
Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. (2000 words)

This essay will be centred on travelling criminality and how the road network has become a use for criminal activity, it will also look at how police intercept and utilise technology such as intelligence systems to combat this problem. This essay will also look at what other duties and responsibilities are covered on the road network, who else is involved, and what methods are used to investigate and combat crime on Britain’s roads. The essay will cover in some detail some of the types of crimes, which are committed, and how these cause concerns for policing. 

As stated by the department for transport an efficient road network is essential to a thriving economy. Nearly 80% of domestic freight in the UK is transported by road. Unfortunately, what works for commerce also works for criminals. Whether it is the illegal trafficking of people, drugs or other contraband, criminals in the furtherance of their socially damaging enterprises will use the road network. Offenders will use the road network to facilitate the commission of crimes including smuggling and cargo theft, county lines exploitation, facilitating burglary and crimes of violence (DFT, 2020). For example, organised crime groups (OCG’s) utilise Britain’s vast road networks to carry out criminality and travel to commit crime. The road network is a prime example of how these criminals carry out their activities, crimes such as dealings in stolen goods, trafficking persons across the country and drug dealings. A figure released stated that in 2017 alone there was a 35% increase in modern slavery and human trafficking victims referred to the national referral mechanism (Crimestoppers, 2018).  With such figures being reported as above, it serves as a reminder at the impact and strain placed on police services and other services alike across the UK, in 2017 2,503 drug misuse deaths were reported showing the severity of such crimes and criminality happening (Crimestoppers, 2018)

Serious and organised crime groups use various modes of transport and a range of tactics to operate undetected, in 2017 figures released showed that in terms of the mode of transport being used by county lines groups, 67% of forces (29) reported use of rail, 51% of forces (22) reported use of hire vehicles, 42% (18) reported owned vehicles being used and 33% (14) reported use of taxis. Two forces reported the use of stolen cars, and one reported the use of a coach. Four forces also reported that the use of hire cars was increasing (national crime agency, 2017). As travelling criminality increases, police forces across use the UK seek to disrupt and intercept criminals such as the above by utilising technology available to them. By policing roads effectively benefits the whole police force. Almost every type of criminal uses the road network in some way, whether as a means of travel to commit crime or while committing crime. This criminal behaviour can be disrupted by taking away their means of travel as detailed in a report by the national police chief’s council (npcc, 2007).

A piece of technology often used in aid of tackling the above issues is a system called Automatic Number Plate Recognition, also known as ANPR. The above system is a vital tool used day to day by police forces across the UK. ANPR is an effective way of identifying vehicles and matching them against predetermined indices or flags. It is a proactive policing tool for response policing and investigations, which can prevent crime by targeting criminals through their use of the roads (college of policing, 2013).

The above system is utilised across all UK police forces and is a shared system which can be accessed by police officers trained in using it. It automatically reads vehicle registration marks (VRMs), allowing these details to be compared against database records provides a tactical option to disrupt, prevent and detect criminal activity and, by doing so, helps to increase public confidence. It identifies a vehicle of interest based on the number plate it is displaying, but such identification should not replace thorough investigative enquiries and officer discretion (college of policing, 2013).

The ANPR system is linked to cameras across the UK and gathers data on vehicles travelling across the road networks throughout the UK. A record for all vehicles passing by a camera is stored, including those for vehicles that are not known to be of interest at the time of the read. At present ANPR cameras nationally, submit on average around 60 million ANPR ‘read’ records to national ANPR systems daily (police.uk 2018). This information can help police forces across the UK act on information passed to them and in turn help combat travelling criminality, Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology is used to help detect, deter, and disrupt criminality at a local, force, regional and national level, including tackling traveling criminals. Organised Crime Groups and terrorists. ANPR provides lines of enquiry and evidence in the investigation of crime and is used by LEA throughout England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland (npcc, 2020). ANPR can help UK police forces by analysing the environment plays an important part in crime data development. Most offending behaviour is concentrated within certain, small geographic areas. This can lead to the development of a trigger plan, such as an arrest plan. Stopping a target vehicle may be possible to prevent a crime being committed (college of policing, 2021).

Furthermore, ANPR systems can be used to help investigate crime and gather information and intelligence for roads policing officers to work off and help bring offenders to justice, ANPR can notify roads policing officers when a vehicle of interest enters a force area. This information is brought to the attention of officers through the ANPR system when a marker has been placed on a vehicle of interest, an action (ACT) report may include the requirement to STOP the vehicle or ASSESS where the action should be determined, based on the information within the report and the circumstances relevant at the time (college of policing, 2013). Once police carry out these stops on vehicles, they can determine weather the ACT marker needs to remain or can be taken off, this is done by proactively stopping vehicles and investigating the persons and circumstances of where the vehicle is going at the time. If required police officers can submit further intelligence to go against the vehicle and or person in question.

