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Abstract
This dissertation has the aim of investigating if men are overlooked as victims of domestic abuse and if this influences the reporting of it. The research within this study has carried out a critical analysis of in-depth existing literature and relevant academic literature. It has also investigated what officer’s perceptions are of male victims of domestic abuse and their awareness surrounding it. To help obtain a better understanding of officer’s perceptions of male victims of domestic abuse, the researcher conducted their own primary research by creating a survey/questionnaire which was sent out to officers for them to provide their understanding and thoughts on the topic, and to assist in gathering information to then analyse and compare to the secondary data to find any potential themes. The findings that were found from the research conducted were then documented and analysed, and recommendations were made to help raise further awareness of domestic abuse in men and to help raise more awareness to try and change the social stigma surrounding it. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction 
The topic of this dissertation was chosen by the researcher as they have first-hand experience of it within their role as a police officer and have learnt that there are many occasions whereby domestic abuse is portrayed as a gendered crime of the male being the perpetrator and the female being the victim. From having first-hand experience of it, it is believed that there are currently not enough support services available for male victims of domestic abuse and the awareness surrounding it, making it an important topic to discuss and research to try and establish the reason why it is not spoken about enough today. The researcher believes that there is a gap in why the percentage of report rates is still low at this current day and age and that this is the need for the research to be conducted. Statistics show that one in three victims of domestic abuse have been male, and when looking at the percentage of male victims failing to disclose that they are a victim, it is incredibly high at 49%. (Mankind.org, 2023) 
In the year ending March 2020,  (Gov.uk, 2022) states that statistics show there was an estimated 13.8% of males aged from 16 to 74, who have disclosed they have been a victim of domestic abuse compared to the year ending 2019, where a much lower percentage of males disclosed they have been a victim of domestic abuse at 3.6%. When looking at those statistics it shows that men are beginning to come forward more and report domestic abuse, however (Mankind.org, 2023) state that only 4.4% of these victims are being supported by domestic abuse services which highlights how little male victims are being supported, which is why the researcher will be exploring as to why this could be and what could be done in order to change this.
Domestic abuse is a significant component that police officer’s deal with every day. The aim of this dissertation was for the researcher to find out through primary and secondary research if the officer’s dealing with domestic abuse within their role have enough awareness and training on the signs of male victims of domestic abuse, if they as police officers are providing the right support, and if they are aware of the support services available for male victims that they can provide information of. The research within this dissertation will also determine whether male victims of domestic abuse feel that they are supported by the police and if there is enough publicity surrounding the issue. This study will also investigate why there is a lack of reporting of abuse from male victims and if there is a social stigma surrounding it.
The aims of this study that have been set by the researcher are: 
1. Are men overlooked as victims of domestic abuse and why? 
2. Is there a social stigma surrounding men being victims of domestic violence and does this create an impact on them reporting it to the police?
3. Is domestic violence seen as a genderised crime? 
4. Are there enough support services available for male victims of domestic abuse?  

The researcher will be using books, statistics results, information from domestic abuse agencies, websites, and articles to help with the research. A questionnaire for participants who are fellow colleagues as police officers will also be created to assist with the research. 



