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Shwmae and welcome
My name is Michelle Jarrett student number 2125217. I am going to be discussing module ECEY4004 Multilingualism, Multi thinking.
What is Multilingualism? “Multilingualism can be defined as the ability of societies, institutions, groups and individuals to engage on a regular basis, with more than one language in their day-to-day lives.” Science direct (2023). Multilingualism, the ability to speak multiple languages, offers a wide array of benefits, both cognitively and socially. Incorporating multilingualism into educational settings can have numerous positive effects on student’s cognitive development, academic achievement, and overall cultural awareness. Gov.wales (ND) advises parents and carers that “By choosing Welsh-medium education, you will be giving your child an additional life skill - the ability to communicate in two languages, both spoken and written. Studies show that people who are bilingual find it easier to learn other languages.” Having the ability to speak more than one language can open opportunities for wider social circles and being able to speak to peers that one language may limit them to. Baker and Wright (2021 p. 344) discuss the academic successes that can be achieved by multilingual speakers and that “students acquire deep academic proficiency and cognitive understanding through their first language to compete successfully with native speakers of the second language”. The knowledge of two languages allows for children to develop further on an educational level and within the home environment. School settings apply multilingualism through various programs, to help students develop proficiency in multiple languages, promote cultural understanding, and enhance success. These approaches contribute to creating well-rounded, globally aware students, prepared for success in an interconnected world. Guidance on the new curriculum from HWB (2023) advises how Welsh should be entwined into lessons each day to promote the use of the everyday Welsh language and to allow learners to become bilingual or in some cases multilingual .
Welsh as an additional language in schools plays a crucial role in preserving the language, promoting cultural identity, and providing students with the advantages of bilingualism. Welsh is a key part of Wales’ cultural identity. Teaching Welsh in schools helps preserve this important aspect of Welsh heritage and history. Welsh is one of the official languages of Wales, alongside English, used in government, media, and daily life, making it essential to have proficiency in both languages.
The Welsh Language(Wales) Measure 2011 reported by the Welsh Government (2021)requires local authorities to promote and facilitate the use of Welsh. This includes education, where schools are encouraged to offer Welsh-medium education. Welsh Medium Education (WME) the primary language of teaching is Welsh. This means that subjects such as maths, science, and history are taught in Welsh .WME provides students with the opportunity to become fully bilingual and fluent in both Welsh and English. In areas where Welsh is not the primary language, schools may offer Welsh language learning as part of the curriculum. Teaching Welsh in schools helps preserve the language for future generations. It ensures that Welsh traditions, literature, and history are passed down. It may also foster a sense of pride and identity among Welsh-speaking communities. Proficiency in Welsh can open unique career opportunities in Wales. Many jobs in government, education, media, and cultural sectors require knowledge of Welsh. Bilingualism is also an asset in a globalised job market, as it demonstrates adaptability and cross-cultural communication skills.
Some settings may face challenges in finding qualified Welsh language teachers or appropriate learning materials. The Welsh government (2023) claimed that by 2050 Wales would have one million Welsh speakers and vowed to put 3.8 million pounds in to Welsh medium provisions to support reaching this target. But as Wightwick (2023) reports “A teacher shortage threatens to derail the Welsh Government’s target of one million Welsh speakers by 2050”. This opinion is further supported by Issa and Hatt (2013 p109-112) where concerns are raised about the level of embedding of language and culture is taken within a setting and that often displays are quickly put up or religious days are recognised with little or no input from the children. Solutions to this include offering professional development for teachers, sharing resources between schools, and collaborating with other organisations. In areas where Welsh is not widely spoken, there may be less interest in learning the language. Schools can raise awareness about the importance of Welsh language and culture, organise cultural events, and create engaging, interactive learning experiences. Schools can offer support for students learning Welsh as an additional language, provide inclusive learning environments, and celebrate diversity. Through Welsh Government research Jones and Bhatt (2021 p.8) found that some groups of children particularly Black and Ethnic Minority groups who have neither Welsh or English as a first language are likely to need additional support and that attention should also be paid to their backgrounds. Welsh as an additional language in schools plays a vital role in preserving Welsh. By supporting Welsh language education, schools help ensure the continued heritage of the language and its importance in Welsh society.
Having the skill of being bilingual or multilingual can bring with it the opportunity of further brain development and divergent thinking. Edutopia (2015) discusses through case studies the benefits of children being multilingual and the way having two different languages strengthens cognitive ability. Being bilingual can open parts of the brain that may be dormant and the more we use the language then pathways are developed, and the level of intellect is raised. Bialystok further discusses at the University of Reading (2015) That all experiences can help shape the brain and that multilingualism  can change and improve cognitive development across the life span and through research has proven that it can delay the symptoms of Dementia in older age. Bialystok has also found evidence that neuroplasticity is evident in the multilingual brain as new connections are being made within the brain when applying additional language. Robinson (2016) discusses divergent thinking and that children from a young age are much more able to become a divergent thinker, this then lending the idea that if we can expose children to more than one language in their early years, not only is this a positive experience for cognitive developmental steps but we are also developing divergent thinkers, ones that have more ideas and think of multiple answers to a question, children that have well developed problem solving skills and enhanced adaptability, Robinson (2016).
The new curriculum in Wales uses the four purposes to include Welsh in all areas of learning, HWB(2020) advises that by allowing Welsh to be used across the curriculum children will become multilingual, able to use Welsh, English and at least one international language, they will develop an openness to curiosity about languages and cultures of the world ,children will foster an enjoyment to learning languages, by having a firm foundation in Welsh and English to build on when learning other languages, learning Welsh is not just about learning to speak Welsh but also becoming knowledgeable about the diversity of local, national, international and cultural heritage, settings should allow children to develop their own sense of  identity within their locality, Wales and the wider world. Hwb (2020) continues to remind us that whether learners and their families have been born in Wales or not. Allowing them to develop an understanding of the culture and identity of those around them, will develop mutual respect and an appreciation of literature, inspired by writers and creators of Wales and the wider world. The Welsh Language Development document from the Welsh Assembly Government(WAG) (ND)provides practitioners with much guidance on how to introduce Welsh as a second language and as you will have heard from my activity, the early years benefits from songs and rhymes as advised within the document and the mirroring of the language as well as incidental Welsh. The WAG document continues to guide practitioners with advice on introducing Welsh in the early years and they state that “As a first step children should hear Welsh through incidental Welsh and Welsh rhymes, songs, commands, greetings, and simple stories in informal play situations”. This is again reflected in my activity.
 UNICEF Rights of a Child (2016) feeds into the Welsh Curriculum to ensure that the rights of children are being met in Wales and in particular, “Article 7 birth registration, name, nationality, care” making sure that we allow children to not only explore the Welsh culture but also one of whatever their home culture may be. ”Article 30 children from minority or indigenous groups” this article is again ensuring that the opportunity is provided to allow children to learn and explore their own culture where ever in the world they may settle. Within the early years culture can be brought in through nursery rhymes, Art, music, and celebration of national days. Lindon (2019) advises that through play in Nursey or Playgroup children can become acquainted with cultures that they are not so familiar with from the family home.
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