Global perspectives in education

This topic is extremely important as it highlights the barriers education face in low or middle income countries. Education is extremely important for all children across the world, it shapes their minds to plan for future education like university, or careers. It helps children build confidence, make friends, it gives them a sense of belonging within a safe environment. For some children school is the only place where they feel safe and nurtured. Unfortunately, schools in low or middle income countries are not able to offer even the simplest of basic needs to pupils due to their barriers within the countries and their education system. Learning about these barriers and opening our minds to other countries education gives us perspective, weather that’s to appreciate our own country more or to understand why those countries do not thrive. It allows us to have empathy, respect and appreciation and be socially aware. Gender inequality is still persistent, gaps between rural and urban areas are vast, children are unable to attend school due to them living too far away with no mode of transport. More barriers include, lack of funding, no teachers or staff who are untrained, lack of classrooms and materials, countries in conflict and exclusion of children with disabilities and learning needs. “Education is a basic human right. But many children still do not have the opportunity to learn, especially if they live in poverty or are girls” (globalcitizen.org).

The country I have chosen to discuss is Zambia, that is to the south of central Africa. In 1889 Britain took over Northern Rhodesia which is now the independent country of Zambia and later copper was discovered leading to an influx of Europeans into the country. The British government wanted to increase white settlement to allow more British influence, along the north and far east of the railway line the land was primarily saved for white ownership. In 1928 to 1930 African reserves were marked out and unfortunately lead to overpopulation, food shortage and causing the land to dry up. By the early 1930 copper was the main resource for the country, and the land was mined by companies in America and the farmers grew food for mines however most farmers were to far away to be able to earn any money. This meant that most males had to work away from home to earn income. There is an area called The Copperbelt, and it is a zone of copper deposits, associated mining and industrial development, with a length of around 450km crossing many regions. Due to low wages and poor conditions in the Copperbelt Africans went on strike at three separate mines. Sales from copper were not benefiting the government and what little profit remained was taxed and most of that was then taken by the British government. In 1939 Sir Alan Pim wrote a report to the Colonial office and urged more public investment in schools, roads and health for Africans and white people. Primary schools were run by missionaries however in 1942 it was discovered that only 35 Africans were attending secondary school. Later into the 1960’s there was a campaign to end the federation dominated by white people who controlled Southern Rhodesia which was approved. “The country’s nationalist leaders, including Kenneth Kaunda, called for independence from British rule. In 1964, Zambia gained its independence and became a republic, with Kaunda serving as its first president”( MRCSL). 
In the 1960’s there were only 2500 Africans in secondary schools and by the early 70’s there were 54000 and 2000 university students which is a vast increase. Majority of people live in the most developed area of Zambia, people started to be move into the towns after independence was granted due to the removal of colonial restrictions of movement into urban areas. The number of people living in urban parts of the country continued to. The government had tried to reverse the movement, however there was very little success. There are many different languages spoken within Zambia, with seven official languages which are, Bemba, Nyanja, Lozi, Tonga, Luvale, Lunda, and Kaonde, however English is the official language of government and is used for education, commerce, and law.
