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Returning to education

In the following paragraphs, I will present my reflection on the experience regarding returning to education using Gibbs Reflective Cycle (1988).” By using the Gibbs cycle we can think about the ways to bring improvements. We can assess the actions on past situations and figure out its “goods” and “ bads” This is what makes this cycle highly useful. “ (Meaning and Stages to make your work easier, 2021, online)
[bookmark: _Toc64015142]3.0 Description 

I have been working in a for five years in a company that produces car parts made of plastic and rubber. The company’s culture is to always improve so this year I decided to return to education. I enrolled in a program intitule “Skills for the Workplace”, module “Academic and Employability Skills” to improve both in a personal and professional level and develop my skills and apply them in a professional manner at my workplace. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the module is performed online, two days per week, in which we learn how to assess our skills and develop them. 

[bookmark: _Toc64015143]4.0 Feelings 

I can say I felt a bit of anxiety since it has been 2 years since I was enrolled in an education program, but after interacting with my peers and the lecturer I was able to enjoy and learn from the experience. 
During my interaction with my peers, I was able to improve my ability to sustain my opinions with solid arguments and listen to the opinion of my pears and asses their arguments. I liked how I was able to work as a team with other people and perform the activities during the lectures. The program requires online attendance which help me because I can attend both the program and be able to work. By using technology such as Microsoft Teams for the lectures or the Moodle platform for the course, was an asset because it made the program much easier. Before the program, I did not use any of the technology mentioned, so this experience was an opportunity to learn new technology and be able to use it at my workplace. 
Technology such as Microsoft Teams had a major grow during the pandemic of Covid-19, more than “50 percent rise from the 75 million that Microsoft reported almost six months ago” (Tom Warren, Oct 27th2020, online). 
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As an overall evaluation, my returning to education was as good decision because it gave me the opportunity to learn a lot of useful information to apply at my workplace. Each day we need to improve to become a better version of ourselves and by retuning to education I manage to identify the skills I have and improve the ones necessary. The program education I attend is refreshing and the lecturer makes the activities interactive and easy to learn, providing explanations when needed. My peers are very friendly, and we were able to work very well as a team. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the course is online, and we are communicating using technology such as Microsoft Teams. It was my first interaction with the program, but I found it very user-friendly and easy to access providing the opportunity to learn a new program. Although I find it much easier to attend the lecture online, I believe the physical attendance can be enjoyable as well providing a much better interaction. 

[bookmark: _Toc64015145]6.0 Analysis 

To analyse the experience of returning to education throughout the program which I am attending, an important aspect is the fact that is an online education that does not require to attend lectures at a specific location and helps me establish a schedule to work and attend the lecturers. Online education has a lot of benefits such as flexibility for both students and teachers, reduced costs, networking opportunities with students across nations, documentation using the online technology, increased Instructor - student time due to the reduced class size and access to expertise due to the easier accessibility of courses.
By comparing past education experience with the present online education, all the benefits mentioned above have an important impact to make an easier experience, starting with flexibility of the schedule by reducing the time for transportation between locations from work, home and university; reduced costs for both students and university; networking opportunities for students to attend across nation and share cultural experiences; the information provided in each lectures is online and can be accessed at any time in an easy manner throughout platforms like Moodle; using the technology such as Microsoft Teams and due to reduced class size students the interaction between instructor and students is more accurate; access to expertise because each student can attend the program that enjoys regardless of the location. A huge influence of online education is due to the Covid-19 pandemic that during this period “has been shown to increase retention of information, and take less time, meaning the changes coronavirus have caused might be here to stay” (Lie and Lalani, Apr 29th2020, online). 
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As a conclusion, returning to education is an important aspect for development and the attendance to the program has provided useful information to apply both in my personal life and as a professional to improve my skills at my workplace. It was a good decision to enroll in the program and return to education, because it gave me the opportunity to become a better version of myself and always improve. 

[bookmark: _Toc64015147]7.0 Action Plan

The next course of action is to use the information provided to establish my goals in a smart manner, assess and improve my skills so I can grow and improve each time my work duties. I plan on continuing with education programs to develop furthermore in the future. 
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