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Introduction

In this essay I will analyze the recent 20-mph speed limit policy implemented in Wales by the Welsh government, with a focus on the problems the policy seeks to address, the process of how it developed, and its practical and unpractical outcomes while also comparing the differing impact criteria, that can be used to assess the resulting changes of policy implementation. 

20-mph Bill
Regarding the default speed limit of 20 mph 
In September 2023, the default national speed limit on limited roads was lowered from 30 mph to 20 mph due to new legislation from the Welsh Government. Since then, 20 mph has been the fastest permitted speed on limited highways (Vale of Glamorgan Council, 2024).

Where the idea came from
In 2019, the Welsh Government formed a task team on 20 mph. It endorsed 20 mph speed limits on restricted routes in its report, which was released on July 15, 2020. The Senedd discussed and approved a motion that same day that it supported the Welsh Government's plan to start consultations on the proposed statutory instrument order that would lower the general speed limit on restricted roads to 20 mph. This order would need to be approved by a Senedd resolution. Both the Welsh Labour and Plaid Cymru 2021 Senedd election manifestos, as well as the Programme for Government of the newly formed Welsh Government, contained proposals to implement 20 mph (Senedd Cymru, 2023). On September 17, 2023, the 20-mph limit went into effect. In July 2022, the Welsh Parliament passed a new rule that would make Wales the first country to enforce a default speed of 20 mph on all restricted routes. 
After the assembly, as it was then known, was given further legislative authority in 2018, the speed reduction plan was made practical. During an assembly debate the following year, Mr. Drakeford, First Minister for Wales publicly supported the concept, and by July 2020, Mr. Waters had presented preliminary ideas to the newly renamed Senedd.
After receiving initial support in the Senedd two years prior, the external proposal was approved by a vote of 39 to 15 (Bryan, Grice. 2024). The former Deputy Minister for climate change, Lee Walters MS was at the forefront, pushing for the 20mph speed limit policy (Grice. 2023).
The problem it seeks to address
[bookmark: _Int_C0HT97Ou]The Welsh government believes that the 20mph speed limit is the way forward stating it will save lives, reduce collisions and collision induced injuries. Restricted roadways are typically seen in densely populated residential and urban areas. Streetlights, spaced no more than 200 yards (about 182.88 m) apart, are frequently mounted on them. These used to have a 30-mph speed limit. The change to reduce the speed limit to 20mph with the hope of minimizing the frequency of collisions and serious injuries they cause (as well as the effect that treating these injuries has on the NHS). While also promoting more walking, cycling in our communities, and enhancing people's health and well-being and making our streets safer. The Welsh Government tested the new speed restriction in eight communities throughout Wales before implementing it: Pembrokeshire's St. Dogmaels ,North Llanelli, Carmarthenshire, St. Brides Major, Cardiff's Cliffrew Village, Neath Port Talbot, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, Vale of Glamorgan Central, North Buckley, Flintshire; Severnside and Monmouthshire Overall, there was a decrease in speed in these regions (Welsh Government, 2021). 
According to Edwards (2025) speed limits of 20 mph will save lives. A person's chances of surviving are increased by 93% if they are hit by a car moving at 20 mph. Every mile that is driven more quickly reduces this. In 2019, Spain lowered the speed limit on most of its roads to 30 km/h (18.64 mph). Since then, there have been 20% fewer urban road deaths, with a 34% decrease in cyclist fatalities and a 24% decrease in pedestrian fatalities. During the first ten years of the new law, a reduced speed limit in Wales is predicted to prevent up to 100 fatalities and 20,000 injuries.
According to the latest study, which was conducted by Public Health Wales and the Transport Research Institute (TRI) at Edinburgh Napier University, the anticipated direct costs of enforcing the ban are £32 million. However, it claims that because so much less money will be spent on handling the aftermath of accidents, the savings in the first year alone will be more than three times this amount. Saving Wales one hundred million pounds in the first year alone (Morris, 2022).
Those against the policy
According to a recent YouGov survey, 72% of respondents claimed they were against the default 20 mph restriction, with 50% stating they were "strongly" against it.  According to YouGov, just 25% of Welsh people are in favor of the proposal.  The majority of voters who oppose the policy are Conservative (93%) and Reform UK (89%).  However, 56% of Plaid Cymru voters and 59% of Labour supporters expressed opposition to the lower default limit.  Of those who indicated they never breach the default speed limit, 6 in 10 people acknowledged that they do it "most of the time" or "all the time."  However, almost half of respondents (48%) claimed that since the limit was put in place, pedestrian safety has increased (Evans, 2024). 
"Labour ministers need to stop imposing dogmatic and restrictive measures on road users in Wales and focus on making sure Wales has a public transport system fit for the 21st century," stated Natasha Asghar, the Welsh Conservative shadow transport minister (Morris, 2022). 
After a year, the plan, which has been supported by Plaid Cymru and the one Liberal Democrat in the Welsh Parliament, is still facing increasing criticism. 