Police forces have a range of powers they can use whilst investigating and disrupting travelling criminality, ANPR systems can notify roads policing officers to road offences being committed on UK roads such as, 143 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 vehicles driven without insurance (legislation.gov.uk, 2022). These vehicles can then be stopped under section 163 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 and questioned around the above offence (legislation.gov.uk, 2022).If it transpires that the vehicle in question is being driven illegally, these vehicles can then be taken off the road and seized under 165A of the Road Traffic Act 1988 this is power to seize vehicles driven without licence or insurance (legislation.gov.uk, 2022).  By utilising the above powers police and proactively disrupt offences of this nature being carried out on UK roads, a figure released by the DVLA showed that in 2017 118,698 people were caught driving without insurance on UK roads (rac.co.uk, 2019).

Other useful powers which UK police forces can deploy are Section 45 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 which allows the police to seize criminal assets, including vehicles that are subject to a restraint order where it is necessary to prevent the vehicle’s removal from England and Wales (college of policing, 2013), this power alone can cause great disruption to travelling criminals. Serious and organised crime groups are known for using UK roads for transporting goods and assets between locations as they expand on their areas. Police can then use other powers then for example, Section 19 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) (college of policing, 2013) this gives police general powers of seizure to help seize items of relevance to help prosecute and bring offenders to justice. Serious and organised crime groups are also known to be involved in human trafficking and child sexual exploitation criminal activities, police can utilise powers such as Section 25d of the Immigration Act 1971 this provides that a senior officer or a constable may detain a relevant ship, aircraft or vehicle if a person has been arrested for an offence under section 25, 25A or 25B of the Immigration Act 1971 (college of policing, 2013).

The above powers can all be utilised with the help of ANPR, and the information and intelligence provided and captured by police forces across the UK, by proactively gathering information and intelligence and placing the relevant ACT markers on vehicles of interest it can help police proactively disrupt criminality and help in arresting and detaining offenders. Furthermore, when a trend, series or hot spot has been identified, ANPR data can assist either in developing a picture of vehicles in the relevant location at identified times of the day. Hot spots are locations with significantly higher than usual levels of crimes and/or incidents (college of policing, 2021). The data can help assist UK police officers when considered with other sources of information, such as crime and incident data, intelligence, CCTV and DNA data, can provide material which supports the overall direction of an investigation or specific lines of enquiry. It can enhance the intelligence picture, identify where and when a vehicle has travelled and provide enforcement opportunities. ANPR can also assist in both reactive and proactive investigations, to support witness and suspect strategies and to identify vehicles and potential persons of interest (college of policing, 2021).

Some other powers that police can use to help arrest offenders and disrupt traveling criminality are powers under the terrorism act, Counter Terrorism Policing Border Officers are at the front line of protecting national security from the threats posed by terrorism at UK borders and ports.  Borders officers manage the threats posed by individuals and groups seeking to travel across borders in furtherance of terrorism (counter terrorism.police.uk, 2020). One of the powers used by police is Section 43A Terrorism Act 2000 search of vehicles this applies if a constable reasonably suspects that a vehicle is being used for the purposes of terrorism. The constable may stop and search the vehicle, the driver of the vehicle, a passenger in the vehicle, anything in or on the vehicle or carried by the driver or a passenger to discover whether there is anything which may constitute evidence that the vehicle is being used for the purposes of terrorism (legislation.gov.uk).

In conclusion, roads policing units, ANPR and other police powers used by UK police forces are essential to the UK’s Road network. With crime ever changing and criminals, becoming more and more perceptive with how they operate, technology is fast becoming a crime-fighting tool that police are using in day-to-day duties whilst on patrol. With more UK roads and criminal traveling further afield to commit crime such systems as CCTV and ANPR are helping police to investigate and gather intelligence to ensure criminals are arrested and charged. Safeguarding demands and missing persons due to serious and organised crime links are an ever-growing concern for police and families, with systems like the above police can track the movements of individuals easier and locate persons with more ease than prior times. With technology developing, police hope to see more investment in these types of systems to help police forces around the UK continue to combat road network issues. As crime methods change and officers investigate offences, they will continue to gather information and intelligence to help aid in investigations and safeguard persons, with the use of ANPR and CCTV officers across the country can be notified when a vehicle of interest comes into their area. This will in turn continue to help police protect, safeguard and work with the appropriate third parties’ agencies to ensure the correct persons receive the most appropriate help available.
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Identify and review the key issues regarding the complexity and challenges of operational policing in your policing/force area. (2000 words)

This essay will be centred on prevalent policing issues within some UK police forces and the challenges faced with in operational policing. Below the essay will discuss some of the recent key issues and some safeguarding challenges forces have faced and the difficulties in combating and challenging these issues. The essay will also investigate what the forces have done to move forward, and act combat said issues. Challenges within operational policing manifests itself in various ways and creates different situations that the organisation needs to deal with effectively.

