





Stages of observation

Plan observation
T Conduct
® Record
Analyse/Reflect

v Action Plan

According to Tilstone ‘Observational techniques are of little value in themselves, the
interpretation of the recorded, factual information is essential’

What does this mean?
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Range of indicators
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What are we looking at/for when doing observations?

Patterns of communication verbal/non-verbal. Language development, physical skills
in communication e.g. able to use a pen

Time spent on task, distractions

Motivation - confidence, enthusiasm,

Social development - behaviour

Emotional development

Academic development - cognitive skills
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1Xtr3RKjGc
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What is an Aim?




What is

Your ai




Examples

What do | want to find out or to know about
this child?

(development, behaviour, resources,
procedures)

/| would like to determine how well the child
can use a Scissors
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Homework Discussion and

Responses

Aims Activity 1 Sheet

What do you think about the first list of
aims?

Would you know exactly what you are meant
to be observing?

What do you think about the second list?

Are they any better? Why/why not?

Could the aims in the second list be
improved? If so, how?

Focus on Clear Aims

In pairs, read through this first set of aims:

® 10 observe a child playing

® to observe and understand play and the different aspects
® 10 observe social and emotional skills

® Lo observe a child with particular needs

® to observe a child's physical development.

in your opinicn, how specific are these aims?
Would you be able to carry out an observation/assessment from these?

. 2
Is there any room for improvement?
Now read through the second set of aims

® my aim is to observe a child aged 3 years 4 months playing in the indoor sand tray
® my aim is to observe the social development of a child aged 2 years 6 months during circle time

e my aim is to observe the emotional development of a child aged 1 year 8 months when being left
by mum at nursery

® my aim is to observe a child aged 3 years 2 months who has difficulty walking

® my aim is to observe a child aged 3 years 11 months using fine manipulative skills while cutting
with a pair of scissors

® my aim is to observe the foot and eye co-ordination of a child aged 2 years 10 months while
kicking a football outside in the garden.

n your opinion, how specific are these aims?

Would you be able to carry out an observation/assessment from these?

Is there any room for improvement?
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omework Discussion and
esponses
Which Imaz

Read through the aims on this page and match them to the observation graph

A. My aim is to observe Patrick, aged 6 months, during a one-to-one
I I I at ‘ e S session with his carer to see how well he can sit when being
N supported.
[} 2
I \ I I I l @ . My aim is to observe Akshay, aged 3 years 10 months, for his social

and emotional development stage during a guiet moment in the
book corner.

. My aim is to observe Patty, aged 8 months, coming into nursery and
saying goodbye to her mum to see how she copes.

. My aim is to observe Gareth, aged 2 years 3 months, at the colouring
table and to see how well his manipulative skills are progressing
through watching him use a pencil.

L}
I I I l a . e . My aim is to observe Jamila. aged 4 years, and to find out if she is

able to recall and match shapes and cofours.
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My aim is to observe Mark, aged 18 months, during outside play to
see if he is able to climb up and down four steps.
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A Practical Guide te Teaching Cnild Observatin a1d Assassment Tutor Support Pack & Linda Catan, Nalson Thomes Ltd, 2005




Board Plan 9.1

Tailor-make them to suit what
you need to find out, i.e. do not
write the aim 'to observe a child

Do not generalise.
g with a particular need'.

The: clenrer the dim, the bether Think about what particular need

the observation/assessment. the child has, i.e. is it a physical

The better the observation/ need (impaired hearing or
assessment the better our mobility), special educational need,
undersfand;ng of the child. emotional need etc. Observe them

doing what exactly?
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The difference between an aim and
objective










NAME OF OBSERVER: A.n. Other NAME OF CHILD: )

DATE OF OBSERVATION: 2506.04

EXACT AGE OF CHILD: Three years and flve months

Example Of Front GENDER: Female
S h e et Layo u t TIME OBSERVATION STARTED: 10:000.v.

-«

TIME OBSERVATION FINISHED: 10:100.m.

Part | The observation process

METHOD USED: written (or narrative)
NUMBER OF CHILDREN: =z NUMBER OF ADULTS: 1

AIM OF OBSERVATION: toobserve a child aged three years
and five menths playing in the woter tray, focusing on puysical

development.

OBJECTIVE: Ty assess)'s hand-eye coovdimation and comment on
whetier she has developed hand domlnance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF OBSERVATION SETTING:

) s playing with two cther children at the water tray. The tray is in the
naessy play area of the pre-schoot room of a day wursery. Theve is one
adult with the children.

OBSERVATION VERIFIED BY: A Person




