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History in the wider range of the humanities 

The definition of the humanities, given by the University of Idaho (no date) 
‘The humanities are academic disciples that seek to understand, appreciate and critique the human conduction in all its depth and range of meaning. They, in varied ways, consider the “big questions,” both of the contemporary and the perennial, and with these understandings and methodologies engage civic life, both locally and globally, to address the challenges faced by humanity’ (University of Idaho, no date). 
This definition gives a well rounded explanation into how the humanities correlate with different disciples separately and together. Whereas the definition of History, stated by Francesca Morphakis (found within history today volume 70 issue 8 August 2020), 
‘History is the study of people, actions, decisions, interactions and behaviours. It is so compelling a subject because it encapsulates themes which expose the human condition in all of its guises and that resonate throughout time: power, weakness, corruption, tragedy, triumph’ (Morphakis, 2020) 
This definition explains how history itself as a disciple has a relationship with all the other humanities in discovering the past. Both definitions consider the study of humanity and how it resonates today in the modern world, alongside the different disciples that are within the humanities. The humanities evolved over the centuries from Ancient Greece to Rome and to the Modern day world. For the duration of this essay, there will be an analysis of the nature and direction of history and its relationship within the different disciplines of the humanities.
In the lecture of Origins of the humanities by Quentin Drew (28th September, 2023) explores the development of the humanities into the modern day perceptive. The first understanding of the humanities was within Ancient Greece with the nine muses, Clio is the muse of history showing its longitivtiy within humanity's. That was until, the Roman Empire reconstructed the Greek form of the humanities into two separate forms, the Trivium and the Quadrivium. This then led to the structure of the mediaeval education, that viewed the humanities as a skill, ‘a way’s of doing’ (origins of the humanities, Drew,2023). It wasn’t until the Renaissance of Humanism in the 15th century that led the humanities into more of a discipline than a skill, this then forms the humanities that people know today. Due to the nature of ancient Greece and Rome, not being democratic, there was a movement in the 20th century called postmodernism that broke away from an elitist standpoint that allowed a more equal distribution of the study of the humanities regardless of gender and class. While history is accessible to all, there are still barriers that prevent others from pursuing it in an academic field or as a subject. There is a report by the Royal Historical Society (2018) that researched how history, as a subject and a career, still has some barriers that prevented other minorities/Black and minority ethnic (BME) from practising and working within the discipline. The report found that Black and minority Ethic (BME), 
‘89% of students in Historical & Philosophical Studies are White, with 11% BME; this compares to 77.3% White and 22.7% BME for all subject (Royal Historical Society, pg22, 2018).’ 
Alongside, there are staff within the employment of history academia that faces challenges today,  

‘As of 2018, of all History academic staff 93.7% were White and 6.3% were BME, with just 0.5% Black. History staff are less diverse than UK university staff as a whole, of whom 15% are BME.’ (Royal Historical Society, pg22, 2018) 
These statistics highlight how history as a subject and career are less inclusive within Britain. When students were surveyed, many had proposed the idea of widening the British history curriculum to include a more diverse history of the world than it mainly being about Britain. Which may help to bring in more students from a diverse background into the subject and its academic careers. But there is a stigma surrounding the humanities as a career path, due to it being less advertised and not being in demand. The recent news article from University of Oxford (2023) highlights that history is a contributing subject within the job market. There are fewer students who choose history due to the thought of less job opportunity, when in fact a majority of employers expect the skills that history or other humanities subjects develop through their learning. For example, analytical skills, essay writing, communication or problem-solving skills. This showcases that there is a demand in humanities and history subject skills in the world of work, but there are still barriers preventing some to approach the disciple of history, as well with its stigma of being able to only teach history and it not being in high demand within the world of work.