2. Chapter Two: Literature review 

2.1 Introduction
This dissertation will investigate the lack of reporting from domestic abuse victims, especially those victims that are males. It will also investigate how male victims of domestic abuse are currently overlooked by public services and why a barrier has been created between male victims of domestic abuse and societies perceptions. Within this literature review we will be looking into the literature that already exists and identifying the gap within what is already published to determine why this is still an ongoing issue today. This chapter is divided into four sections: section one will provide an overview of the literature surrounding domestic violence; section two will explore male victims; section three will discuss the publics general perception of domestic abuse and the social stigma that surrounds for men; and section four will discuss the support services currently available for male victims of domestic abuse.
2.2 History
Domestic abuse has been visible for centuries. It is defined as a range of behaviours starting from emotional and verbal abuse to physical, sexual, or financial (Victim Support.org). Most domestic abuse is perpetrated by men against women however there are many cases where women are the perpetrators and men are the victims. Statistics show that one in three victims of domestic abuse are male, which is around 757,000 per year. (DAD, 2023). 
(Davis, 1998), highlight how the first laws on domestic violence were not introduced until the 1870’s, and goes on to say that domestic abuse was not heard of, and it was seen as normal for a wife to be assaulted by her husband inside of the family home, as an act of punishment against them if they had done wrong in their husband’s eyes. However, in the 1870’s, the first law was introduced which took away a male’s rights to beat his family. Since then, the law was enforced and in the 1960’s and it became recognised to the media by feminist movements shining a highlight on domestic issues. This then had a great impact by most countries adopting legislation over domestic violence by the 1980’s. 
In the 1990’s, domestic abuse was recognised by public services such as the police, social services, health care practitioners and local authorities by them recognising that domestic abuse happening in a person’s home is an urgent collective issue. (Shipway, 2004)
Domestic abuse is seen as a hidden crime for accurate figures as to how many victims there actually are compared to other categories of crime, as for various reasons it is not reported to the police. A debate on criminal statistics shows that only twenty seven percent of incidents were reported to the police which could be due to embarrassment, psychological blocking, fear of escalation, not being believed or guilt. (Shipway, 2004) 
[bookmark: _Hlk132720402]According to (HMIC, 2014), the police receive a call regarding domestic abuse every 30 seconds. In South Wales, domestic abuse is frequent. Police Crime and Commissioner Alun Michael, states that South Wales police receive a call involving domestic abuse every fifteen minutes. (SouthWalesCommissioner.org, 2021)
Within a survey, twenty six percent of men aged 16 to 59 stated that they have been a victim of domestic abuse and overall, 1.5% of men stated that they had suffered a serious sexual assault at some point in their lives. Twelve percent of men also stated that they have been a victim of stalking. (Walby & Allen, 2004) Statistics show within a survey that 94% of men who were a victim of domestic abuse did not believe that the abuse they had received was not a crime. 63% of the male victims that took part in the survey stated that they had not told anyone else about the domestic abuse they had suffered. (Walby & Allen, 2004)
Research will be conducted to establish whether there is a lack of awareness and empathy for male victims, and if there are enough support services available to those that need it. Statistics revealed that only 6% of male victims of domestic abuse are supported by local authorities, therefore this dissertation will be looking into why the percentage rate is so low and what could be done to change it. (DAD,2023) By conducting this research, I hope to raise more awareness of male victims of domestic violence and encourage those who haven’t already to speak out and get help from support agencies.
2.3 Discussion
The publics general perception of domestic abuse is often seen as something that is endured by women only. However, statistics and surveys provided by  (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2022) have revealed what most members of the public state is a surprisingly high percentage of women being the perpetrators and inflicting the emotional, physical, and psychological harm on their male partners. The statistics revealed that in England and Wales in 2018, 19% of those who had reported domestic abuse to police services were men. (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2022) also states that the social stigma surrounding men currently categorises them as a macho image and able to defend themselves. This image has a reflection on male victims, causing them to not tell anyone about the abuse they have suffered as they feel that they will be laughed at or not believed, so are too embarrassed to come forward. 
Some male victims stated that they had not come forward and reported the abuse to police, as they had been blackmailed by their partner that they would lose custody and access to their children or have no other place for them to stay, therefore they have suffered in silence within the relationship and not come forward due to the fear of losing their children or becoming financially unstable. (Tsui, 2010) During a survey, one participant stated that the police, partner agencies and the courts believe the women and will always take their side. Nobody believes men and that the police were the opposite of being helpful. (Tsui, 2010) Findings like these from surveys are the reason as to why I believe that researching this topic and finding out the reasoning behind these thoughts and opinions is so important. 
In 2022, a campaign was created by North Yorkshire Police explaining the impact domestic abuse has on the victim’s families. One victim named Simon, was only twenty-three years old when he was killed and his life was taken by his partner, who had been abusing him through physical and emotional harm over a duration of eighteen months. (NorthYorkshirePolice, 2022) North Yorkshire Police Inspector Clare Crossan states throughout the campaign that domestic abuse involving men being the victims is not talked about often enough and it is not getting reported. To what extent do men not view themselves as victims, my study will seek to understand this. It is important for victim’s families and friends to recognise the signs of domestic abuse if the victim is not recognising it themselves or are struggling to come to terms with the reality of it. (NorthYorkshirePolice, 2022)
Domestic abuse may not always show signs of violence but that does not mean that they are not at any risk of harm. Other signs of domestic abuse could be being frequently checking on their location and what they are doing, unable to make any choices independently, becoming isolated from family and friends and making excuses for it and being controlled financially. Many male victims of this kind of abuse do not recognise the warning signs and report it, as friends could joke about it and see it as “being under the thumb” or tell the victim that “she’s got you where she wants you”, causing them to consider it as normal behaviour within their relationship. (NorthYorkshirePolice, 2022) Throughout my experience as a police officer I believe that this is mirrored into the police service, as when I have dealt with domestic incidents where the male is potentially the victim, they refuse to disclose any information to my colleagues that are also male. This then has an impact on the support available to them if the help is refused, which can then have a big affect on their mental health. Throughout this study I will aim to find out the social stigma still exists and how it can be changed.
2.4 Are there enough support services available?
From conducting research throughout this literature review, it has shown that there are little support services for male victims of domestic abuse and many police officers do not receive enough training to be able to support victims. 
Many frontline officers lack the abilities necessary to successfully address domestic abuse. Officers frequently lack the tools necessary to effectively detect the harmful patterns of behaviour displayed by domestic abusers, especially when there is no overt physical violence present but instead psychological intimidation and control, which can likewise have catastrophic outcomes. Victims have reported that they felt judged, that they were generally not taken seriously, and that some police showed a notable lack of understanding and compassion. (HMIC, 2014) 
A unique cultural change initiative for police officers and employees in England and Wales, ‘Domestic Abuse Matters’, was developed by the College of Policing in collaboration with the domestic violence charity ‘Safe Lives’. With the victim's voice at the forefront and a better understanding of controlling and coercive behaviour, it is intended to revolutionise how domestic abuse is addressed. The curriculum aims to change and challenge the attitudes, culture, and behaviour of the police while dealing with domestic abuse to have a long-term impact. (SafeLives.org, 2014)
Even though this cultural change has been created, there is currently no evidence to suggest that this initiative has worked and the benefits it has brought to the lives of a victim, therefore it is clear that not enough action has been taken to make these changes. 
A support service available to those in new or past relationships is Clare’s Law, which is a domestic violence disclosure scheme, is a policy that is used within the police to provide people with the right to ask and know if their current or ex-partner has a record of any previous violence or abuse. (ClaresLaw, 2014) The scheme was created and named in England and Wales in 2014, after a woman named Clare Wood, whose life was taken away by her ex-partner in 2009. Any person over the age of sixteen has the right to make an application to the police if they believe that their current or ex-partner could pose them at risk in the future. A person may also make an application regarding a current or ex-partner, or someone known to them, such as a family member, close friend, or neighbour, if they believe that they could be at risk of abuse. If the police then believe that there is enough evidence to suggest that this person could be at any risk, then information will be disclosed to them. (ClaresLaw, 2014)
The charity (Mankind, 2023) revealed that a third of domestic violence victims throughout the United Kingdom are male, however a shockingly low percentage of 0.8% refuge beds are available and open to men. They also revealed that within safe houses throughout England there are three thousand and six hundred beds for female victims, with only twenty available for male victims. Some men have even had to travel over a hundred and fifty miles to obtain support due to there being none available where they live. (Mankind, 2023)
(Mankind, 2023) have stated that research suggests that thirty percent of male victims of abuse have emotional and mental health problems. Other statistics show that throughout Wales in 2021, the percentage of suicides which were male was high, at seventy six percent, compared to females which was only twenty four percent. There is evidence to show that men are three times more likely to commit suicide than women. (Samaritans, 2022)
In July 2020, family members of a male victims of domestic abuse spoke within a petition named ‘Stand with him’, which was to help get male victims and survivors voices heard and not ignored by the parliament. Within the petition over fifty family members of male victims pleaded for more recognition as they believe that it is vital that they have the same amount of recognition as female victims. One family member stated that the current society does not hear or see about male victims of domestic abuse within the media and that it is just silent, as if male victims do not matter. (ManKind.org, 2020) This petition shows that there clearly is not enough support available to male victims and that many family members or friends close to these victims are concerned for their safety and mental health. 
2.5 Conclusion 
This research has shown that there are very limited support services available to men and that there needs to be an increase for them to have the confidence that they will be heard and can receive the help that they need, as the percentage of victims being male are rising continuously and the support for them is not. 
Due to the current social stigma surrounding the gendered character of violence, there are far too many victims of domestic abuse that are not recognising that they are a victim within their relationships. Victims that are middle-aged are in this day facing being stuck in between the two categories of generation, being pre-war ‘silent’ and post war ‘me’. Being stuck in the pre-war silent makes male victims believe that they need to present themselves as a strong and silent stereotype similar to what their father’s would have been in their previous generation, where mental health in men was unheard of. (CounsellingDirectory, 2022)
 Within this study the researcher will be exploring how more recognition can be obtained and if more support services became available, would there be an increase in male victims recognising the warning signs and coming forward to receive the support and guidance. I will also explore within this research that if more support services became available to men, then would the percentage of those suffering with mental health potentially decrease. 






