ABSTRACT
Motivated by memories of my beloved grandparents and fairytales of my childhood, my praxis involves the exploration of narrative history and memory, from oral storytelling to objects holding stories within them of people past. Much of my explorative and confirmation journey has involved learning new skills and techniques that can be intertwined with skills already known. I wish to use clocks, both as a symbol of the passage of time past and as containers for old and new memories reside.

 The work developed and produced throughout the research process is not only a journey through visual storytelling but also the history of storytelling and how that correlates with objects holding stories of people/places past, but also a technical journey, learning new skills and how to translate and link with old skills.

For this creative journey to flow forward it is worth while to initially start by looking briefly into the history of storytelling, memories and sentiment, and why I have decided to use these within my praxis. 

Artists/Makers who have influenced my work/design process.


Illustrators
*Kay Neilson – Love the detail in her work – black and white illustrations
*Aubrey Beardsley – 1872-1898 – sinuous black and white illustrations – art nouveau/Japanese woodcuts.


Stained Glass
*Harry Clarke – 1889-1931 fell in love instantly with his work. His dark illustrations, detailed – black and white. Stained Glass work is rich in colour, detailed. Art Nouveau-Art Deco inspired
*Josefien Willesden - ?? Style is amazing
*Ervin Bossanyi (Germany 1919-1929)

Other artists/makers

*Mariko Kusumoto – metal work incorporates found representational imagery and very involved and technically challenging. 

 My style heavy influenced by Art Deco-1920’s?? But why?? 
Why include clocks – always loved clocks and wanted to repurpose old clocks somehow? Bought a grandmother clock in aim to reuse but couldn’t bear to take apart yet. 
Meaning behind clocks/time? Passage of time…. Past and Present


Then I will look into the psychological and philosophical theories behind storytelling, memories and sentiment.
My work is based on the Welsh folklore “The Lady of Lyn Y Fan Fach”. This story evokes memories of my beloved grandparents and going on day trips around the countryside. My grandparents loved the story of the lady of the lake (although they did live happily ever after) They were a big part of my growing up living altogether in a big house,  moving from the city. I wanted to incorporate their story within my work thus using their ashes. 

Work incorporates metal work, repurposing old clocks to fit my illustrative layered glass pieces. 

QUOTES
“The sensuous, sinuous intertwining of things with memories… How objects are handed on is all about storytelling.”
(De Waal: 2010:17)

This quote highlights a personal interest surround objects. Objects inherited are embedded with history, their stories grow each time they are passed on.

“Stories and objects share something, a patina… perhaps patina is a process of rubbing back, so that the essential is revealed… But it also seems additive, in a way that a piece of oak furniture gains over years and years of polishing.

(De Waal:)

“Human embodiment directly influences what and how things can be meaningful for us, and our forms of integration with objects.”
(Johnson:1987:xix)

“Once upon a time – this is a code term that opens the door to what German philosopher ERNST BLOCH called “a more colourful or easier elsewhere.” 
The Annotated brothers grimm, Tartar,M. is

Storytelling began with visual stories in the form of cave paintings, oldest one found to date was in France? Then it shifted to oral traditions, where they were passed down from generation to generation by word of mouth?? Objects do the same in respect that when they are passed on from generation to generation their stories are passed on but grow each time with an added story.
 
Proust, was to recognise and comment on the important role that memory has a creative power in bridging the gap between past and present in a way that connects personal truths to a wider audience and readership. (CONTEMPORARY ART AND MEMORY, DATE:PAGE)