Police forces across the UK are facing new challenges every day, along with those challenges come some demanding investigative needs and safeguarding challenges. A prevalent problem some police forces are facing is the growing demand for drugs and drug supply within forces. A study conducted by John P. Hoffmann showed that adolescents are at increased risk of drug use if they reside in communities with a higher proportion of unemployed and out-of-workforce me (onlinelibrary.wiley.com, 2004). With drug usage within communities becoming a common habit NHS and police services are seeing an increase in drug related deaths, an article by the BBC stated that Drug deaths in England and Wales are at their highest level since records began in 1993, with 4,561 people dying last year in 2020. The Home Office said crimes associated with drugs cost society nearly £20bn a year in England alone (BBC news, 2021).

Police forces across the UK are setting out plans to combat the influx of drugs and drug related crimes within force areas, government minister along with the police are planning to spend £300m on cracking down on supply chains and the criminals profiting from illegal drugs in England and Wales, including, dismantling more than 2,000 county lines gangs which see urban drug dealers use children to courier drugs to smaller towns. And rural areas some £145m going into the County Lines Programme to target road and rail networks used by gangs carrying out 6,400 disruptions against the activities of organised criminals (BBC news, 2021)
 
Police forces around the UK are facing a challenging task in the fight against drug misuse and supplying, figures show that cannabis is the most widely used drug in the UK, followed by powder cocaine, MDMA, and ketamine. In the period 2019/20, the United Kingdom reported 225.6 thousand drug offenses. In the same year, there were over 130 thousand seizures of cannabis by the police and the border control force in England and Wales, by far the most of any drug in that reporting year (statista.com, 2021). With serious and organised crime groups at the heart of the supply of drugs into areas police are keen to combat these county lines stating that, a vital reason to tackle county lines is the safeguarding of young children and vulnerable adults, often groomed to run drugs from one city to other parts of the country. Grooming is often followed by extreme violence and coercive behaviour (npcc.police.uk, 2021).

Police forces utilise powers to help them combat these above issues within their force area, such powers as powers within the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, namely Section 23 which gives police the power if a constable has reasonable grounds to suspect that any person is in possession of a controlled drug in contravention of this Act or of any regulations made thereunder, the constable may search that person, and detain him for the purpose of searching him or search any vehicle or vessel in which the constable suspects that the drug may be found, and for that purpose require the person in control of the vehicle or vessel to stop it (legislation.com, 1971). Police forces across the UK utilise a whole host of operations and tactics in a bid to help them catch offenders or persons involved in drug offences. A number of covert tactics are available to law enforcement to prevent and detect crime or disorder and maintain public safety. Undercover is one of them. Applied correctly and supported by appropriate training, undercover is a proportionate, lawful, and ethical tactic that is effective in obtaining evidence and intelligence (college of policing, 2021).

Whilst police forces across the UK are tasked with investigating and brining drug offenders to justice, they have an important part to play in the safeguarding of users and sometimes dealers, some users find themselves being used and taken advantage of by county line drug dealers. This is referred to as cuckooing it is when professional criminals target the homes of vulnerable adults so they can use the property for drug-dealing and other criminal activities. These criminals are very selective about who they target as ‘cuckoo’ victims and are often entrepreneurial. Victims of ‘cuckooing’ are often drug users but can include older people, those suffering from mental or physical health problems, female sex workers, single mums and those living in poverty. Victims may suffer from other forms of addiction, such as alcoholism, and are often already known to the police. Dealers often approach the victim offering free drugs to use their home for dealing (manchestersafeguardingpartnership.co.uk, 2022).

A common challenge now also facing police forces around the UK are maintaining staffing levels to cope with the demand such as the above. Figures released show that the number of police officers in England and Wales fell by 20,600 between March 2010 and March 2019, down to 123,200 officers (126,300 including those from the British Transport Police and those on secondment). These figures refer to the number of full-time equivalent officers (or how many there would be if you added up all their hours to make full time roles). The number of police officers in England and Wales is at close to the lowest recorded level since the early 1980s (fullfact.org, 2018).