While there is a change in the career path within history, history itself is always changing, Thaddeus Krupo (2020) discusses ‘Historiography is the history of history’ (Krupo, 2020). The way historians write and interpret the past is constantly evolving overtime. For example, historians in the 20th century would have completely different historiography than in the 21st century. As such, many different historical texts have been differently interpreted by other historians, causing a shift in how people viewed certain events. History is told like a story, with a narrative and characters, that help create a deeper understanding of the past. The source from Richard.T.Vann (2023) was useful in underlining how historiography changes, as documents by high officials, government reports or written documents were favoured by previous historians. Although these sources are useful, historians now also focus on the ordinary folk, like women and lesser classes, who could not write or were ignored. Some historians will use other sources, such as folklore, mythology or poetry which are forms of historiography alongside oral history. Oral history society (no date) accepts that oral history has always been a part of historiography. The website quotes Paul Thompson (1978) on his view on oral history, ‘first kind of history’ (Thompson, 1978) demonstrating that oral history was the first to be recording history. Stephan Caunce (1994) explains from the development of print in the west, oral history was forgotten and discarded. But, due to the emergence of technology, it led to radio or tape recorders to record and interpret the past by Historians through the modern age. Oral History Society (no date) used Graham Smith essay, Making of Oral History, (no date) to demonstrate the importance of oral history:
‘Oral sources often played a significant part in the writing of histories, these 
were just as often downplayed in comparison with evidence drawn from 
documents (Smith, no date).’
This quote highlights how much history and its historiography is changing, that documentary is becoming more popular to tell history then books for example.  But also, that historians are now looking at ordinary people, it has allowed them to try and hear the voices of women, for example, that have been discarded throughout history. As such, making history to be more well-rounded. 
  History itself is a broad subject, there are many different disciplines that are embedded within History. Nikita Puri (2022) informs the differences of branches of History for example, political history, social history and cultural history. This showcases that history has a wide branch, similar to humanities, but there is a correlation to the other disciples within the humanities. History is a primary essence in archaeology, anthropology, classic civilisation and creative writing for example. From archaeological digs, historians will use what has been found to research and report in their work. Similarly, anthropology will allow historians to help understand why people would perceive the world differently many years ago, a prime example that would link creative writing into anthropology and history would be cave paintings. Cave paintings were a form of creative writing that our ancestors would have understood during their time. Today it would help anthropologists to try and understand how these people would think, but also it gives historians a perception of what the world could have been like during their left time. As well, how they would have observed the world around them, even though sometimes it might not be so clear. History is also seen in fictional and non-fiction books, many great writers take from the past and use it to form a new world or to explore it through a unique perspective. History, philosophy and the ancient world have its links, philosophy stems from Ancient Greece or Rome which is the history of thought. This then trickled down through the generations to help them understand their world, similar to how humanity is still asking these questions today. Patrick Lancaster Gardiner (2022) explains how once philosophers were considered to be historians, due to them being the first branch of thinkers about the world and its past, suggesting that some philosophers evolved into historians through time.  The humanities and science PowerPoint by Quentin Drew  (2023) discusses the development of history becoming more inclusive with other subjects that were not deemed academia such as the antiquarian. The Antiquarian’s were people who collected old things such as trinkets or books. They were viewed by historians as collectors and essentially were pushed out of the discipline. But, now there is a sense of understanding that those who collected trinkets from the past are part of history, these items that were collected have been donated to National Trusts or displayed within Museums. It is part of preserving history and now some historians are acknowledging that fact, again this shows history moving in a direction that does not exclude and are willing to move forward within its disciple.
There is a connection between history, humanities and the sciences. The powerpoint, Origins of the Humanities, by Quentin Drew (28th September 2023) discusses how the humanities and the sciences were once in the same category such as the Trivium and the Quadrivium. But since the 19th century there was a significant development of splitting sciences from the humanities. While the humanities look at the world and its past, the sciences became the study of the natural world without human involvement. Therefore, leaving the humanities, the study of human thought, to the social sciences like psychology. Due to the differentiation, there are two separate terms for science and the humanities, Qualitative meaning the humanities and the Quantitative meaning science, where there's no human emotion involved in its disciple. This has links with archaeology as it uses radiocarbon dating to determine the dates of physical artefacts that have been excavated, causing a connection between the humanities. Similarly with anthropology, which uses these findings to determine how people lived and functioned in society. This illustrates how the sciences have a close relationship with the humanities and with its own discipline.  
To conclude, throughout this essay the nature of humanity has been explored from its development in Ancient Greece, to a reconstruction in ancient Rome. From then on the humanities has changed from a skill to a subject and now is able to be learned by anyone, regardless of gender and class. Even though there are still barriers to some, history itself is a discipline that constantly changes. The direction of history is constantly shifting from historiography, to being more inclusive in the history being taught in the UK and also for people to become more involved in the academic careers of history. The relationship between the humanities and history has evolved from instead of it being isolated, the humanities demonstrate how much history intertwined with different subjects like creative writing. As such, history within humanities is an ever changing discipline, but there is an acknowledgement that all subjects in the humanities, including history, all share the same values of understanding the world and its pasts. 
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