, aiming for the suicidal pact, infanticide and provocations can blame as the reason for committing or attempting such a crime. There is a situation called voluntary manslaughter which is recognised as a low-level crime than murder where people are found to attempt suicide and the mitigating circumstances are blamed for such ambience. If there is any strain of abnormality or any psychiatric issues will be found within the defendant, that can be used as a partial defence. While judging the crime, the court will look into the degree of mental disorder and also examine to what extent provocation was made which has compelled the defendant to make such criminal behaviour (Bickle, 2008). 
The concept of intent is highly recognised in both England and Wales. The idea of intent has faced several struggle controversies in the criminal justice system of the UK as the presence of mental elements in the commitment of homicide is hard to identify and though it sometimes gets reflected in heinous form, the relativity of the statute becomes a barrier to that. In the case of R v Woollin [1999] AC 82 (HL); [1998] 3 WLR 382 HL [Woollin], the court has stated that the intention of causing harm will be considered as the mental element of the crime. Besides that, there is another consideration also which is malice and that reflects that the purpose of the kill for which the death will be caused must be grievous. Knowledge is a major issue in the case of the mental element in manslaughter as it is counted as the subjective knowledge for the defendant. Most of the time it occurs to the defendant and makes a significant contribution in their act of manslaughter, but the purpose cannot be outlined by this element with logical perspectives. The definition of intention provided by the dictionary must not get abused by the concept which has been portrayed in the case of murder as the unlawful killing is labelled as manslaughter only after the comprehensive trial in front of a jury (Leigh, 2022). 
The Breadth of manslaughter is considered too broad as the act of crime is quite dynamic. The concept of involuntary manslaughter is another type which offers three different kinds of acts of crime. Unlawful manslaughter, negligence manslaughter and reckless manslaughter are considered variations of it and most of the time it becomes tough to manage a considerable understanding between the theoretical concept of manslaughter and the empirical evidence. In most cases, it is found that most of the manslaughters are performed as voluntary manslaughter where the major reason is the lack of self-control (Mitchell and Mackay, 2011). 
[bookmark: _f8eztn6l6336]The law commission of the UK put forward a three-tier penal system for the crimes of homicide in 2006. The first-degree murder crimes will be punished with an obligatory sentence of life imprisonment, the second-degree offences of murder will attract a discretionary life imprisonment and the crime of manslaughter will be punished with a discretionary life imprisonment. The commission also recommended modifications and variations in the different facets of homicidal law consisting of provocation, complicity, and diminished responsibility. These prevalent laws of provocation and diminished responsibility would be updated and enhanced according to the changing times and severity of crimes (JUSTICE, 2023).
[bookmark: _eaqexvgloe82]The government of the UK has however not accepted all the recommendations provided by the law commission on the laws of homicide. It has implemented and considered the commission's suggestions for variations in the laws of provocation and diminished responsibility as the government thinks that these modifications in the homicidal laws will decrease the conception of murder to merely manslaughter. The term provocation will take the place of killing happening in those conditions where the criminal would have been aware and scared of the severity of the offence or in situations where the things done or said will lead to the conception of the occurrence of crime in unwanted situations and will give chance to the defendant for justifying his or her explanation behind the commitment of the crime. Similarly, the government has inculcated and accepted the wider scope of the laws on diminished responsibility (JUSTICE, 2023).
The government of the UK has considered looking into the suggestions related to the defence of the offence of murder primarily to consider the three-tier system of punishment provided by the law commission. The government has considered and brought significant changes in the defences of provocation and diminished responsibility but has rejected all other suggestions provided by the law commission. The then coalition government, however, claimed that it had thoroughly reviewed and analysed the proposals of the three-tier system, but concluded on the statement that it was not the correct and appropriate time to implement and execute such a kind of substantial reform for the improvement and development of the criminal law (researchbriefings, 2016). The government implemented such modifications in the partial defence criteria of the Coroners and justice act 2009 with the introduction of sections 54 and 55 into the act but has still rejected the concept of developmental immaturity of the child offenders from its purview. 
[bookmark: _hhitt4zd9j2i]The recommendations of the law commission have been severely criticised by various scholars and dignified people. Scholar Victor Tadros argues against the suggestions provided by the law commission and claimed that the division and segregation of the crime of homicide into the three-tier system according to the extremity of the offence may pave the way for the development of the different conceptual mindsets of death. There will arise various misconceptions regarding the rank given to the heinous crime and will create chaos and confusion as to which is more severe and requires what type of punishment (Risno, 2018).
[bookmark: _caeti6k38l55]The study has described the concept of homicide from dynamic perspectives and the relationship between manslaughter and its essential elements have been discussed in the study also. The importance of intention, maleness and causation have been described in the study and possible attempts to conduct reforms on this ground have been analysed as well. 
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