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Links between Aegean and Egypt during 2nd Millenium BC

Introduction
There was a fair amount of trade links between different places in the Aegean and Egypt during the 2nd Millenium BCE. During the early 2nd Millenium BCE, there was a lot of trade between the Minoans and the Egyptians, and it was commonly elite level gift exchanges. During the late 2nd Millenium BCE, there was more trade between Mycenaean Greece and Egypt, and it was mostly large-scale commodity trade.
Minoans and Egyptians
Egyptians and Minoans traded with each other, and scarabs were a common item for Egyptians to export. They were an important Egyptian symbol and very commonly crafted. This trade led to the Minoans incorporating Egyptian symbols into their own iconography. Scarabs were one such example of this, and the Minoans crafted their own versions of the scarab. Whereas Minoans used such materials as steatite to create their scarabs, Egyptians commonly used faience for their scarabs. Faience is a material that is made up of a mixture of ground quartz or sand, lime and natron. This material was then formed into the relevant shape, glazed and finally fired to harden it. For Minoans owning such scarabs was an indication of status, wealth and exotic ties. 
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Figure 1. Egyptian faience scarab (Britannica, 2025).

Minoan artwork was also affected by this trade. They incorporated sphinxes and Nilotic scenes into their own paintings.
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