There have been innumerable demonstrations throughout the nation, with irate drivers frequently assembling before the Welsh Parliament to voice their concerns and a record-breaking petition started by Mark Baker demanding the policy's repeal amassing almost 500,000 signatures in a short period of time (Asghar, 2024). 
[bookmark: _Int_zPqw3sOG]The petition regarding the record-breaking quantity of signatures against Wales' default speed restriction of 20 mph. Mark Baker submitted this, and it received 469,571 signatures overall. In one way or another, members will know that this is the most signatures ever obtained for a Senedd petition. Numerous petitions on this subject as well as on other areas have been submitted to the Petitions Committee. A petition has also been submitted by Roger Davies who presented a petition with 5,399 signatures in support of Wales' default speed restriction of 20 mph. Until the planned debate in the Senedd, Jack Sargeant propose that they leave both petitions open. Then, Senedd members can voice their opinions, either in support of or opposition (Sargeant, 2024).
[bookmark: _Int_XXwvS686][bookmark: _Int_QwgR4vbh]According to statistics gathered by the Local Democracy Reporting Service, between September 2023 and March 2024, there were at least 145 instances of vandalism to speed limit signs throughout Gwent, including some 20 mph ones that were vandalized. 103 of those incidents were recorded in the Torfaen and Caerphilly council areas. The new speed limits have caused confusion for road users, with a number of different speed limit signs on the same stretch of road. Eight speed limit adjustments have occurred in less than two miles on one Vale of Glamorgan road since the 20-mph limit was implemented (Murray, 2024). 
What is happening now
a little more than a year following the law's introduction. In September 2024, the Welsh Conservatives presented a resolution to the Senedd to repeal a law that established the default speed restriction in populated areas at 20 mph. However, Plaid Cymru and Labour members decisively voted against the plan, claiming that the program was contributing to increased road safety nationwide. The motion was rejected by the Senedd by a vote of 37 to 14. Both the current and former transport ministers have acknowledged that there were problems with the policy's execution, nevertheless. Former Welsh administration Transport Minister Lee Waters, who spearheaded the default speed restriction under Mark Drakeford, maintained the rule change was effective but claims the administration has weakened the policy's messaging Mr. Waters maintained that the data demonstrated that average speeds were declining and collisions on all roadways were at their lowest levels since the COVID lockdowns, demonstrating that the policy was clearly effective. "The single most effective road safety intervention that has been made is the 32% decrease in casualties," he stated. Additionally, compared to the previous year, there have been six fewer deaths in the first half of this year. (Lewis, Thompson. 2024).

Overall 
Overall, both sides have a good argument when it comes to the 20mph speed limits throughout Wales with the policy in place there are fewer casualties and deaths which helps the strain on the NHS but there is also public uproar with the new policy with it being too confusing and to many different speed limits on a small stretches of road.  The only thing everyone can seem to agree on is that the 20mph speed limits should remain outside schools, hospitals, and care homes. 

Assessing Policy Alternatives
Efficiency  
Costs and Effectiveness: There are several direct and indirect expenses associated with the 20-mph policy's implementation and enforcement. The Welsh Government estimates that the initial direct costs of enforcement, including increased speed limit monitoring and new signs installation, will come to £32 million. On the other hand, significant long-term savings are anticipated from the policy. Due to lower accident-related expenses, such as fewer emergency room visits and long-term care for accident victims, the Welsh Government estimates that the policy will save the nation £100 million in the first year (Morris, 2022).
The anticipated advantages in terms of fewer fatalities, fewer injuries, and lower medical expenses outweigh the initially high direct enforcement costs. The approach is thought to be successful in lowering the number of fatalities and serious injuries. There have been noticeable drops in urban traffic fatalities as well as pedestrian and bicycle fatalities in areas where comparable policies have been put in place, such as Spain (Edwards, 2025). Therefore, from an efficiency perspective, the legislation is going to result in fewer traffic accidents and lower public health care expenses over time.
Equity
Fairness of Treatment: There is disagreement on the 20 mph policy's equality. On the one hand, by lowering the danger of severe injury or death in urban areas, the strategy aims to increase road safety for all residents, especially the most vulnerable—pedestrians, cyclists, children, and the elderly. By putting the safety of those who might be disproportionately impacted by faster traffic first, it advances social fairness in this way (Evans, 2024). 
Critics counter that the legislation may unfairly affect vehicles in rural areas, where there may be fewer pedestrians and lower population density, making such stringent speed limits unnecessary. Because traffic flow may not be as hazardous in these regions, drivers may believe that the policy is needless and unjustly restricted. This begs the question of whether the policy treats all parts of Wales with the same degree of safety concern or if it unfairly penalizes some drivers, particularly in places with lower population densities (Murray, 2024).
Political Feasibility
Support and Opposition: There has been conflicting political support for Wales' 20 mph speed limit policy. On the one hand, progressive parties like Plaid Cymru and Welsh Labour, who have supported the concept as part of their manifestos, strongly support it. These parties contend that the policy is in line with their overarching objectives of lowering carbon emissions, enhancing public health, and creating safer communities. The proposal has also received support from health and environmental advocacy groups, who see it as a step toward making cities more bike-friendly and walkable.
However, there is a lot of resistance from conservative and right-wing political groups, including Reform UK and the Welsh Conservative Party. These organizations argue that the rule is needless, overly restrictive, and costly to implement, especially in rural areas with smaller traffic volumes. Public opinion also reflects the resistance, with a sizable petition against the legislation demonstrating how many people are unhappy with the increased speed limits. Additionally, local demonstrations and instances of vandalism against speed limit signs reveal a wider level of dissatisfaction with the modification.
Plaid Cymru and Labour MPs voted against attempts to abolish the statute, demonstrating that the policy has sufficient political backing to endure despite the opposition. Despite criticism, the policy's sustained support from major political parties indicates that it has the necessary backing to be implemented and upheld (Lewis, Thompson. 2024).
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