3. Chapter Three: Methodology 
3.1 Introduction 
This chapter within the dissertation will investigate the research methodology. Within the research methodology there will be six sub sections; an introduction into the chapter, an explanation on the research approaches and the research strategy that is going to be used, how I will complete the data collection and analysis, the limitations, and potential problems that I may come across whilst doing so, and the ethical considerations. A methodology is a means to describe how a researcher plans to conduct their investigation. It is a rational, methodical approach to a study issue. A methodology explains how a researcher will conduct the study to produce accurate, legitimate data that meet their goals and objectives. It includes the data they will gather, where they will get it, how they will gather it, and how they will analyse it. (Indeed, 2022) 
Within the literature review, the research found showed that there are very limited support services available to men as the percentage of victims being male are rising continuously and the support for them is not. Because of this, this dissertation study will undertake primary research using a survey to help obtain answers to the questions of why this may be.  Conducting the primary research will help those who take part have a better understanding and awareness of male victims of domestic violence and the limited support services that is currently available to them today. It will also provide a clearer picture of societies perceptions of male victims of domestic abuse, and piece together the gap that is between the existing literature currently out there. 
3.2 Research Approaches
Within a research methodology there are two kinds of research, which are primary and secondary. Primary research is where the researcher must actively engage in the data collection process. In primary research, the researcher gathers first-hand information to use as study materials for the methodical analysis, rather than relying on previously collected data. The first-hand information can be gathered by several different methods such as questionnaires, interviews, or surveys. (Form plus, 2023)
Secondary research is a form of research methodology in which the researcher does not personally collect data for the study but instead entirely relies on previously published research materials. The internet, libraries, educational institutions, and organisational reports are all good sources of secondary research data. However, the researcher needs to take extra caution to ensure that the data is accurate as this may negatively affect the outcome of the findings of the research. (Form plus, 2023)
3.3 Research Strategy 
Within this dissertation I will be using the research method of a survey which will be aimed at frontline police officers. I will be using this research method because due to my full- time job alongside completing this dissertation, I believe that this method would be more successful in having a higher number of participants as it is less time consuming and more practicable for the participants who also work full time. This dissertation is also based on a sensitive subject, so participants are more likely to feel comfortable taking part in a survey as opposed to a face-to-face interview, as the survey will be completely anonymous.  As the researcher I will be aiming to achieve around thirty participants to complete the survey, however if I go above this number then it would be beneficial for the quality of data I will be collecting. If I fail to reach the goal of thirty participants, I will advertise the survey more and leaving the survey open for longer. 
I will create the survey by using the social media platform Google, which gives you the option to create your own survey and to share a link to the participants, with the questions required to be answered. The questions within the survey will mostly be yes or no required answers but will also have Likert layout questions. A Likert question is presented with a statement and the answer option varying from strongly disagree, to strongly agree, spilt into five options with those options being; strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree (Smart Survey, 2023) The benefit of these type of questions will make it easier for participants to understand and complete, and is less time consuming for those taking part.
[bookmark: _Hlk137555257]I intend on sampling my target through the social network platform Google as it is an easy straight forward way to have multiple participants in the short space of time and to gather the information needed for this dissertation. 
3.4 Data Collection & Analysis
I intend on analysing my findings by presenting them in a statistical method of quantitative data. Using the question methods of yes or no answers and Likert questions will make it easier to turn into quantitative data and present them into a variety of graphs and charts. This will be completed by firstly imputing the data I have found into an online system which then transforms the data into a chart. For the presentation of my finding’s, I will be using graphs and charts to identify any patterns in the answers provided.  To transform the data that I have collected for my research into graphs and charts, I will be using Microsoft excel, which is a spreadsheet program that calculates data and converts it into mathematical formulas. 
3.5 Limitations & Potential Problems 
Due to the sensitivity of the subject that this dissertation is based on, one problem that I as the researcher may come across is not having enough participants take part in the survey, as some of my colleagues may have been involved and have a traumatic experience of domestic abuse themselves. Another potential problem that I may come across when disseminating the survey to front line officer colleagues may be that other university students that are currently completing their dissertation alongside me may also decide to use a survey to help support their research, which could cause colleagues to be overwhelmed with the number of surveys sent to them asking to be completed. This could cause them to skip past my survey, which would then influence the results that I receive for my research data. 
3.6 Ethical considerations
As stated within the limitations and potential problems, due to the sensitivity of the subject, I will make sure that all data is anonymous and will clearly state that to the participants. I will also use signposting to support services and ensure that all participants are aware that that participating is optional. As mentioned previously, some participants may be experiencing domestic violence or have done so in the past, so I will make sure that I am sensitive to that by making it clear at the outset of what the survey is based on.



4. Chapter Four: Analysis of results 
Within this chapter I will be analysing the results of the survey that was designed to be completed by officers within South Wales Police. The chapter will cover what officer’s perceptions are of male victims of domestic violence and if they believe there is enough awareness and support for them. Within the chapter the results of the survey will be analysed using pie charts. (The University of Pretoria, 2023) describes data analysis as the most critical element of any research. Data analysis condenses gathered information and entails the analysis of acquired data using logical and analytical reasoning to spot trends or patterns. The survey was disseminated via email by the secretary, to officers within my sector. The goal for the number of responses of the survey was 25, which was exceeded by higher than expected, with the number of responses being 34. Within the literature review it was shown through research that there is currently a lack of support services and awareness for male victims of domestic abuse. By using primary research, this survey has collected information and qualitive data on officer’s perception of this, to help learn about what societies perceptions are today and what improvements could be made going forward. 
The length of service that the officer completing the survey was firstly asked, to gauge in the experience that each officer has with male victims of domestic abuse. 25 respondents (73.5%) were in the category of 6 years plus. 6 of the respondents 17.6%) were in the 3-to-6-year category, 2 were in the 2 to 3 years category (5.9%), and the lowest length of service bracket was less than one year, with 1 respondent (2.9%).

