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Characteristics of Qualitative Research

Table 3.1
LeCompte &
Schensul
Characteristics (1999)
_Natural setting (field focused), a source
Yes

of data for close interaction

Researcher as key instrument of

data collection
Multiple data sources in words
or images Yes
Analysis of data inductively,
recursively, interactively Yes
Focus on participants’ perspectives,

Yes

their meanings, their subjective views
Framing of human behavior and

belief within a social-political/historical
context or through a cultural lens
Emergent rather than tightly
prefigured design

Fundamentally interpretive inquiry—
researcher reflects on her or his role, the
role of the reader, and the role of the
participants in shaping the study
Holistic view of social phenomena

Yes





