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Part 1 

· Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style. 
· Accurate spelling. 
· Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes, and full stops. 
· Well written sentences which make grammatical sense. 


In Wales there are many policies, procedures and important documents which underline youth work. These documents contain all the information you will need and will be an excellent guide to follow as a youth work student. These documents are there to guide students and those who are working in the field of youth work. In the document youth work in Wales: principles and purposes (youth work in Wales review group, 2018) states that youth work is based on the voluntary engagement of young people. It states youth work is open to all young people between the age of 11-25. This emphasises the voluntary relationship between the young people and the youth worker which can be seen when researching. For example, Jeffs and Smith (2010) states that the voluntary principal means that the young people can choose to enter the relationship with the youth worker and, can also decide when to end the relationship. The youth work Strategy for Wales (wg, 2019) states that youth work is based on the voluntary participation between young people and youth workers and that this encourages the young people to feel like empowered partners. 

Adapted from: 
Youth Work in Wales Review Group. (2018) Youth Work in Wales: Principles and Purposes, Cardiff: Youth Work in Wales Review Group. 
Welsh Government. (2019) Youth Work Strategy for Wales, Cardiff: Welsh Government.




Part 2a

· Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style. 
· Accurate spelling. 
· Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes, and full stops. 
· Well written sentences which make grammatical sense. 
· Careful, accurate use of Harvard referencing conventions. 

This essay will be discussing youth work. A definition of the purpose of youth work has been made by the CLD standards council Scotland. 
Enable young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social, and educational development, to enable them to develop their voice, influence, and place in society and to reach their full potential (Standards Council Scotland, 2019, p.01).
A key element as a youth worker is having the ability to build a positive relationship with the young people which is something that many have written about such as Blacker who states, “a central task for any youth worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people” (Blacker, 2010, p.15-30). Jolly has a similar opinion as blacker and states, “it is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with the worker” (Jolly, 2010, p.6). 
Youth workers provide young people with opportunities to learn in a non-formal and informal way. The activities that youth workers provide are tools which is backed by Harte. “They provide a key setting to enable the educational processes of youth work to take place. They act as a catalyst to initiate and hasten young people’s development and learning” (Harte, 2010, p.85-100).
Reference List: 
Blacker, H. (2010) Relationships, friendships, and youth work. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
CLD Standards Council Scotland (2019) Youth Work National Occupational Standards. Glasgow: CLDSC
Harte, S. (2010) Activities in youth work. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
Jolly J. 2010 Local Youth Work. Dorset: Russell House Publishing.
Part 2b 

Answer all questions below as fully as possible. 

• If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this? Plagiarism is a breach of your academic studies. It is important to be open and honest with your work and to give credit to authors when you have used their work and ideas. 

• You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. 
This is false. All information, ideas, and resources that you have found, read, and researched must be referenced and linked back to the owner. 

• Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
I believe this statement is false because Wikipedia is not a reliable source of information as anyone can amend it. 

• Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
1. Enter the quote as a separate paragraph. 
2. Remove quotation marks. 
3. Indent the quotation. 
4. At the end of the quote, you will need to include: (Authors Surname, Year of publication, Page.number). In that format. (Harvard Handbook, 2023, p.6).


• Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. 
1. Online Resource list which is provided with each module in Moodle.
2. Lecture Notes
3. Library – Books, Articles, online research
4. Learning Outcomes
5. Internet 


Reference list:
Harvard, (2023) Referencing Handbook. UWTSD: Academic Liaison Team: Library and Learning Resources.

Part 3 


This assignment aims to be a critical response to an article written by Patricia W. Agatston, Ph.D., Robin Kowalski, Ph.D., and Susan Limber, Ph.D. The title of this article is “Students Perspective on Cyber bullying” which was published in the journal of adolescent health in 2007.  “The aim of this article is to gain a better understanding of the impact of cyber bullying on students and the possible need for prevention messages” (Agatston, et al., 2007).

To summarise, the report interviews approximately 150 students who attend middle and high school. They interviewed these students during focus groups which were held in two middle and two high schools in a public school district in America. Students were divided by gender and asked a series of questions by a same gender student assistance counsellor. One of the key findings which is highlighted in this article is that females see cyberbullying as an issue in their school and they do not feel that the teachers provide enough support when dealing with cyberbullying. 

The structure of the article is set out in sections which helps when finding the information, you need. The structure includes an abstract which is a brief of the article, followed by an introduction, method section, results, and discussion. The length of paragraphs could be considered as there is a large amount of writing and can be overwhelming when beginning to read. The use of statistics is relevant apart from a section in the method paragraph which highlights free/reduced cost meals. During the method and introduction section, there are statistics given to demonstrate previous studies however, there are no statistics to demonstrate the findings of those focus groups and to emphasise that females view cyberbullying as an issue. 

The article seems to be aimed at an academic audience as it’s written in formal language. The use of language is possibly dated and American which can be an adjustment for readers. Words such as ‘savvy’ and ‘cellular phone’ are used in the article which are words that aren’t used as frequently today. The mention of MySpace indicates that the article is dated as this form of social media is no longer used. There has been a major growth in social media and today we have a variety of social media apps to use. Mobile phones and technology have grown since this report and continues to develop and progress day by day. 

The article highlights the subject, which is cyberbullying however, the article does not present a clear problem with cyberbullying. The article includes a lot of information regarding the study and explains the method behind the findings however, there isn’t a great deal of information around the final findings. The evidence could be valid if the study was done over more than two high schools. This would give a greater overview of cyberbullying and the affects that it has on young people. The findings are somewhat reliable due to the style of interview. As the interviews were done in groups, it suggests that students may not have been open and honest as they would have been discussing in front of the group and not privately. To gain a better insight, the interviews could have been carried out on a one-to-one basis to ensure confidentiality and privacy to the individuals. To reinforce findings from the interviews, they could have had anonymous surveys and questionnaires to complete. These could have been sent to other schools and areas to gain a broader insight to cyberbullying. At the beginning of the report, it states that 148 students were interviewed for the findings however, at the end is states that ‘approximately’ 150 students participated. This gives a rough idea of the findings and not a clear overview. The article concludes that females reported there was a cyberbullying problem at their school however, this information isn’t backed up by any statistics and evidence. The article states that students gave suggestions to tackle the cyberbullying issue by blocking or ignoring messages. However, the article goes on to say that authors recommendations are for schools to ensure that “cellular phone policies are enforced with consistent consequences for students who use their phones during the school day” (Agatston, et al., 2007). These recommendations made by the author does not coincide with the suggestions made by students. 

On the whole, this article is appropriate for an academic journal. It includes a lot of information and is easy to follow, read and understand. The student assistance counsellors attempted to gain information on cyberbullying however, my recommendation would be a different approach to the style of interview. The information could have been more open and honest if the interviews were done privately on a one-to-one basis. To back up the statements, the article would have benefitted from the inclusion of statistics. 


Referencing 
Agatston, P. W., Kowalski, R. & Limber, S., 2007. Students’ Perspective on cyberbullying. Journal of adolescent health, Volume 41, pp. 59-60. 
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