There are so many barriers for children with special educational needs in Zambian education and unfortunately there is not much being done to help those children. Zambian governments are putting laws in place that are meant to include SEN children into mainstream. There is around 1 million people in Zambia who have disabilities, and the majority are found in more rural areas, however most of Zambian SEN schools do not cater for children with intellectual special needs. Education for SEN children in Zambia has been around for over 100 years, it was first attempted by religious teachers in the early 1900’s and the first school for the blind was opened in Magwero, Chipata. There is a policy that states that all disabled children should get education full time. Teachers of primary and secondary schools were questioned over multiple topics relating to SEN pupils and their schools, and the statistics below prove to demonstrate barriers for those children. Are staff Properly trained and or skilled for SEN: 23% strongly disagreed, 30% disagreed, 8% neither agreed or disagree, 13% agreed and 17% strongly agreed, indicating that the majority believe they do not have the professional skills to deal with SEN children. Adequacy in Teacher training and experience: 5% strongly agreed, 36% agreed, while 9% neither agree nor disagree, most 46 respondents strongly disagreed and 30% to teachers having adequate training in handling the SEN learners. Presence of Special Teachers to Help Students with other Special Needs indicated that 34% strongly disagreed and 35% of them disagreed. The respondents who neither agreed nor disagreed amounted to 7%. The rest of the responses were positive 11% agreed and 13% strongly agreed. Availability of Special Toilets for Wheelchair bound Learners revealed that 28% strongly disagreed and 40% disagreed and 3% neither agreed nor disagreed. The approving responses were 7% agree and 22%  strongly agree (multiresearch.net)  These statistics show that there are major barriers that children face not only within their learning journey but in the overall school as most of the classrooms have doorsteps, indicating that those in wheelchairs or with physical restrictions would be unable or at best struggle to enter the classrooms. The overall evidence shows that SEN children in Zambia are at a disadvantage to those in mainstream as the schools do not have the correctly trained staff, funding for resources, or even facilities to accommodate the pupils. The United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalisation of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities has twelve rules: Awareness-raising, Medical care, Rehabilitation, Support services, Accessibility, Education, Employment, Income maintenance and social security, Family life and personal integrity, Culture, Recreation and sport and Religion. There has not been much success in Zambia with these twelve rules so far, however independent organizations have taken it upon themselves to make some changes to assist those with disabilities, such as media portraying those with disabilities positively, and those persons should be included and have equal opportunities for employment. “The Director of the Agency was confronted for not being sensitive and most senior personnel in the line ministries said that they were not aware of the Standard Rules” (ossrea.net)
However, that does not mean to say that mainstream education is thriving, it’s quite the opposite, mainstream schooling also suffers the same restrictions and more. Staff at schools not only don’t have the correct training they are forced to teach topics that they do not understand themselves, leading to pupils being taught incorrect information, theories and topics, therefore teachers need correct training in order to educate children and ensure they have a future to flourish. Another issue is lack of buildings, transport, and even roads in some cases. Unfortunately, more than half of the population are living in either poverty or extreme poverty causing great difficulty for those families to send their children to school. Many children are unable to attend school due to the distance they would need to travel, as there is no transportation, children would need to walk the distance and because of this more young children are not attending as it is a safety concern and parents are afraid especially for females. “Most children in ages 7 to 13 are in primary school but their learning quality is compromised, five primary students shared one or less textbook for each subject, 1 for Mathematics, 0.9 for English and 0.9 for Science” (Serve Ourselves). 
Gender inequality is prominent in Zambia and unfortunately for most girls their education journey is cut short very early on. Girls are forced to leave education because their expected to complete chores and look after loved ones if parents are sick or no longer around. Reasons for girls having to drop out of school are poverty, pregnancies, being married off for money and unfortunately HIV and AIDS.  Unfortunately for girls they are not seen as worthy for an education as it is their roles are to be wives, mother, clean, cook and look after their families, and when they do marry it will be their husband’s family that befit from the daughter’s education indicating that girls education isn’t worth it. It has been said that some families allow their children to sleep alone in separate shelters, and this has led to be one of the main causes of pregnancies in school aged children. “The Ministry of General Education (MoGE) in Zambia noted a gradual increase in the number of teenage pregnancies among in-school girls. Between 2011 and 2019, a total of 120,878 pregnancies among in-school girls (109,850 in primary school and 26,752 in secondary school) were recorded” (nih.gov). If a child were to get pregnant in school they were expelled and would no longer be able to attend education even after the baby was born, but the males who were impregnating girls were allowed to continue through education. Parents often make the decision for a girl to be married because they worry about pregnancy out of wedlock and this doesn’t bring enough of a “high price” that if she were to marry prior to pregnancy. One a child is married the parents then receive a payment and often those payments are used toward education for their siblings. Due to the lack of education that woman receive in Zambia, they would take guiding from their mother and other females in their lives, because of this it would create a vicious cycle where, when they have children they would choose not to educate and follow int the footsteps of their mum and once the