[image: ]


Respondents were also asked their gender to be able to gauge in the representation of the gender of the respondents, due to the survey category being aimed at male victims. The highest gender category was female, with 18 respondents (52.9%), the second being male with 15 respondents (44.1%) and the lowest being prefer not to say with 1 respondent (2.9%). 

[image: ]
Respondents were asked, ‘Do you believe that there is enough awareness surrounding male victims of domestic violence?’. When analysing the responses, a staggering 23 respondents (67.6%) stated ‘no’ there is not enough awareness. 6 respondents (17.6%) answered ‘yes’, they believe there is enough awareness, and lastly 5 respondents (14.7%) stated ‘maybe’. This result supports the literature review in that there is currently not enough awareness for male victims. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe that there is enough awareness surrounding male victims of domestic violence? . Number of responses: 34 responses.]
Officers were then asked in the next question, ‘Are you aware of the support services that are available to male victims of DV?’ A staggering 24 of responses (70.6) stated ‘no’. A much lower answer of ‘yes’ with 7 respondents (20.6%) follows behind, and the lowest answer of ‘maybe’ with 3 respondents (8.8%). This result clearly shows that within policing there is not enough training on what support services are available to male victims that we can offer. 
Those that answered ‘yes’ in the previous question were asked to expand on their answer by being asked which support services they were aware of, which had 10 responses. However, 3 of which stating that they are not aware of any. 6 of the responses stated, ‘Live Fear Free’, however one of the respondents stated, “the card provided to officers to give to victims is pink and states it is for females”. Only 1 out of 10 responses was aware of ‘Mankind’. 
[image: ]
Following the question of the awareness of support services for male victims of domestic abuse, the next question asked was, ‘Do you believe that there are enough support services available for male DV victims?’ The responses to this question were the highest answer with 19 respondents (55.9%) being ‘no’ and following behind with 13 respondents (38.2%) was ‘maybe’. 2 respondents (5.9%) answered ‘yes’, and 0 respondents answered ‘prefer not to say’. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Do you believe that there are enough support services available for male DV victims?. Number of responses: 34 responses.]5.9%

The next question within the survey asked if respondents agree or disagree that there is a social stigma surrounding men being victims of domestic violence. A high result of 24 respondents (73.5%) answered ‘agree’ and 7 respondents (20.6%) stated ‘strongly agree’. 2 of the respondents (5.9%) answered ‘neither agree or disagree’, and finally there were 0 responses to ‘disagree’ and ‘strongly disagree’. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: There is a social stigma surrounding male's being victims of DV. Do you: . Number of responses: 34 responses.]5.9%


Leading on from the last question, respondents were asked if they believe that due to the social stigma and effects on reputation, domestic violence is under reported by men. The highest response with 21 respondents (61.8%) was ‘agree’ and 11 respondents (32.4%) chose ‘strongly agree’.  Both ‘neither agree or disagree’ and ‘disagree’ had one response (2.9%). ‘Strongly disagree’ had 0 responses. 
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The next question asked was if officers agree or disagree that there has been a rise in domestic incidents whereby the victim is male. The highest response was ‘neither agree nor disagree’ with 20 responses (58.8%), followed by ‘agree’ with 9 responses (26.5%). 3 respondents (8.8%) stated ‘disagree, and both ‘strongly agree’ and ‘strongly disagree’ with 1 response (2.9%). 
[image: ]
Officers were asked if they believe that there is a lack of empathy for male victims from police officers. 24 of responses (70.6%) were ‘no’ and 10 responses (29.4%) being ‘yes’. There were 0 responses to ‘prefer not to say’. Respondents were also asked to expand on their chosen answer. Those that responded ‘yes’ stated that male victims present very differently to female victims and that the standard stance to take is always that the male is the perpetrator. One officer stated, “men often are less willing to engage with officers as a victim, which is possibly due to the perceived stereotypes/stigma”. Other responses stated that officers are becoming aware of male victims, but further training and knowledge is required for officers, and that the assumption held is that male victims should ‘man up’ or that it is looked upon as ‘he must have done something to cause her to snap’ or ‘he drove her to it’. Officers that responded ‘no’ stated that throughout their service they have not experienced this, and that each victim is treated fairly.

[image: ]
The last question asked within the survey was if officers believe that when attending domestic incidents with limited information, the assumption is made that the male is the perpetrator. 18 (52.9%) responded ‘agree’, followed by 9 respondents (26.5%) choosing ‘neither agree nor disagree’. 4 participants (11.8%) responded ‘disagree’, 3 (8.8%) responded ‘strongly agree’ and there were 0 responses for ‘strongly disagree’. Respondents were then asked to expand on their chosen answer. The responses stated that “due to strength/size difference between males and females, officer’s initial interpretation is of power in-balance, and have witnessed male victims being arrested. Respondents also stated, “officers have an open mind and do not assume, listen to both parties and make a decision on unconscious bias”.
[image: ]

The results analysed within this chapter have shown that within policing there is not enough awareness surrounding male victims of domestic violence and more training is required to improve officer’s knowledge and understanding. The results also showed that the police officers that took part in this survey are not aware of the support services that are currently available to male victims for them to be offered. Within the literature review, it was discussed how there is a social stigma surrounding men which can influence them reporting domestic violence, and within this survey the results have shown that officers agree with this statement and have stated that when attending domestic incidents their first assumption is that the male is the subject, not the victim. The officers that participated in the survey have stated that they believe there is not a lack of empathy from police officers to male victims, however they believe that men are still less likely to engage with officers due to the social stigma surrounding them. These results have shown that more awareness needs to be made in the future and that the social stigma surrounding men still exists. In the next chapter the researcher will be discussing any common themes are theories that have been found when conducting the qualitative data analysis and will provide a conclusion on officer’s perception of men being overlooked as victims of domestic abuse. 








