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Enhancing children’s language development through storytelling.

Introduction
Storytelling is a fantastic way to allow children to learn and develop skills across the entire curriculum. Allowing children to increase their imagination along with increased memory (Early Impact, 2025). Curiosity runs through all children and is one of the main roots of learning, storytelling will increase curiosity and encourage learning (Red Apple Reading, 2021). Whilst children are being told a story it will boost their vocabulary, children absorb words during infancy and as they grow, while hearing new words whist story telling children learn to associate the words with their meaning making it easier for children to understand, allowing children to have a wider vocabulary will enable them to express themselves more clearly (A B Motivation, 2023). Digital literacy or digital competence is as important in the twenty-first century as literacy and numeracy, children need to be able to digitally competent, digital knowledge allows children to safe and empowered in a world that is increasingly digitally (unicef, 2025). Reading to children is not just for when they are born, according to (Heger,2025) reading to a child when they are in the womb can relax them leading to a slower heart rate, reading allows the child to become familiar with their mother's voice. 
There are growing concerns that children are starting settings with poor literacy and language skills there are now 1.9 million children in the UK struggling with language and literacy skills, children with speech and language delays a lot of the time are not widely spoken about and are not given the help they need, their struggles can be seen as disruptive  behaviour as they are not given the correct tools to help them learn (Speech and language UK: Changing young lives, 2024). 
Props and Puppets
[bookmark: _Int_hWl9y2iF]Props and puppets can be an important part of storytelling but should only be used when linked to an activity, for example if you are telling the story of three little pigs it would be appropriate to include puppets of the pigs, this will enhance the storytelling encouraging children to listen and focus on the storytelling. Using puppets can increase children’s vocabulary as they hear words and start to learn new words and connect them to the visuals and movements of the puppets. (Puppets, Plays and Story Days, 2025). Puppets make stories more interactive instead of children just having to listen to the story puppets encourage children to move around and speak (Mcllroy, 2024). Stevens (2021) agree with this they state story sacks including puppets can have a positive impact on a child’s literacy skills, and language skills. Stadler (2010) whist doing a study on children and storytelling found that props have a positive effect on enhancing children’s descriptive language and literacy skills. 
Using puppets encourages children to get involved in the storytelling, instead of sitting with a book and reading to children it is important to allow them to be involved, children learn more through engaging, asking the children what the puppets are doing, what should they do next? As well as allowing the children to use the puppets to express their own emotions, doing this will encourage positive well-being for children, and increase a happy mindset (Brun, 2019). 
Props and puppets can be especially good for children with learning difficulties, if children do not have the language skills to communicate verbally puppets can help them express themselves and be involved with the storytelling. Allowing children with learning difficulties to express themselves through puppets can have a positive effect on their well-being, allowing them to feel part of the story, increasing their knowledge of the story using puppets can help them understand more (Early years SEND Inclusion Team, 2025). 
Rhymes
[bookmark: _Int_SCe572C6]Most children's books have rhymes in them, as well as in books rhymes can become part of our days and slot into our routines it is easy for a nursery rhyme to become a transitional tool rather than a planned part of our day (National Literacy Trust,2024). Rhyming can promote language for children (Kay, 2024) says that as well as promoting language skills rhyming can increase children’s phonological awareness enabling them to understand that words consist of smaller units such as syllables and rhyming endings, Rhymes can be spoken, chanted, or sung allowing multiple ways for rhymes to be communicated. Rhymes are an excellent way to boost memory, rhymes are normally catchy and will allow children to memorize them (Kiraly et al, 2017) Allowing children to learn the skill of memorising will help them as an adult, memorising is not only hearing but can also be used when following instructions, this will help as a child grows and is given instructions to follow (Sheffield's Children’s NHS, 2025). Although Rhyming is great for children, some rhymes are not grammatically correct, this can cause confusion with children while trying to develop their literacy skills. 
Children who are hard of hearing will not get the experience of hearing rhyming, research shows that children who are read to from an early age are more likely to become readers as adults, as they have developed the skills (Book Trust: Getting Children Reading, 2025). Children who are deaf or who have a hearing impairment have the same storytelling interactions if not more at an early age it is important for their language and literacy development, according to Wright et al, (2021) research shows that parental involvement and early interventions show a higher level of ongoing development for deaf or hard of hearing children. British sign language should be incorporated into storytelling for those who need it allowing children to being to build an understanding of traditions within British deaf communities (National Deaf Children's Society, 2025). 
Digital literacy
[bookmark: _Int_aZuSRdWO]Digital literacy is the way in which we can find, evaluate, and communicate using digital media. Story telling has changed over the years, the way we tell children stories is different now there are more ways than just reading a story to children. We are now able to use technology to tell stories this is important in the 21st century and all children are having to learn new skills to keep up to date, this is important as technology is increasing every year and children will now grow up with technology getting used more. According to Giannikas (2023) Storytelling digitally is proving to enhance the way children are told stories, enabling them to learn beyond the traditional way of storytelling, iPad and electronic devices are being used increasingly in schools as ways for children to learn, because of this children are starting to struggle with their writing skills (Brains, 2018). Digital literacy can be used to children’s advantage and is not always a bad thing, teaching children how to safely use technology should be a focus until they understand the dangers and the worries, technology should only be used at the correct age, and when using it should follow guidelines on what ages are appropriate for certain technologies. Being digitally competent could open opportunities for children as they grow up, job vacancies may depend on how knowledgeable their technology skills are (Unicef, 2025). Digital storytelling can be more visually interesting for children, having moving pictures on the screen has been proven to attract the attention of children, BBC (2013) state children would rather read words of a computer than read them from a paper book, those who surveyed 52% preferred to read on a screen compared to 32% who would prefer to read from printed paper. In 2013 from a survey taken by the BBC 92% said they had access to a computer and 77% said they had their own computer, given that was 12 years ago the statistics are a lot higher now. 
Incorporating sound effects into your digital story telling can positively affect the way children understand the story you are telling, for example if you are telling the story of the three little pigs it would be beneficial to have a sound of pigs in the backgound do that the children can hear the noise and be able to identify the picture of the pigs with the words and sounds ( twinkl, 2024). 