daughter got pregnant the pattern would continue. In 1997 the government announced the Re – Entry policy which allows girls to return to school after giving birth and no longer be expelled. “Findings show that the policy was effective in terms of retention of girls who fall pregnant in aspects of re-admission, progression, completion. Though there were challenges in performance, high achievement, and behaviour.” (arcjournals.org). Although the policy allowed girls to return to education there are a lot who have decided against returning. “Cumulative statistics on teenage pregnancy amongst schoolgirls in Zambia from 2003 -2017 was 179071 with 67685 readmission of teen mothers accounting for a re-entry level of 38 %, teenage pregnancy and low readmissions is higher at primary school level than secondary school level.” (rsisinternational.org). Many girls didn’t return to school as they said that the school environment was no longer welcoming when they went to return to school and were often found to be bullied by other students. Childcare was another issue as young mothers had no support to look after their child in order for them to return. “Adolescent pregnancy is widespread in Zambia; nearly a third of girls have been pregnant by age 19 (Population Council, UNFPA, and Republic of Zambia, 2017). The rate is 45% among the poorest quintile. One quarter of babies in Zambia are born to mothers ages 15–19 years, with an additional percentage born to mothers between 12 and 15 years” (ScienceDirect). Unfortunately due to the amount of young children that are sexually, the number of HIV and AIDS infection has increased. “With a national prevalence of about 11% among adults (15-59 years), while 14.6% of children are HIV positive, According to the ZDHS report (2018), women (14.2%) remain disproportionately affected than men (7.5%)”(unaids.org). In Zambia it is believed that if you have either HIV or AIDS and you were to have intercourse with someone who has not yet been sexually active then it would cure the infection, this of course is untrue however because of these beliefs infection rates and number of young people getting pregnant are increasing, and the age of children having intercourse in lower. There are many barriers that affect education in Zambia and unfortunately there are more other than what has been discussed. Education is extremely important to everyone across the world and Piaget says that he views thinking as the ability to reason, connect ideas and solve problems because of cognitive structures that are gradually built within the brain as a result of direct exposure to and interaction with the environment.  He states that learning is dependent not only on experience but also on students’ maturation and development comes in four stages. Birth to two years is sensori-motor which is understanding the world and mimicking your surroundings. Two to four years is pre-operational involving thinking with visual images and relying on intuition. Seven or eight years to eleven or twelve years is concrete operational where cognitive structures have developed sufficiently to be used as logical systems (termed “operations”) and used across contexts rather than being specific to a certain type of problem in a particular context. Lastly the Formal operational stage eleven or twelve years to sixteen or seventeen years is decontextualised reasoning using verbal propositions, premises, ideas and concepts is possible without access to concrete objects. Taking Piagets theory and the above information into account, it is likely that most children especially girls and those with educational needs would not have developed passed stage two, due to the barriers they face at school. 
As it stands there are more cons than pros within Zambian education and unfortunately there is not much movement in terms of progression. As of 2020 the number of girls at school is still lower than boys, and the dropout rate for girls is significantly higher than boys. In 2020 for grades 1 to 7 the make dropout rate was 1.6% and females were 2.0% and in grades 8 to 12 boys dropout were 0.7% and girls 1.8%. As you can see over the past 20 years there has not been much change in boy girl ratio, even though the evidence states that more females are attending or re enrolling into school, there is still a significant difference between male and females. However, there are many movements, policies and supporting companies that are aiding and assisting Zambia to help create a more diverse educational system and help students of all backgrounds receive the support that they deserve.  Although Zambia is classed as an independent country, they are still work together with the British government through the launch of British International Investment. This means that Britain will aid Zambia to work toward a future of being a stronger, more diversified country. For example UNAIDS a Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS have developed a country progress programme, this allows them to determine how many people are infected in order to lower infection rates and offer medical assistance to treat them. For example, 90% of infection rates in children are due to transmission from birth and or breastfeeding, this means that expecting mothers are infected and pass it on to their newborns. There are many services being provided to those infected throughout the country in order to reduce infections rates especially those in newborns and children. Of course, there are some challenges, such as limited healthcare workers, longer turn around times and very few community support systems. The United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) is another organisation that are doing critical analysis to decrease pregnancy in adolescent children. They aim to provide sexual health information to girls, strengthen referrals between school and health facilities and provide out-of-school girls with health, economic, and educational opportunities. As Zambia is still part of the commonwealth nations and are working closely with multiple organisations, I believe that Zambia can become a more positive country for their children. Over the last 20 years there has already been positive movement, for children from all backgrounds. They have created plans and programmes to offer disabled children and adults educations and careers, there has been successful treatment in AIDS and HIV, a reduction in child pregnancies and the ability for girls to return to schooling. Providing that Zambia continues to receive the help and support, the country will continue to grow in a more positive way.   
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