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Module Aims
· To provide students with the opportunity to undertake appropriately challenging work on an independent project. 
· To enable students to hone skills developed during the course of their studies. 

Module Overview

The module will enable students to develop an independent project that reflects an area of specialism that can be utilised as an element of their professional development planning. It is anticipated that the project will be flexible in nature, in order to cater for the broad interests and needs of the student cohort. The assessment format will remain similarly flexible so that a range of project approaches is possible. A student might, for example, choose to focus upon the creation of a project performance that enables them to specialise in training for the sustained performance of a demanding dance technique. Alternatively, a student might investigate a topic area such as the educational uses of dance at primary school level and, through field work, develop a practical presentation that assesses fundamental issues and draws evaluative conclusions. Whatever project routes are selected they will be done so through negotiation with the module tutor who will also act as overall supervisor.

While the detailed content of the module will vary from year to year its organisational structure is designed to ensure that students are encouraged to develop work that arises from a secure knowledge base and is centred upon conceptual exploration appropriate to their level of study. Tutors will, therefore, ensure that students submit initial proposals for their Independent Project so that tutorial discussion can then take place. Following this proposals will be refined if necessary and a development strategy implemented. Tutors will also at this early stage negotiate with students the detailed assessment format that is deemed most appropriate for the planned project. In this way individualised learning will be enhanced within the broad learning outcomes of the module.

Assessment Criteria

	Component A: Video Blog (20 minutes) 

	In a 20 minute video blog you are expected to develop an investigation into a dance-based topic area. You will be expected to demonstrate a high degree of conceptual understanding through comprehensive research. You will also be expected to display a high degree of skill in the practical development and realisation of the project.

	Criteria 1: Develop a sophisticated investigation into a dance-based topic area. 
Criteria 2: Demonstrate a high degree of conceptual understanding in the topic area.
Criteria 3: Display a high degree of skill in the practical development and realisation of the topic area. 
	75%

	Component B: Critical Evaluation (1500 words) 

	In a 1500 essay you are expected to critically evaluate your project through reflective analysis at an advanced level. You will need to reflect on the practical development and realisation of the topic area, making reference to your conceptual understanding. It is expected at this level that you provide supporting evidence to prove your point of view, and reference any sources accurately. Please refer to the module criteria when completing this evaluation. 

	Criteria 4: Critically evaluate the completed project through reflective analysis of their work at an advanced level. 
	    25%



	
Overall mark = 100%

Please note the overall mark is an average of the two components listed above.




	Assessment Deadline: 5pm on Friday 15th December 2017
Please refer to the Programme of Study Handbook for submission policies and procedures. Failure to submit will result in formal action.




















Week of October 2nd 
Session Aims: During this week you will receive an introduction to the module. You will be provided with examples of previous projects, which will allow you to identify any instances of excellence or potential downfalls. You will be expected to consider potential projects ideas, analysing their strength, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. When you have decided on a chosen topic area you must prepare a project pitch that will be presented to the module tutor and peers. 

Week of October 9th  
Session Aims: During this week you will be invited to pitch your project to the module tutor and your peers. Your pitch needs to be well informed and demonstrate clear aims and objectives. You will be expected to answer questions from the tutor and your peers, to which you will provide knowledgeable and considered answers. You will be invited to attend a one to one tutorial session with the module tutor to negotiate the development and realisation of the project, and gain approval. You will then be expected to plan your project setting realistic and measurable targets on a weekly basis. 

Week of October 16th 
[bookmark: _k2mogd40vr7o]Session Aims: 
During this week you will need to start to plan your idea, make routes and pathways on where it could lead. Start putting together a story board to help plan your future sessions, giving you a clear understanding of what is needed to be done and how to do it. Make sure you decide on your final idea and make a starting point from there.
Week of October 23rd 
Session Aims: 
During this week you will start doing intensive research on the topic area. Make sure to get enough research to back up your idea making it a strong argument in your vlog. Mind map the areas of the topic that are essential to the project and use that as a starting point.
Week of October 30th 
Session Aims: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]During this week you will go for your first test to see what area of fitness that needs intensive researching. After finding out results make sure to get a bank of research to help plan the fitness programme you are going to design. Make sure to research thoroughly as you will be homing in on specific and precise areas.

Week of November 6th 
Session Aims:
During this week you need to Carry out what you have planned on the story board and continue gaining footage for the blog, make sure to reflect after the end of each week. Make sure that you edit the footage daily to stay on top of the workload.
Week of November 13th 
Session Aims:
During this week you need to Carry out what you have planned on the story board and continue gaining footage for the blog, make sure to reflect after the end of each week. Make sure that you edit the footage daily to stay on top of the workload.

Week of November 20th 
Session Aims
During this week you need to Carry out what you have planned on the story board and continue gaining footage for the blog, make sure to reflect after the end of each week. Make sure that you edit the footage daily to stay on top of the workload.

Week of November 27th 
Session Aims 
During this week you need to Carry out what you have planned on the story board and continue gaining footage for the blog, make sure to reflect after the end of each week. Make sure that you edit the footage daily to stay on top of the workload.

Week of December 4th 
Session Aims 
During this week you will go for your final testing, to finalise you project, make sure to end the vlog with a small personal evaluation about the whole thing, making it a more enjoyable and educational vlog as the viewer would of went the whole journey with you.
Week of December 11th 
This week you will be focusing on evaluating the project as it has come to an end. Make sure you involve everything that was spoken about in the evaluation class, use the A3 chart to help structure and plan the evaluation giving you a focus point to help with the work load.
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