The stark figures above place a huge strain on resource levels for forces and officers on the frontline it has a negative impact on their ability to carry out proactive policing in the communities, an article conducting by the Huffington post stated that police officers thought that It’s an issue those in the sector fear is being compounded by the loss of Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs), who support frontline police officers. Since 2009, the number of PCSOs in England and Wales has plummeted by more than 6,750, leaving a workforce of 10,056 – the smallest in 12 years (Huffington post, 2018).

Furthermore, policing cuts and a reduction in frontline officer numbers can affect such vital tasks such as intelligence gathering for local officers, members of the public will feel less duty-bound to report and feedback local issues if they see that police are not proactively conducting high visibility patrols or warrants. This can also breed more criminal behaviour as some offenders may think that they can carry on conducted illegal activities without being challenged. A study carried out by what works college showed that the consistency of police engagement was more like to support the following potential benefits: reduced crime; reduced disorder; increased feelings of safety; improved police-community relations and community perceptions; greater community capacity; and changing officer attitudes and behaviour (whatworks.college.police.uk, 2016).

Another rising challenge police forces across the UK are facing is anti-social behaviour (ASB) a study conducted by the home office stated the definition of ASB fell under the crime and disorder act (1998) and that the definition of anti-social behaviour (ASB) is widely used by Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships (CDRPs) and Community Safety Partnerships (CSPs) involved in the RDS study. It defines ASB as follows: ‘Acting in a manner that caused or was likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to one or more persons not of the same household as (the defendant) (Home office website, (2004).

ASB can manifest itself in many forms a paper released by research briefings.com provided some typical examples of ASB to include noisy neighbours, vandalism, graffiti, public drunkenness, littering, fly tipping and street drug dealing. Research briefing also looked how they define ASB and what behaviours we consider “anti-social” is often contentious. For example, begging, prostitution, and loitering youths are often treated as ASB issues. For some, this is detrimental to the wellbeing of vulnerable people (research briefings, 2020).

According to a Crime Survey of England & Wales According to the CSEW, around 39% of people personally experienced anti-social behaviour in their local area between October 2018 and September 2019.11 This was an increase from the year before but the Office for National Statistics (ONS) has said changes in how the survey questions were asked contributed to the increase.12 The CSEW showed a marked decrease in people’s perceptions of anti-social behaviour as a “very big” or “fairly big” problem over the past ten years. Overall, 7% of people thought that “high level anti-social behaviour” was a very / big problem between October 2018 and September 2019. This is down by almost ten percentage points from ten years ago (from 16% between April 2008 and March 2009) (ons.gov.uk,2021)

In a bid to combat ASB issues within local communities the home office conducted an exercise collecting data to analyse types of ASB crimes being committed in a bid to aid police forces in combating the issues. The home office utilised the SARA model which is as stated by the home office as the problem-solving approach to crime reduction that is based on the idea that the underlying problems within an area that lead to crime and disorder should be addressed. This involves collecting and analysing data on the crime or disorder problem. Police officers working within a problem-solving framework have widely adopted the ‘SARA’ model and practitioners may find this a useful tool to use in their work to reduce anti-social behaviour. Leigh et al. (1996:17) describe the four stages of the problem-solving process in the following terms: 
Scanning – spotting problems using knowledge, basic data, and electronic maps. 
Analysis – using hunches and IT to dig deeper into problems’ characteristics and causes. 
Response – working with the community, where necessary and possible, to devise a solution; and 
Assessment – looking back to see if the solution worked and what lessons can be learned (assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2014).

Once the above study was carried out the home office stated that in total, 66,000 reports of anti-social behaviour were made to participating organisations in England and Wales on the day of the count. It has been estimated that this is equivalent to 13.5 million reports per year or one report every two seconds. More than 1,500 organisations took part and information was received from every CDRP and CSP area in England and Wales (assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2014).
Police officers are given powers to deal with anti-social behaviour effectively, these powers include Authorisations to use powers under section 35 a police officer of at least the rank of inspector may authorise the use in a specified locality, during a specified period of not more than 48 hours, of the powers given by section 35 (legislation.gov, 2014). They can also issue notices such as a public spaces protection orders which means a local authority may make a public spaces protection order if satisfied on reasonable grounds that two conditions are met. The first condition is that activities carried on in a public place within the authority’s area have had a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality, or it is likely that activities will be carried on in a public place within that area and that they will have such an effect (legislation.gov, 2014). These above powers are crucial in combating ASB within communities and providing an appropriate response.

In conclusion, with policing moving towards a more complex and demanding age of policing with more complex investigations and crimes taking place the more demand will be placed on front line policing. This will continue to place significant demand and time on resources on the front and continue to place police in a difficult position, moving forward there will have to be a more common approach with other public sectors in a bid to share the responsibility placed on response policing. 
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