5. Chapter Five: Findings and Conclusion 
Within this chapter the researcher will be reviewing any common themes and theories that have been found when conducting the quantitative data analysis. This chapter will also provide a conclusion to this research of police officer’s perception of men being overlooked as victims of domestic violence. 
The objectives set at the beginning of this study within the literature review were to research using statistics, books, websites and the creation of a survey using primary research to obtain further knowledge and learning of the following:
5. Are men overlooked as victims of domestic abuse and why? 
6. Is there a social stigma surrounding men being victims of domestic violence and does this create an impact on them reporting it to the police?
7. Is domestic violence seen as a genderised crime? 
8. Are there enough support services available for male victims of domestic abuse?  

From conducting a survey for officers within South Wales Police to complete and by carrying out other research methods, it was hoped that this study would be able to provide answers and more of an understanding on this topic. 
5.1 Research objective 1
From reviewing the findings from the secondary research that has been found throughout the study, the first objective has been achieved, which shows that men are being overlooked as victims of domestic abuse. A study conducted by (Tsui, 2010) suggested that male victims of domestic violence believed that the police, partner agencies and the courts believe the women and will always take the women’s side, never believing the males and that the police were not helpful towards them. However, within the survey that was conducted for this research, the majority of the 34 officers that participated, 70.6%, which equates to 24 participants, did not believe that this was the case and did not agree that police officers lack empathy for male victims of domestic abuse stating that “all victims are treated the same”. However, it is worth noting that 29.4%, which equates to 10 participants that are also police officers, stated that they agree there is a lack of empathy from police officers to male victims, stating that male victims are often surrounded by the assumption that they should “man up” and that the standard stance that is taken is always that the male is the perpetrator. When researching the reasons why male victims are being overlooked, the findings within the survey have shown that officers believe it is due to the social stigma surrounding them, and the amount that it is being under-reported by male victims, the assumption is often made that the aggressor is the male not the female. The findings show that there is a clear divide between most police officers and members of the public in how male victims are treated. The findings within the study also show that more training for knowledge and awareness in identifying the signs of domestic abuse in men needs to be provided to police officers, to gain more confidence in the public. 

5.2 Research objective 2 
The second objective has also been achieved using a survey completed by police officers and through the research within the literature review. Within the literature review, a study of secondary research by (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2022) stated that the social stigma surrounding men in this day and age has a reflection on them as victims, as it causes them not to tell anyone about the abuse they have suffered as they feel that they will be laughed at or not believed, causing them to feel too embarrassed to come forward. This secondary research has reflected on the primary research found through the survey conducted. Within the survey, 61.8% of participants, which equates to 21 out of the 34 that are police officers, stated that they agree that domestic violence is under reported by male victims due to the social stigma and effect on their reputation. 32.4%, which equates to 11 out of the 34 participants, stated that they strongly agree with this statement. 
5.3 Research objective 3 
The third objective has been achieved through the studying of secondary research within the literature review. Within the literature review, (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2022) suggested that due to the social stigma perceived, men are categorised as having a macho image and can defend themselves, which has a reflection on men as victims causing them to not report any abuse they have suffered due to embarrassment and believing that they will be laughed at or not believed.
5.4 Research objective 4
[bookmark: _Hlk144903203]The fourth objective has been achieved through the findings of secondary research and through the survey. Within the research found in the literature review, (Mankind, 2023) states that a third of domestic violence victims are male, with only 0.8% of refuge beds available to them. The research also showed that within safe houses in England, there are 3600 beds available for female victims of domestic violence, but only 20 available to men and some male victims having to travel 150 miles to obtain support due to there being none available where they live. Within the primary research found in the survey conducted, 19 out of the 34 respondents (55.9%) agreed with the statement that there are not enough support services available for male victims. This suggests that there is a strong lack of awareness amongst officers and that more training needs to be provided to help achieve a better understanding. 70.6%, which equates to 24 out of the 34 participants stated that they are not aware of the support services available to male victims of domestic violence, and that the support services they are aware of tend to be genderised towards women.
5.5 Conclusion & Recommendations
In conclusion, it is clear from reviewing the primary and secondary research that men are still being overlooked as victims of domestic violence in this day and do not receive the same recognition as women victims, which is causing them to believe that they are not victims. This study has also shown that there is still a stigma surrounding men being victims and more needs to be done to eliminate these stigmas. The difficulties that male victims of domestic abuse face have been discussed and addressed. Throughout this study, gaps in the existing literature have been found and emphasised. In the near future, these gaps might be further studied to improve current knowledge and raise support and awareness. The study has brought attention to the problems that already exist in the hopes that more resources would be made available to deal with the problems that male victims of domestic abuse encounter.
More awareness using campaigns needs to be created for male victims of domestic abuse. There is lots of evidence to show that the use of campaigns is affective in raising awareness of certain topics and encourage members of the public to talk about it to each other. Using campaigns could also provide male victims of domestic abuse the information that they need to seek help and support if they are not aware of what is available. As stated previously throughout this study, from findings through primary and secondary research it is clear that police officer’s need more training on male victims of domestic abuse to help improve their awareness of it and the signs that are needed to be looked out for, which would also help increase the public’s confidence in the police. If campaigns were created, school children could be shown them and educated on the topic, discussing how to communicate within a relationship and what behaviours are deemed as acceptable and not acceptable. Research within this study has shown how limited safe houses and refuge beds are available for male victims within the United Kingdom compared to women. More funding is required to help provide more safe houses and refuge beds for male victims, as statistics within the research of this study have shown that the number of male victims of domestic abuse is increasing, but the number of places of safety for them to obtain support within the United Kingdom are not. The goal of this study was to pinpoint the numerous difficulties that male victims of domestic abuse encounter while trying to disclose domestic abuse. The researcher has hope that by gaining more of an understanding as result of this study, the recommendations given in this study can be delivered to enhance the current circumstances for male victims of domestic abuse.
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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:   √   
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   


	NAME:  Cara Leigh Roberts 

	STUDENT ID No.: 2023877

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Male victims of domestic abuse: Are men overlooked as victims of domestic abuse? 