Repetition
Repetition is great for children; it allows children to pronounce words correctly and as they get older it can help them understand sentence structure. Babies' and toddlers' brains need repetition to learn and thrive, repetition can increase children’s confidence and strengthen the connections in their brains that help them learn ( Sheffield's Children’s NHS, 2025) Repetition allows children’s brains to repeat words which then allows them to understand what it means and how it sounds, as much as it helps English spoken children it can also help children who are learning a new language repetition allows your brain listen to the words over and over again, gaining a understanding of the word and what it means ( Queensland Government, 2025). Children will benefit from hearing as many words as possible, as well as repetition emphasizing certain words you use a lot or words you notice children taking interest in, for example if you have a dog in the house and you use the word dog a lot it will help if you emphasis the word as this will help children acknowledge what you are saying and they will be able to put the word to the object New pathways are created and strengthened in the brain each time a child hears, sees, does or says something therefore the more times something is repeated the higher the chance the child will remember it and add to their vocabulary (BBC, 2025). 

Conclusion 
In conclusion storytelling has a massive impact on children's language and literacy development and can be positively delivered to children in diverse ways. Rhyming allows children to increase their language development and phonological awareness, these two skills are essential for all children to learn. Repetition affects children’s language and literacy development as it gives them a deeper meaning and understanding behind the language used. Using puppets and props during story time is a fantastic way to allow children to connect with the storytelling, encouraging them to learn new language and develop their literacy skills as well as making storytelling fun and interactive. Allowing children to get involved with increasing their concentration levels as they are enjoying what they are learning. Allowing children to memorize the story after telling it multiple times will allow children to remember familiar words by adding these new words to their vocabulary. Digital literacy is key to children in the 21st century as they will need the skills they learn as children throughout their lives enabling them to achieve more as adults. Making sure that children are using digital literacy safely and effectively. Both normal storytelling and digital storytelling need to be adapted for children who have learning difficulties or hard of hearing, making sure everyone is included and gets the same learning opportunities to develop. 
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