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Element 1 - Project Proposal

My project title: assessing the role of social services in safeguarding vulnerable adult in the United Kingdom 

1) Aim:
The aim of this research is to critically examine the role of social services in safeguarding vulnerable adults in the United Kingdom, exploring their statutory responsibilities, multi‑agency collaboration, and effectiveness in preventing harm. The study seeks to identify strengths, challenges, and opportunities for improving safeguarding practice and outcomes.

2) Objectives:
· ##Define and examine  according to care act 2014 the statutory responsibility of social services in safeguarding vulnerable adult in the United Kingdom  
· Analyse according to the public guardian social services identify asses and responds to risk of abuse and neglect, including multi-agency responsibility .
· Evaluate according to  NHS safeguarding guidance  effectiveness of current safeguard practice in promoting adult wellbeing,protection,and empowerment.
· Provide Recommendations according to the local government association it states that strengthen social services intervention improving interagency collaboration  and enhancing outcome for adult at risk .

3) Background/Rationale:

Safeguarding vulnerable adult in core responsibilities within united kingdom  health and social care grounded in the care act 2014, which a legal duty on local authorities to prevent abuse ,promote wellbeing and protect adult at risk .vulnerable adult may experience physical ,emotion ,finical ,or sexual abuse often from individual n position of trust ,making early identification and intervention essential NHS. Social services play a central role in coordinating multi-agency responses , national review highlight ongoing challenges such  as inconsistent practice limited information sharing and variable interagency collaboration. This research is significant because safeguarding failures continue to result in serious harm, preventable deaths, and public inquiries. Despite clear statutory frameworks, gaps remain in understanding how effectively social services fulfil their safeguarding duties and what barriers hinder best practice. The study addresses these issues by examining current processes, evaluating their effectiveness, and identifying areas for improvement to strengthen adult protection in the UK.
4) Methods:
Describe your approach to secondary research, including:
· The type of data you will use (e.g., journal articles, policy documents).
· Criteria for selecting sources.
· Steps for analysis, such as thematic review or comparison of findings.
· Ethical considerations, like proper citation and avoiding plagiarism. (Approx. 100 word
Secondary research will draw on existing sources such as peer reviewed journal articles, policy documents, books, and reputable organisational reports. Sources will be selected based on credibility, relevance to the research question, publication date, and methodological quality. Analysis will involve identifying key themes, comparing findings across studies, and evaluating consistencies or gaps in the literature. Ethical considerations include accurate citation, transparent use of others’ ideas, and avoiding plagiarism through careful paraphrasing and full acknowledgement of all sources (Bryman, 2016).


5) Resources: 
· academic database like google scholar
· university library 
· government and organisation website
· reference management 
· time management 


6) Timescale:
•	Week 1: Finalise research topic and gather initial sources
•	Weeks 2–3: Conduct detailed secondary research and organise literature
•	Week 4: Analyse findings and identify themes
•	Week 5: Draft and refine report

7) Self-reflection as researcher (any strengths or challenges):
I feel confident organising my work and finding useful information, which helps me stay on track with my project. I am good at understanding key ideas, but I sometimes struggle when there is a large amount of reading to get through. When this happens, it becomes harder to pick out the most important points and think critically about what I am reading. I want to improve my ability to identify key arguments, summarise information more effectively, and analyse ideas in a deeper way.I also recognise that my anxiety can sometimes get in the way of my learning. When I start to feel overwhelmed, it becomes harder to concentrate, stay focused, or manage complex research tasks. This can make reading and critical thinking feel more challenging than they should be. With the right strategies such as breaking tasks into smaller steps, taking regular pauses, and asking for support when I need it I know I can continue building my confidence and strengthen my academic skills.
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