Appendices for critical incident assignment 1
Observations and Field notes

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 27/09/2022 9:00 – 10:00, Year 8 Biology lesson


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

A biology lesson that took place in a changed room. The class had a population of 31, meaning that there was only one empty seat in the entire classroom (this is possibly due to the last-minute room change). The observer sat on a solo desk near the window, with a good outlook over the entire class holistically as well as the teaching practices on hand. The class took place at 9am, meaning that it was Year 8’s first lesson of the day after their registry session, and meant that the lesson took place just before their first break period. The lesson was a mixture of different teaching approaches, with different written tasks, videos and a crossword being part of the lesson.






	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During this class, the teacher was showing videos on the subject of food chains and competition. Before these videos commenced, the teacher instructed the class that they would need to focus on the main theme of competition while watching these videos, and he will be asking questions after this to gather some feedback on what has been learned. 
              After the videos had finished, the teacher asked the class to discuss what they thought the different animals in the videos were competing for. While the class was discussing this, the teacher would give numerous time checks to let the pupils know how much time they had left. Moreover, the teacher would walk amongst the pupils to ask questions about what they have found and learned. 
              When the task had finished, the teacher announced that he wants to ask a certain group of boys at the back, as they had “…a really good thought process that we should expand on as a class”. The researcher saw this as a critical incident.
              When I was discussing this with the teacher after the lesson, he told me that this group of boys can be disruptive during certain lessons depending on the time of day, but when he gives them praise and an opportunity to work with the classroom then they more often than not become significantly committed and ingrained in their tasks. 









	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

There are numerous possibilities of research to explore regarding this critical incident. The main topics of focus for this critical incident will be collaborative learning, student-centred learning, and behaviour management theory.
                     If this is the critical incident that I choose to explore, I will use the focus of student-centred learning, and use the other theories to structure and support the argument.
One of the major pieces of academia I will be comparing this critical incident to would be Rosenshine’s “principles of instruction” and compare and contrasting how the ideas portrayed by the author were illustrated throughout the key moment of this particular lesson. 








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













Record 2
	Date and time, year group: Monday 26/9/2022, 11:15-12:15, Year 9


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This session was a year 9 maths lesson where the set one pupils were learning about fractions. The classroom had a population of 32, meaning that there were no free seats located in the classroom. The pupils were not put in a seating plan due to being a set 1 and the teacher exhibiting a certain level of trust in them to complete the work. The tables were set into rows of 8 people, with a gap halfway through the classroom to allow access to the back of the class.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During the lesson, the teacher had prepared a worksheet for the students to complete. It consisted of a puzzle that the pupils needed to cut out and piece together. However, the teacher had precut the in half, which meant that the pupils only received half of the task. When this was relayed to the pupils, a few diverse groups immediately jumped at the opportunity to work as pairs or in small teams. This is a very solid indication of the collaborative, student-centered learning. What is more, this is an extraordinarily strong example of pupils having gone through strong social development within their classroom/friendship groups.







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This incident was an extremely good indication of the kinds of social developments that these pupils have gone through with the pupils within their classroom social group. What is more, it illustrated clearly that these pupils are already practiced in working collaboratively, and in fact portrays that they are open to the idea.
                   If this incident is chosen to become my critical incident, I will focus on this through the lens of social development theories and use ideas of student-centred learning and collaborative learning as the supporting theories.  In particular, the background research can be compared to Mayer, Roberts and Barsade (2008) study on emotional intelligence and compare this to the Welsh Governments CAMHS (guidance on child and adolescent mental health). Furthermore, these further avenues of exploration can lead to an in-depth study on metacognition and can be supported by looking at how these pupils came to their own judgement of wanting to work together in this manner.








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 27/09/2022 9:00 – 10:00, Year 8 Biology lesson


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

During the Biology lesson, the lesson was planned in a way that the pupils were completing bits of work in between watching different educational videos. Within this time, pupils were extremely quiet while watching the videos, and the teacher told me that he was using the videos as a reward for good behaviour. The lesson was a classroom population of 31, however the class were very well controlled by the teacher, and there were no behavioural issues in the class. The teacher told me that this was due to the usage of praise and rewards.





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The class took part in a class wide discussion regarding the subject topic with the teacher taking a predominately back roll within this, only jumping in to guide the pupils in the right direction. After this classroom discussion, the teacher set a written task to be completed within their books. While instructing this task, the teacher explained “…if you guys can finish all this task nice and quietly within the next 10 minutes, I will show you some more videos”. This was a clear task explanation, given the pupils noticeably clear time limits and a reward system to work towards. After the lesson had finished, I asked the teacher about this system, and he explained how he uses it frequently and that it works most of the time. 
                      This incident provided a good example of solid behavior management theories and aided in understanding the various kinds of conditioning that takes place within the classroom environment. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Deep diving into this critical incident can lead to a lot of background theories by a variety of scholars. This incident is a good example of different conditioning, in particular positive reinforcement. Moreover, when looking into the avenues of research that could be considered, it would be extremely helpful to consider looking at different reward systems within learning environments and looking at different behaviour management systems and social development.








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)