INTRODUCTION: 
I have chosen this topic as since becoming a police officer, I have learnt that there are many occasions whereby domestic abuse is portrayed as a gendered crime of the male being the perpetrator and the female being the victim. Statistics show that one in three victims of domestic abuse have been male, and when looking at the percentage of male victims failing to disclose that they are a victim, it is incredibly high at 49%. (Mankind.org, 2023) 

Research shows that support organisations have often failed to recognise domestic abuse cases whereby the male is a victim. One story provided by a victim explains that he was overlooked when attempting to seek help and support from his GP by showing marks and bruising that had been caused by physical harm, however the GP stated it was no cause for concern. (Mankind.org, 2023)

In the year ending March 2020, statistics show that there was an estimated 13.8% of males aged from 16 to 74, who have disclosed they have been a victim of domestic abuse compared to the year ending 2019, where a much lower percentage of males disclosed they have been a victim of domestic abuse at 3.6%. (Gov.uk, 2022)

When looking at those statistics it shows that men are beginning to come forward more and report domestic abuse, however (Mankind.org, 2023) state that only 4.4% of these victims are being supported by domestic abuse services which highlights how little male victims are being supported, which is why I will be researching as to why this could be and what could be done in order to change this.

By using this topic for my dissertation, I will conduct in depth research into why and how male victims of domestic abuse are often over looked and if this is one of the main causes as to why they avoid reporting it. I will also research into the social stigma that surrounds domestic abuse and why it is seen as a gendered crime. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

1. Are men overlooked as victims of domestic abuse and why? 
2. Is there a social stigma surrounding men being victims of domestic violence and does this create an impact on them reporting it to the police?
3. Is domestic violence seen as a genderised crime? 
4. Are there enough support services available for male victims of domestic abuse?  

I will be using books, statistics results, information from domestic abuse agencies, websites and articles to help me with my research. I will also create a questionnaire for participants to complete to help me with my research.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

This dissertation will investigate the lack of reporting from domestic abuse victims, especially those victims that are males. It will also investigate how male victims of domestic abuse are currently overlooked by public services and why a barrier has been created between male victims of domestic abuse and societies perceptions. Within this literature review we will be looking into the literature that already exists and identifying the gap within what is already published to determine why this is still an ongoing issue today. 

Domestic abuse has been visible for centuries. It is defined as a range of behaviours starting from emotional and verbal abuse to physical, sexual, or financial (Victim Support.org). Most domestic abuse is perpetrated by men against women however there are many cases where women are the perpetrators and men are the victims. Statistics show that one in three victims of domestic abuse are male, which is around 757,000 per year. (DAD, 2023). 
Domestic abuse is seen as a hidden crime for accurate figures as to how many victims there actually are compared to other categories of crime, as for various reasons it is not reported to the police. A debate on criminal statistics shows that only twenty seven percent of incidents were reported to the police which could be due to embarrassment, psychological blocking, fear of escalation, not being believed or guilt. (Shipway, 2004) 
Research will be conducted to establish whether there is a lack of awareness and empathy for male victims, and if there are enough support services available to those that need it. Statistics revealed that only 6% of male victims of domestic abuse are supported by local authorities, therefore this dissertation will be looking into why the percentage rate is so low and what could be done to change it. (DAD,2023) By conducting this research, I hope to raise more awareness of male victims of domestic violence and encourage those who haven’t already to speak out and get help from support agencies. Within this study I will be exploring how more recognition can be obtained and if more support services became available, would there be an increase in male victims recognising the warning signs and coming forward to receive the support and guidance. I will also explore within this research that if more support services became available to men, then would the percentage of those suffering with mental health potentially decrease.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Within this dissertation I will be using the research method of a survey which will be aimed at frontline police officers. I will be using this research method because due to my full- time job alongside completing this dissertation, I believe that this method would be more successful in having a higher number of participants as it is less time consuming and more practicable for the participants who also work full time. This dissertation is also based on a sensitive subject, so participants are more likely to feel comfortable taking part in a survey as opposed to a face-to-face interview, as the survey will be completely anonymous.  As the researcher I will be aiming to achieve around thirty participants to complete the survey, however if I go above this number then it would be beneficial for the quality of data I will be collecting. If I fail to reach the goal of thirty participants, I will advertise the survey more and leaving the survey open for longer. 
I will create the survey by using the social media platform Google, which gives you the option to create your own survey and to share a link to the participants, with the questions required to be answered. The questions within the survey will mostly be yes or no required answers but will also have Likert layout questions. A Likert question is presented with a statement and the answer option varying from strongly disagree, to strongly agree, spilt into five options with those options being; strongly disagree, disagree, neither agree nor disagree, agree, strongly agree (Smart Survey, 2023) The benefit of these type of questions will make it easier for participants to understand and complete, and is less time consuming for those taking part.
I intend on sampling my target through the social network platform Google as it is an easy straight forward way to have multiple participants in the short space of time and to gather the information needed for this dissertation. 


	
SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be intending on asking persons over the ages of 18, particularly those who also work within the police that may have an understanding on domestic abuse from studies. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Due to the sensitivity of the subject, I will make sure that all data is anonymous and will clearly state that to the participants. I will also use signposting to support services and ensure that all participants are aware that that participating is optional. As mentioned previously, some participants may be experiencing domestic violence or have done so in the past, so I will make sure that I am sensitive to that by making it clear at the outset of what the survey is based on.


	TIME SCALE:

I will firstly aim to complete and submit my research proposal and ethics form by 22nd February. Once this has been reviewed by my supervisor, I will then move on to the literature review and complete this by 8th May. The third section I will then complete is the methodology, and aim to complete this by 19th June. Once this has been completed the analysis of results will be completed by 7th August. The findings and conclusion section will be completed by 11th September, and lastly the final submission of the dissertation will be completed by 9th October. 

	REFERENCE LIST:
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Available at: Statistics on Male Victims of Domestic Abuse - (mankind.org.uk)
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[bookmark: _Hlk147313379]Mankind Initiative (2023), Helping men escape domestic abuse: Survivors stories
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7.3 Appendix Three: Ethics Form 
APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application


SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name:
	Cara Leigh Roberts

	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	
IMH

	Campus:
	
Swansea

	E-mail address:
	
2023877@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Contact Telephone Number:
	


	For students:

	Student Number:
	2023877

	Programme of Study:
	Bsc Honours Professional Policing Practice

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Samantha Mcalister Wilson



SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	Other (write in) 

	☒	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	

	☒



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	Institution
	


	Contact person name
	


	Contact person e-mail address

	

	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐





Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	Male victims of domestic abuse: Are men overlooked as victims of domestic abuse?

