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How has the reconstruction of Warsaw after World War II shaped the national identity compared to the expressions in contemporary Polish architecture?
Introduction
The city of Warsaw stands as a unique case in the history of urban reconstruction. During World War II, Warsaw suffered destruction, leading majority of the city’s buildings to lay in ruins by the end of the war. What followed was not only just an exercise in rebuilding the city, but a mission to redefine the national identity of Poland. This dissertation explores how national identity was embedded in post-war reconstruction and compares how identity is expressed in contemporary Polish architecture. Through a study of key sites from both periods, the project will trace how architecture continues to shape the evolving image of Poland.
Methodology
· Archives and documentary research – Primary sources including planning documents, architectural drawings, photographs will provide direct insight into the intentions and constraints of the rebuilding process.
· Site visit – A visit to key sites in Warsaw will be conducted to understand how the reconstructed spaces function today.
· Visual and spatial analysis – Case studies of key reconstructed sites such as the Old Town will be examined through drawings, photographs and on-site observations.
· Literature review and theoretical frameworks – Secondary literature from architectural and political history, urban planning and memory studies will be reviewed as these are a part of relevant academic debates, allowing for deeper understanding.
Aims and Objectives 
· To analyse how post-war reconstruction in Warsaw were designed to reflect & reinforce national identity.
· To investigate how contemporary architecture engages with national identity, heritage and modern values.
· To compare the aesthetic, cultural and symbolic strategies used in post-war and contemporary architecture.
· To evaluate long term impacts of post-war reconstruction on contemporary urban and architectural identity in Warsaw.

Literature Review 
A review of existing literature will explore the intersections of post-war reconstruction and contemporary architecture in Warsaw, providing a theoretical framework for analysing how reconstruction was used to shape the national identity compared to modern projects.
Limitations 
· Language barrier – Many primary documents and archived materials are in Polish, while translations will be used, there may be gaps in interpreting original text.
· Access to archives – Due to distance, time constraints or access restrictions, it may not be possible to access all archives in person.
Ethical Considerations 
· Use of archived and copyrighted materials – Care will be taken to properly cite all documents, photographs and publications. Permissions will also be sought where required.
· Public rules will be respected during site visits.
· Academic integrity will be maintained, all sources properly acknowledged.
Timeframe 
The dissertation will be completed over 10 months, beginning with research and literature review, followed by site visit and chapter drafting toward the end of 2025. Final revisions, proofreading and submission will be in early 2026 to meet the April/May deadline.
Conclusion 
This dissertation will explore how national identity is expressed through architecture by comparing post-war reconstruction of Warsaw with contemporary Polish architecture. Through analysing case studies from both periods, the research will highlight shifts in how Poland presents its cultural heritage through buildings. The study aims to contribute to broader discussion on the role of architecture in shaping national identities and culture over time. 