	Proposed start date:
	4th January 2023
	Proposed end date:
	23rd October 2023

	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	Purpose of Research Activity

I have chosen this topic as since becoming a police officer, I have learnt that there are many occasions whereby domestic abuse is portrayed as a gendered crime of the male being the perpetrator and the female being the victim. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	Research Question

Male victims of domestic abuse: Are men overlooked as victims of domestic abuse?


(this box should expand as you type)

	Aims of Research Activity
By using this topic for my dissertation, I will conduct in depth research into why and how male victims of domestic abuse are often over looked and if this is one of the main causes as to why they avoid reporting it. I will also research into the social stigma that surrounds domestic abuse and why it is seen as a gendered crime. 

I feel that there is a gap in why the percentage of report rates is still low at this current day and age and I feel that this is the need for the research to be conducted. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	Objectives of Research Activity
1. Are men overlooked as victims of domestic abuse and why? 
2. Is there a social stigma surrounding men being victims of domestic violence and does this create an impact on them reporting it to the police?
3. Is domestic violence seen as a genderised crime? 
4. Are there enough support services available for male victims of domestic abuse?  


(this box should expand as you type)

	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	
I will be gathering my research by obtaining information from online websites to find out how there has been a failure in the support and recognition male victims receive and the reasons behind the failure. I will also be using the internet to find out what charities are available throughout the United Kingdom which have been created specifically for male victims of domestic abuse. 

I will also be using books to explore information on the history of domestic abuse aimed at males and the reason as to why they may be overlooked as victims.

For my research I will produce a questionnaire which I will ask around thirty participants to provide their knowledge on domestic abuse and their opinion on the social stigma surrounding male victims.


(this box should expand as you type)

	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	Neath

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research activity outside of the UK
If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	
N/A

(this box should expand as you type)


	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	YES
	☐

	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)


SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	Use of interviews?
	☐
	☒

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☒

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☒

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☐
	☒

	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☒
	☐

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☒

	Other – please indicate here:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	How many participants are expected?

	
30

(this box should expand as you type)

	Who will the participants be?

	
Fellow colleagues

(this box should expand as you type)

	How will you identify the participants
	Work


(this box should expand as you type)


	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☒

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	
No written consent required for those over aged 18

(this box should expand as you type)



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	No
	☒

	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	Risk to Participant:

No risks 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant



(this box should expand as you type)

	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	Risk to Investigator:

No risks 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:



(this box should expand as you type)

	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	Risk to University:

No risks 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:



(this box should expand as you type)



	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☐
	☒



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	

What happens to the research and the results of it once complete, and a copy of the questionnaire if they would like one.
(this box should expand as you type)

	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
As participants are over 18 by starting the questionnaire they are giving their consent to participate. They will be told that they can end and leave the questionnaire whenever they would like to if required.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	No personal details will be taken from participants.


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	☐
	⊠

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
⊠

	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)


	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
Put measures in place to prevent any unauthorised access by using a strong password 
(this box should expand as you type)

	All Data Storage

	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
Myself only

(this box should expand as you type)

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
Myself only

(this box should expand as you type)

	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
The data will be stored on my work laptop which will only be kept on there until the project is completed and will then be deleted. The data will be protected by using strong passwords to prevent any unauthorised access.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐

	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐



SECTION K: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	Signature of applicant:
	C.Roberts
	Date: 30/01/2023




For STUDENT Submissions:
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☐
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

	☒

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration
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Please state your gender

Please state your age bracket

Please state your length of service 

Do you believe that there is enough awareness surrounding male victims of domestic violence? 

Do you believe that there are enough support services available for male DV victims?

Are you aware of the support services that are available to male victims of DV?

Please state which support services you are aware of. 

There is a social stigma surrounding male's being victims of DV. Do you: 

DV is under reported by male victims due to the social stigma & effect on their reputation. Do you: 

There has been a rise in DV incidents attended whereby the victim is male. Do you: 

Do you believe that there is a lack of empathy for male DV victims from police officers?

Please explain why you have chosen the above answer.

When attending DV incidents with limited information, the assumption is made that the male is the perpetrator. Do you: 

Please explain why you have chosen the above answer.

Male

30 to 40 years old

3 to 6 years

No

No

No

Strongly agree

Strongly agree

Strongly disagree

Yes

Strongly agree

Male

40 plus

6 years plus

Yes

Yes

Yes

Neither agree or disagree

Neither agree or disagree

Neither agree or disagree

No

All victims treated the same 

Agree

statistically that is correct

Male

30 to 40 years old

6 years plus

No

No

No

Strongly agree

Strongly agree

Neither agree or disagree

Yes

Often, when the DV victim is a male, its is looked upon as "he must have done something to cause her to snap" or "he drove her to it" etc - 

Agree

Because of the under reported DV matters by males, the amount of services available to female victims of DV, the social stigma as well as portrayal of DV in the media etc, people make the assumption that the aggressor is the male

Male

25 to 30 years old

3 to 6 years

No

Maybe

No

I know live fear free is open to males and females however their card Police officers are provided is pink and says for females?

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

No because more often than not the female is the victim so officers may be more aware of the concerns because male victims are les frequent. 

Neither agree or disagree

Male

40 plus

6 years plus

No

No

No

Agree

Agree

Agree

No

The focus and messages is strongly centred on VAWG, but Police do take all reports seriously.

Disagree

Most officers have an open mind and dont assume

Male

40 plus

6 years plus

Yes

No

No

Agree

Strongly agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

During my 22yr service I have not experienced this.

Strongly agree

A significant amount of domestic abuse reports are complaint and counter complaint with often both parties having supporting evidence such as injuries. In my experience it is often the male that is arrested in the first instance, prior to any further investigation as it is considered that he is the more likely perpetrator.

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

Yes

No

Yes

The Dyn Project Live Fear Free. 

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Yes

Neither agree or disagree

Male

40 plus

6 years plus

No

No

No

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

From reviewing BWV.

Agree

Because the majority of offenders are male.

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

No

No

No

NOT AWARE OF ANY 

Strongly agree

Strongly agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

WE ARE IMPARTIAL AND THERE ARE 2 SIDES TO AN INCIDENT

Neither agree or disagree

LISTEN TO BOTH PARTIES AND DEPENDS ON INJURIES 

Male

40 plus

6 years plus

No

Maybe

No

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Yes

The assumption - not held by me - is that male victims should "man up"

Agree

The majority of DVA incidents attended support the fact that the male is usually the perpetrator

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

No

No

No

Agree

Agree

Agree

No

There is recently a rise in female suspects being arrested for DV incidents therefore Officers are taking positive action.  

Agree

Due to the information of high percentage of victims of DV are female.  

Male

40 plus

6 years plus

Yes

Maybe

No

Agree

Agree

Agree

No

once the call has been reported and logged then the gender of the victim would be irrelevant  

Agree

Males don't tend to report as frequently as females.

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

No

Maybe

Yes

Dyn project and locally Assia DV services. 

Agree

Agree

Agree

No

From what i have seen i believe officers treat them fairly

Agree

It is predominantly the case howewver the officers need to use the information they are passed about the call, local knowledge and whats held on niche

Female

30 to 40 years old

6 years plus

Yes

No

Maybe

Agree

Agree

Agree

No

Agree

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

No

Maybe

No

Agree

Strongly agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

I think there is a lack of empathy in general not just towards males, as we deal with so many DV cases where the victim regardless of gender makes it really hard for the police to pursue. 

Neither agree or disagree

DV is not always partner v partner we do get DV when it is other family members

Male

30 to 40 years old

6 years plus

No

No

No

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Yes

I think this boils down to the social stigma around it, and the bravado about a male victim not actually wanting to admit he is a victim of DV

Agree

As this is the normal situation, on the occasions that there is an allegation of female on male DV, there have been instances where this in itself has been a controlling DA tactic used by male perpetrators, and genuine male victims are more reluctant to come forward out of shame of being controlled, sometime violently by a female partner.

Female

19 to 25 years old

Less than 1 year

No

No

No

Live Fear Free

Strongly agree

Strongly agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

I don't believe there is a lack of sympathy when a male victim is identified, I believe men and women victims are treated the same, given the same support, offered the same options etc. 

Agree

I think it can be easy to make the assumption that the female is the victim and the male is the perpetrator. We must listen  to both accounts equally before making a decision based on unconscious bias.

Prefer not to say

30 to 40 years old

6 years plus

No

No

No

Strongly agree

Strongly agree

Disagree

Yes

I have witnessed officers say things like 'What's he done then?' or 'He probably deserved it' I have also seen officers say to Male Victims: 'Why are you reporting this'.  

Agree

I have seen these assumptions and I have witnessed male victims being arrested. 

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

No

Maybe

No

Agree

Agree

Agree

No

Disagree

Female

25 to 30 years old

1 to 3 years

No

No

Yes

mankind

Agree

Disagree

Strongly agree

No

All victims of domestic abuse should be treated the same, positive action to be taken on all Domestic violence cases 

Disagree

Without full knowledge there is no reason to assume who the perpetrator is 

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

Maybe

Yes

Maybe

Neither agree or disagree

Agree

Agree

No

Neither agree or disagree

Female

25 to 30 years old

6 years plus

No

No

No

Agree

Strongly agree

Neither agree or disagree

Yes

Agree

Female

30 to 40 years old

3 to 6 years

Maybe

Maybe

No

Agree

Agree

Disagree

No

Agree

Male

19 to 25 years old

3 to 6 years

Maybe

Maybe

Maybe

Agree

Strongly agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

Neither agree or disagree

Male

40 plus

6 years plus

No

Maybe

Yes

IDVA, MARAC, Pontypridd Safety Unit, Fire service referrals, community safety referrals, Adult Services, Children services, Education Services and housing. All of these are supportive of the victim, their location and children.

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

Speaking only from personal experience as an officer attending DVA incidents and having been a victim of DVA I see no disparity between how male and female victims are treated by first attenders.

Agree

Statistics back it up.

Female

25 to 30 years old

1 to 3 years

No

No

No

Not aware

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Yes

More and more officers are becoming aware of male victims but we aren't quite yet where we need to be. 

Neither agree or disagree

Unconsciously the assumption is often made that the perpetrator is the male before arriving at an incident. However this does not mean that we would take this assumption any further than just an initial feeling. All facts are considered before any action is taken (separation, arrest etc) and if the facts point to the female being responsible the female will be dealt with appropriately. 

Male

40 plus

6 years plus

No

Maybe

No

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

Yes

The standard stance to take is always the male is the perpetrator 

Agree

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

Yes

Maybe

No

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

Neither agree or disagree

Male

30 to 40 years old

6 years plus

No

No

No

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

Neither agree or disagree

only go on facts

Male

30 to 40 years old

6 years plus

No

Maybe

Yes

new pathways and ISVA

Strongly agree

Strongly agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

I have never seen a lack of empathy from police officers relating to male victims, each victim is taken on their own merit. 

Agree

It would most likely be the male on the balance of probability however officers listen to the information provided at the time.  

Female

25 to 30 years old

3 to 6 years

Maybe

No

No

Agree

Agree

Disagree

No

Officers should be impartial and fair. Empathy should not be based on a persons gender but on the situation

Agree

The majority of calls I have attended in the last 5 years, females are generally the victim's. Therefore my assumption that the female is the victim is more often than not. This is not to say that I would act any differently should the victim be a male. However I do not feel I know enough information about help for male DV victims and would not be able to signpost them to agencies unless I googled it on the spot

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

Maybe

No

No

Agree

Agree

Agree

No

Most officers know that females can be just as violent and manipulative as males. 

Disagree

As per previous answer , anyone can be a victim or a perpetrator. In addition, officers also don't assume the DV incident involves straight couples so the incident could involve 2 males or none.

Female

40 plus

6 years plus

No

No

No

Agree

Agree

Neither agree or disagree

No

Agree

Previous experience where the majority of the calls are female victims

Female

30 to 40 years old

3 to 6 years

No

Maybe

Yes

DART- Live fear free helpline-

Strongly agree

Strongly agree

Agree

Yes

Male DV victims present very differently to female victims. Men are often are less willing to engage with officers as a victim. Possibly due to the perceived stereotypes/stigma 

Strongly agree

Males are usually less willing to engage which which can be interpreted as evasive behaviour. Also Due to strength /size difference between males and females - officers initial interpretation of Power in-balance
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